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A question in Radio Times 4-10 March 2017

How do they research famlly history?

Could you piease tell me how
the programme-makers research
the family history series Who
Do You Think You Are?
(Wednesday BBC1)
Bob Kingsland, Stroud,
Gloucestershire
RT asked series producer Sarah
Feltes, who tells us: "Who Do You
Think You Are? employs a team
of researchers and genealogists
to build family trees and develop
stories supported by original,
primary sources. Development
can take anywhere from two to
three months — sometimes
longer — depending on the
records available, locations, any
translations needed and so on.
“It's always exciting starting
a new family tree — you never
know what you're going to find.
At the start of every tree we try
to talk to as many family members
as we can about what they know.
Even when a family has a wealth
of documentation, it can take
a long time to sift through it.
“Poor or exploited ancestors
generally prove more difficult to
track down and it can take months
of reaching dead ends before we
find a clue that yields a fascinating
seam or storyline. Sometimes
there are no documents at all,
and oral history can provide

A REVELATION

Sunetra Sarker's family photos
unlocked clues about her
illustrious great-grandfather

a breakthrough. The amount of
research we do always far exceeds
what we are able to include.”
Readers interested in learning
more about their own family history
can nowadays access a wealth of
tools and advice online. An excellent
starting point is the series’ own
helpful resources website, at
bbe.co.uk/whodoyouthinkyouare/
how-we-did-it/key-resources.shtml
You'll find tips on discovering
archive documents, birth, death and

marriage certificates, military service

and company records, census ‘
information and so on, along with
lots of ideas of where to get

started. Be aware that the siteisno

longer updated, but it does also

carry a great number of useful links

to external websites such as the
National Archives.

You might also like to look at
whodoyouthinkyouare
maqazlm.eom = for
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Tips on using online catalogues — The National Archives [TNA] and others

Rye (Sussex) Chamberlains’ account 1405-6
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ODME NOTES ON MEDIEVAL ENGLISH GENEALOGY
SOME NOTES ON MEDIEVAL ENGLISH GENEALOGY

SOURCES FAMILIES RESOURCES
THIS SITE SEARCH

SEARCH TIPS

Calendar of Patent Rolls
New material onMedievalgenealogy.org.uk Ca endar Of C|OS€ RO”S
In the Feet of Fines section, abstracts of fines added 30
December 2016 Calendar of Charter Rolls
Berkshire (1272-1307) (269 fines) .
Hampshire (1272-1307) (299 fines) Calendar of Fine Rolls
*Oxfordshire (1319-1326) (118 fines) .
*Shropshire (1307-1327) (209 fines) (from the Mlddle AgES)
*Westmorland (1307-1327) (46 fines) Letters and Papers, Foreign and

*Worcestershire (1307-1327) (184 fines) . ’ .
*Divers, unknown and various counties (1307-1327) Domestic (Henry VIII's reign onto

(301 fines) modern times)
Descriptive Catalogue of Ancient Deeds


http://www.medievalgenealogy.org.uk/fines/index.shtml

British History Online

Browse catalogue Subject guides Using BHO Support us
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British History Online is a digital library of key printed primary and secondary sources for the history of
Britain and Ireland, with a primary focus on the period between 1300 and 1800. We aim to support the
learning, teaching and research of our users from around the world.

BHO was founded by the Institute of Historical Research and the History of Parliament Trust in 2003. Our
collection currently contains over 1,270 volumes and is always growing.

See what's new on British History Online.
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— MARRIAGE
RECORDS
Keywords ONLINE

Enter keywords

Title Easy and free - just enter a

fine rolls name and let our technology

do the rest. Start now free!

Search for an exact phrase by enclosing it in quotation
marks

Search help




Visitors’ free use of Warwick University library
(a tip on using university libraries: choose a fairly long-established one)

The Library

Search | Usingthe Library | Students | Staff | Subjectsupport | My Library Account

Visiting

External borrowers | School & FE college visitors | Personal belongings

Members of the public

Members of the public may have access to the Library to consult our collections for reference use only.

A day visitor pass gives reference access to the Library for the day of issue and are issued during staffed service hours only

You may apply for reference-only membership of the University Library free of charge providing you show proof of your identity
(preferably photographic). An application form will need to be completed for the registration to be processed

Reference-only Membership allows unlimited access to the University Library Monday to Sunday 8.30-21:30. Access to printed

materials on the open shelves and copying facilities using photocopy cards that can be purchased from the Helpdesk on Floor 1



WA RW |CK Search Warwick
The Library

Search | Usingthe Library | Students | Staff | Subjectsupport | My Library Account

Visiting ~ External borrowers ~ Walk-in user e-resources service

Walk-in user e-resources service

Suppliers have given walk-in users permission to access the following databases, subject to their terms & conditions & subject to

copyright law. They can only be accessed in person from the single PC reserved for this purpose on Floor 1 of the University Library.

Please note the conditions of use below.

= There is no general internet access, email or word processing

= No printing or download is available

Neither CD roms or DVD's may be played on the Walk-In User computer

Activity on the PC may be monitored by the University as permitted by UK legislation

Helpdesk staff are unable to offer in-depth support to external customers. Priority is given to providing services for University of
Warwick staff and students

Another tip: see G. Draper, ‘Connect to the Native Interface: electronic resources for independent scholars/,

The Local Historian: the Journal of the British Association for Local History, Vol 40:4 (November 2010) or Hannah
Spencer ‘The world of internet research’, Local History News 122 January 2017 (again from BALH)



Calendar of state papers, domestic series, of the
reign of Edward VI, 1547-1553, preserved in the
Public Record Office.

%o Print Book | 1992.

Available at Main Library Oversize (DA 25.44.J47) Show all
Hardback

ARG Calendar of inquisitions post mortem and other
S analogous documents preserved in the Publie

Imuisrions

s Record Office. Vol.19, 7-14 Henry IV (1405-
P 1413) / edited by J.L. Kirby.

Cxcuments

GEDETR oo Print Book | 1992
GO  Available at Main Library Oversize (DA 25.425.N2) Show all

Calendar of the Bristol Apprentice Book, [1532-
1565]. Part 3, 1552-1565 / edited by Elizabeth
Ralph.

= Print Book | 1992

Available at Main Library (DA 670.31.B7) Show all




https://suncat.ac.uk/search

SUNCAT

Home About For Librarians Help & Support News & Events

A free tool to help you find journals in the UK

with links to articles and tables of contents

record series I Title keywords v

Limit your search by §)

Location Library Group

All Institutions 3 Select Group(s) =
Advanced Search Browse Q F 'nd now |




From SUNCAT (for journals and record series). Use COPAC also for books

Position Title .. . ... - published Location
O 4 Rutland record series. 1980 - Birmingham University ...
) Gloucestershire record series / Bristol and Gloucestershire 1988 - Birmingham University ...
Archaeological Society.

0 3 Shropshire Record Series. 1997 - Birmingham University ...
L4 Record series - Thoroton Society 1903 - Birmingham University ...
O s Cymmrodorion record series. - Birmingham University ...
U6 Record series - Derbyshire Archaeological Society. - Birmingham University ..
O 7 Kent records / Kent Archaeological Society. 1912 - Birmingham University ...
D g Record series - Yorkshire Archaeological Society. - Birmingham University ...
U9 Hampshire record series. - Birmingham University

0 10 Portsmouth record series. Portfolio. - Birmingham University



The Institute of Historical Research [IHR], London
http: / /www.history.ac.uk

One example from this library
* The Calendars of royal and state

papers | * Reports of the Historic(al)

* Many Calendars published by county Manuscripts Commission on
historical and record societies urban records, e.g. vol. 5

* City, town and village histories, some includes lengthy summaries of
published as far back as the 18t the borough records of Lydd
century, some very recent. New Romney, Folkestone ’

* The Victor’ia County History (the ‘big Fordwich, St Alban’s, Dartmouth,
red books’) of every county Weymouth and Melcombe

 Bibliography of British and Irish Regis, and High Wycombe; vol.

History [BBIH] to consult 13 has those of Rye and
* |t has an online catalogue which you Hereford

can freely search from home
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Administrations in the Archdeaconry of Northampton (1667-1710), now preserved in the
District Probate Registry at Birmingham

Church of England. Archdeaconry of Northampton.

London : The British Record Society, 1947.

1947

Book

LOCATION CLASSMARK STATUS

IHR OPEN ACCESS B.2812/Nor AVAILABLE
Birmingham 2005
Foster, Andy. L | |
New Haven ; London : Yale University Press, 2005. Book

LOCATION CLASSMARK STATUS

IHR OPEN ACCESS BC.8492/Fos AVAILABLE
Birmingham 120 years ago : being a reprint of an old directory, published in 1777, to which 1896

has been added a streets directory, a trades directory, and a few notes of comparison
between Birmingham of 1776 and the city of to-day

Birmingham [Eng.] : Scarse, 1896.

Book

LOCATION CLASSMARK STATUS

IHR ONSITE STORE BC.24 REF ASK STAFF
The Birmingham and Derby Junction Railway 1956
Clinker, C.R. l!ﬂ
Oxford : Printed for the Dugdale Society by C. Batey, 1956. Book

LOCATION CLASSMARK STATUS

IHR OPEN ACCESS BC.8411/Dug/Occ Bound in Dugdale Society AVAILABLE

Occasional ... (CLICK FOR MORE)

Birmingham : bibliography of a city c2003
Chinn, Carl. !ﬂ
Birmingham : University of Birmingham Press, c2003. Book

LOCATION CLASSMARK STATUS

IHR ONSITE STORE BC.0639/Bir/Chi REF ASK STAFF

A Birmingham boyhood 1923-40
Armstrong, Eric, 1923-
Oxford : Fonthill Media, 2015.

2015

Book



UNIVERSITY OF
LEICESTER

Special Collections Online

University Home | Library | Special Collections Home

Home Browse All Browse by Location Directories Help About

Search l I mﬁdvanced Search

Home »» Historical Directories of England & Wales

Historical Directories of England & Wales

SHEFFIELD,

Ly

Directory & Topography of Sheffield, 1862

o & 0]

About this collection

A collection of digitised trade directories, part of the University of Leicester's Special
Collections Online, covering England and Wales from the 1760s to the 1910s.

Please note that free text searching for names, towns, villages and occupations may prove difficult
and time consuming. The site may also run slowly on occasion due to the volume of data being
searched.

If you are undertaking genealogical or one-name study research you may find resources supplied by
commercial genealogy suppliers more suited to your needs.

The directories can be browsed by location and either viewed online one page at a time or downloaded
and accessed via a PDF viewer such as Adobe Reader.

For advice on searching the collection see the Directories Help page.

These pages replace the Historical Directories website, withdrawn in March 2014. The site
ran for ten years but could no longer be maintained due to hardware and software
obsolescence.

Recent Additions

[Bennett's Business
Directory for
Warwickshire,
1914]

SEATTURINE R

Kelly's Directory of
Staffordshire, 1896

252

White's Directory o
Sheffield,
Rotherham ...,
1879

Post Office
Directory of
Birmingham,
Staffordshire &
Worcestershire,
1850

[



Maritime records at TNA available online:
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/news/enewsletter.htm

French muster rolls from the Battle of Trafalgar 1805
Keywords: high court of admiralty log books (ships) shipping trafalgar (battle of)

@ All records viewable online

Logs and journals of ships of exploration 1757-1904
Keywords: admiralty log books (ships) navy royal navy shipping

& All records viewable online

Maritime births 1867-1960 Available on:

Keywords: births merchant navy passengers findmypa§}_:

& All records viewable online

o Y =



One page from the Log of the Felix Discovery Vessel [TNA class ADM 55]
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Voyages of Discovery and Surveying:
Final page of ship’s log of journey of Adventure to Madeira and back in 1789-90 signed by [Lieutenant]
PN Inglefield, free to download on the website of the Centre for Environmental Protection Data
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* A newsletter and a journal

every quarter
Passionate about Iocal hlstor; v .
&£ * Reviews on new websites and

Soarewe.' | M historical sources for your

r rch
Come and explore-mare aboLlrt 1 es.ea ¢ |
your ancestorThve {1 88> & © Articles on internet research

Conferences siStlidy!Days’ ! GwdedTou_f. | * Information on courses on

Quarterly Journal e Prmt&Onllne' ubli a’! family and local history

country-wide
__BRITISH . Joionlir .
ASSOCIATION . * Local History Day every June

FOR_LOCAL i
HISTORY WWW. balh.rg 5@ ° And much more...

MEET us at stand 16, Society of
Genealogists’ area.



And finally! Join the British Association for Local History today at stand 16 to receive one of
the books below free.
Do bring your questions to us.

LivING THE POOR LIFE

A Guide to the
Poor Law Union Correspondence,
¢.1834 to 1871, held at The National Archives

Paul Carter and
Natalie Whistance




