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The Historic Towns Trust Series				Some fascinating new lectures this spring




	

	
	
		
		
A response from the BALH Trustees 				to the Ministry of Justice consultation on the ‘Storage and retention of original will documents’.




	

	
	
		
		
English merchant shipping: BALH Dymond Lecture 2024				5th December 2024. Book Now
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							Local history society directory

							Find a local history organisation near you or to support your research project.

						

					

					
					
						
							
						

						
							Become an individual member

							Be part of our network of local history researchers and enthusiasts and benefit from our quarterly publications in addition to discounts on books and events.

						

					

					
					
						
							
						

						
							Become a society member

							Receive our support, boost your profile and take advantage of the dedicated insurance scheme for societies.

						

					

				

		
		
			
				
					Our latest ten-minute talks

				

			



			
					
						
							
								
									
								
							

							
								Yapton, A Sussex Parish

								by Tony Wakeford

								 Notes for this talk

								 See a video for this talk

							

						

						
							
								
									
								
							

							
								The Train Now Arriving - The Disruption to Parish Life

								by Tony Wakeford

								 Notes for this talk

								 See a video for this talk

							

						

						
							
								
									
								
							

							
								Milford History: Local History Lives

								by Chris Sanders

								 See a video for this talk

							

						

					

			

			
			

			
			
			
				
						More ten minute talks
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							Dr Cheryl Butler

						

					

					
						
							The Sarah Siddons Fan Club Theatre Company

						

					

					
						
							» Read article

						

					

				

				
					
						
							
						

					

					
						
							
							Sharon O'Connor

						

					

					
						
							Manorial Court Rolls

						

					

					
						
							» Read article

						

					

				

				
					
						
							
						

					

					
						
							
							Dr Cheryl Butler

						

					

					
						
							Must Tell/Should Tell/Could Tell - leading guided walks

						

					

					
						
							» Read article

						

					

				

				
					
						
							
						

					

					
						
							
							Geoffrey Carter

						

					

					
						
							Are battles local history?

						

					

					
						
							» Read article

						

					

				

			

			
			

			
			
			
				
						More from our blog and news


				

			

		

		

				
				
					
						
							
						

						
							Quarterly publications

							The Local Historian, our academic journal, was first produced in 1952 and is considered one of the foremost local history publications. It is published four times a year in conjunction with Local History News.

						

					

					
					
						
							
						

						
							Our educational work

							BALH aims to encourage interest and enthusiasm for local history amongst learners of all ages and to share and promote best practice, knowledge and skills.

						

					

					
					
					
						
							
						

						
							Featured member society

							BALH member societies may now add details of their work to our website, which will be highlighted here. Contact us for further details

						

					

				

			

		

			

		

		
		
			
				
					Latest news

				

			



			
				
					
						
							
						

					

					
						
							A response from the Trustees of the British Association for Local History to the Ministry of Justice consultation on the ‘Storage and retention of original will documents’.

						

					

					
						Wed 21st February 2024


					

					
						
							» Further details

						

					

				

				
					
						
							
						

					

					
						
							Add your name to Late Medieval Bristol: Time, Space and Power

						

					

					
						Mon 2nd October 2023


					

					
						
							» Further details

						

					

				

				
					
						
							
						

					

					
						
							What first drew you to local history?

						

					

					
						Sat 9th September 2023


					

					
						
							» Further details

						

					

				

				
					
						
							
						

					

					
						
							Have you booked your place at Local History Live?

						

					

					
						Mon 4th September 2023


					

					
						
							» Further details

						

					

				

			

			
			

			
			
			
				
						More news


				

			

		

		

		
			
				Why BALH?

				

				Where did your ancestors live?
It is impossible to trace the history of one’s family without considering where they lived. Local history societies and one-place study groups have researched and published content that will allow you to place the lives of your ancestors in the context of their local communities, villages, towns and cities as well as some of the key socio-economic factors that lay behind their development. They often use the same sources as family historians, and can help provide an alternative interpretation of a document or suggest new resources to help your research.
Nick Barratt, Historian and Author


			

		

		
			
				Meet the team

				

				Jane Golding
My route to joining BALH as a Trustee came in 2009 when the Association of Local History Tutors (ALHT) joined forces with BALH. As a former Hon Secretary of ALHT, I was assigned to BALH's Education Advisory Committee. I am Chair of the Conference Committee and a member of Management Committee.

	My background is in landscape archaeology. An interval of several very enjoyable years working for Oxfordshire Local Studies separates my experience as an undergraduate at the University of East Anglia and as a postgraduate at Reading. I then joined the Royal Commission on the Historical Monuments for England (RCHME) to work for the National Library of Air Photographs in Swindon. Some twenty-four years and several roles later, I continue to work for RCHME's successor, English Heritage.

	Throughout my work for English Heritage I have been fortunate to follow an ongoing commitment to teaching and learning, furthered by a PGCE (Post-compulsory Education) from Oxford Brookes. Within an arena of formal taught courses and throughout a programme of community projects (extending from Exmoor to Lancaster) I have brought together strands of local history, landscape archaeology, and community heritage. I have expertise in community archives and oral history, and I am a long standing member and former officer of the Community Archives and Heritage Group Steering Committee.

	My current role within the Designation Department of English Heritage involves providing development support to, and raising awareness of, the national network of local authority Historic Environment Records and their role in the planning process. I am keen to understand ways in which digital technologies are changing behaviours of how we access information, and can offer a multitude of opportunities for sharing and participation.

	I have welcomed an opportunity to help BALH trial the use of social media and to contribute to a working group to oversee a rebuild and refresh of BALH's website.
Jane Golding, Trustee and Vice Chair
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							Charting Ipswich’s history - a new Historic Towns Trust map of one of England’s oldest towns

						

					

					
						Thu 28th March 2024 7:00 pm


					

					
						
							» Further details

						

					

				

				
					
						
							
						

					

					
						
							Mapping female-perpetrated murder in medieval English towns

						

					

					
						Tue 23rd April 2024 7:00 pm


					

					
						
							» Further details

						

					

				

				
					
						
							
						

					

					
						
							Illustrated Talks  by  Peterborough Local History Society  supporting Little Miracles

						

					

					
						Thu 25th April 2024 2:00 pm


					

					
						
							» Further details

						

					

				

				
					
						
							
						

					

					
						
							BALH Annual General Meeting

						

					

					
						Thu 16th May 2024 7:00 pm


					

					
						
							» Further details

						

					

				

			

			
			

			
			
			
				
						More events


				

			

		

		


		
			
				
					
						Local history bookshop

						
							
								
									

									The Local Historian Volume 53 Number 4 November 2023

								

								
									

									Reading Early Handwriting, 1500-1700

								

								
									

									Exploring Local History

								

								
									

									Dates and Time - A Handbook for Local Historians

								

							

							Visit bookshop

						

					

					
						From our archives

						
							
								

								The parish constable in 1830
Johnson, W. Branch

pp 325-328


By 1830 the traditional role of the parish constable had either disappeared or was falling into desuetude, and in 1839 the government would legislate to create county police forces. The article comments on some of the relatively eccentric duties which constables did carry out in 1830, and points to the inadequacy of his position in dealing with the growing problems of a more populous and economically and socially changing society. The widespread dissatisfaction with the work of parish constables was a major factor behind the 1839 Act.

								The Amateur Historian Volume 4 Number 8 Summer 1960


							

						

					
				

			

		

		
			
				
					
						Subscribe to our e-newsletter for regular updates
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