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What I plan to cover or mention today

• Online catalogues 

• Websites and downloadable resources

• Free printed resources available in 
libraries

• Wills

• Records of lives in cities

• Materials on places (documents and 
maps)

• Family and place names

• The National Archives Discovery

• Where to find out more



A question in Radio Times 4-10 March 2017



Tips on using online catalogues – The National Archives [TNA] and others

Variants of the Sussex place and 
personal name Oxney-bridge

• Oxenbridge

• Oxenbrigge

• Oxbrigge

• Oxbrydge

• Oxnebrigge

• Oxnebridge

• Oxnebregge

• Uxbrigge

• Ox*, Oxen*, Oxne*,  Ux* 

Rye (Sussex) Chamberlains’ account 1405-6



Calendar of Patent Rolls 

Calendar of Close Rolls

Calendar of Charter Rolls 

Calendar of Fine Rolls 

(from the Middle Ages) 

Letters and Papers, Foreign and 
Domestic (Henry VIII’s reign onto 
modern times)

Descriptive Catalogue of Ancient Deeds

New material onMedievalgenealogy.org.uk 
In the Feet of Fines section, abstracts of fines added 30 

December 2016 
Berkshire (1272-1307) (269 fines)
•Hampshire (1272-1307) (299 fines)
•Oxfordshire (1319-1326) (118 fines)
•Shropshire (1307-1327) (209 fines)
•Westmorland (1307-1327) (46 fines)
•Worcestershire (1307-1327) (184 fines)
•Divers, unknown and various counties (1307-1327)
(301 fines)

http://www.medievalgenealogy.org.uk/fines/index.shtml


British History Online



Visitors’ free use of Warwick University library 
(a tip on using university libraries: choose a fairly long-established one) 



Another tip: see G. Draper, ‘Connect to the Native Interface: electronic resources for independent scholars’, 

The Local Historian: the Journal of the British Association for Local History, Vol 40:4 (November 2010) or Hannah 
Spencer ‘The world of internet research’,  Local History News 122 January 2017 (again from BALH) 





https://suncat.ac.uk/search



From SUNCAT (for journals and record series). Use COPAC also for books 



The Institute of Historical Research [IHR], London  
http: / /www.history.ac.uk 

• The Calendars of royal and state 
papers

• Many Calendars published by county 
historical and record societies 

• City, town and village histories, some 
published as far back as the 18th

century, some very recent.
• The Victoria County History (the ‘big 

red books’) of every county
• Bibliography of British and Irish 

History [BBIH] to consult
• It has an online catalogue which you 

can freely search from home

One example from this library

• Reports of the Historic(al) 
Manuscripts Commission on 
urban records, e.g. vol. 5 
includes lengthy summaries of 
the borough records of  Lydd, 
New Romney, Folkestone, 
Fordwich, St Alban’s, Dartmouth, 
Weymouth and Melcombe
Regis, and High Wycombe; vol. 
13 has those of Rye and 
Hereford







Maritime records at TNA available online: 
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/news/enewsletter.htm



One page from the Log of the Felix Discovery Vessel [TNA class ADM 55] 



Voyages of Discovery and Surveying: 
Final page of ship’s log of journey of Adventure to Madeira and back in 1789-90 signed by [Lieutenant] 

PN Inglefield, free to download on the website of the Centre for Environmental Protection Data 



• A newsletter and a journal 
every quarter

• Reviews on new websites and 
historical sources for your 
research

• Articles on internet research 

• Information on courses on 
family and local history 
country-wide

• Local History Day every June 

• And much more…

MEET us at stand 16, Society of 
Genealogists’ area. 



And finally!  Join the British Association for Local History today at stand 16 to receive one of 
the books below free. 

Do bring your questions to us.


