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How to contribute

The success of the Association in supporting and promoting
local history throughout the country depends very much on
contributions made by members, readers, and all those
interested and concerned.

Material published in The Local Historian is written by a wide variety of
people from many different backgrounds. Offers and suggestions for
articles are welcomed, and the editor, Alan Crosby, is always pleased to
discuss ideas for contributions and to advise on their preparation.
‘Notes for contributors’ is available on request, and can be found on our
website. Dr Alan Crosby, 77 Wellington St, Preston PR1 8TQ

Local History News relies on material - articles, news, pictures, questions
etc - from local societies and individual local historians. Please put
BALH PO Box 6549, Somersal Herbert, Ashbourne DE6 5WH on the
mailing list for your society newsletter and similar regular publications.
Information about local initiatives is particularly welcome, and we are
always keen to publish items that give examples of best practice, illus-
trating the diversity and vitality of local history. Readers” comments and
queries allow our members to share their knowledge and enthusiasm. If
there is a specific event you wish us to mention please allow plenty of
time ahead of the date. The mailings are normally sent out at the end of
January, April, July and October.

The BALH Reviews Editor is Dr Sarah Rose, Department of History,
Bowland College, Lancaster University, Lancaster LA1 4YT. If you have
anewly published work, either as an individual or a society, please send
her a copy for listing and possible review.

mail@balh.org.uk is the email address
for all parts of the Association,
messages are forwarded promptly to the right person
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Disappearing landscapes

Alan Crosby

I recently gave a talk about a disappearing
landscape - the heathlands of the Hampshire,
Berkshire and Surrey borders, an area of stunt-
ed heath growing on thick sands and gravels
interspersed with bogs trapped by layers of
impermeable iron pan, and one condemned in
the strongest possible terms by agricultural
writers in the late eighteenth and early nine-
teenth centuries. The disappearance of perhaps
85 per cent of a haunted and lonely landscape
(once covering perhaps 100,000 acres) only 25
miles from central London was the result of a
variety of interlinked man-made changes.
Engulfing urbanisation, especially after the
railway network threaded the area, chewed at
the edges and then penetrated the heart of the
heathlands. Military activity, beginning in 1812
and developing with a vengeance after the
foundation of Aldershot Camp in 1854, gob-
bled up great swathes to be used for training
and for ranks of barrack blocks, as well as more
elite intrusions such as Sandhurst.

Land-hungry institutions such as prisons, asy-
lums, public schools and cemeteries ate up
more. And, as sheep-grazing on the open
heaths ended, scrub and now full woodland
cover submerged most of the remainder. The
poor soils proved perfect for rhododendrons
and exotic conifers, and places such as Ascot
and Sunningdale, once notorious for their
poverty, became the home of the super-rich,
beginning with the nabobs of the East India
Company in the later eighteenth century. Their
grand houses set in extensive ambitiously-
planted grounds formed part of a new and
highly distinctive landscape of luxury. Today
tower blocks and retail parks, motorways and
dual carriageways ring the remaining heaths,
contrasting with the nearby private roads and
sprawling golf courses of the moneyed classes.

Our landscape is anything but static, yet there
is a strange enduring belief that the British
landscape is timeless. Goodness knows why,

for the experience of these heathlands is any-
thing but unique. Across Britain there are
numerous examples of landscapes transformed
almost beyond recognition. The heaths of
Dorset have largely succumbed to the onward
march of the Bournemouth-Poole conurbation,
similarly drowning beneath tides of bricks and
mortar and dismembered by dual carriage-
ways. The creeping growth of Greater
Brighton laps up the slopes of the South
Downs, and the fields which ring almost all
major towns and cities are in peril.

Man-made landscapes may disappear, too. The
valleys of South Wales are now in their third
incarnation. Idyllically beautiful as late as the
1840s, then transformed into a black and grey
world of coal tips, pitheads, railway lines, met-
alworking and smoke, they are now clean
again. The monochrome landscape shown in
photographs half a century ago has vanished.
This is not a landscape of wealth, of course, but
one of significant social and economic depriva-
tion, marked by the struggle to bring employ-
ment to replace the erstwhile coal industry.
And what does remain of that industry has
become industrial archaeology and is now
defined as 'heritage'.

The making of landscape history continues
apace, every day. It is sixty years since W.G.
Hoskins published his seminal and celebrated
work, The Making of the English Landscape, at
which point landscape history came into its
own. Much of that book now seems as historic
as the landscape itself, but its impact is still
being felt. There is a fascination with the land-
scapes of our own time, not just with those of
the medieval period or the eighteenth century.
The twentieth century is now history and its
landscape changes, so appalling to Hoskins,
are likewise. Whether we see them as negative
or positive depends on personal perspectives,
but they are part of the historical record.



Children and the First World War

Rosie Kennedy

The First World War touched almost every
aspect of children's lives. It dominated much of
their teaching and school experience, it was the
focus of their extra-curricular activities and
they enjoyed it as a source of entertainment in
literature and play. Perhaps more significantly,
it dominated their life at home through the
absence, both temporary and permanent, of
fathers and brothers and through the way in
which it preoccupied those adults left behind.
But this was not a homogenous experience,
shared by all children in the same way. Instead,
experiences were shaped by children's person-
al connections to fighting men, by the varied
efforts of adults to involve them in the Home
Front war effort and by their own attempts to
imaginatively engage with the conflict through
reading and play. Because of this extraordinary
variety in the way the war entered children's
lives, a focus on local history offers an excellent
opportunity to understand the particular con-
texts of children's wartime lives.

Two of the ways children came into contact
with the war have received attention in this
series. Tim Lomas explored the use of school
records for understanding how the war entered
the curriculum and the effect it had on the day-
to-day life of schools. And Rachel Duffet high-
lighted how correspondence between soldiers
and those at home yields valuable insights into
wartime experience. This is as true for letters
between fathers and their children as it is to
those sent to wives, girlfriends and parents.!
How else then might we access children's expe-
rience? In researching my book The Children'’s
War: Britain 1914-1918 (Palgrave, 2014) I began
by trying to find as many accounts of wartime
childhoods as I could. Autobiographies and
memoirs, both published and unpublished,
offer a fascinating glimpse into how the war
has been remembered by those who grew up
during it. Although there are limitations to this
material, and we must always consider the
process of remembering and the selection of
material which necessarily confines these gen-

res, memories are still one of the most valuable
sources we have for first hand accounts of war.2

While published autobiographies tend to be
the literary accounts of the lives of well-known
figures, local studies collections and the
Working Class Autobiographical Archive at
Brunel University hold collections of memoirs
of 'ordinary' people. Particularly important
here is the opportunity to uncover previously
marginalised accounts of childhood. What
more can we learn of working class child-
hoods? Or girls' experience? Or the lives of
children from different national or religious
backgrounds? These collections offer the
chance to build up a picture of local wartime
childhoods. How were children's wartime
activities organised locally? What relationship
did children have to men stationed nearby, or
to those recovering in local hospitals? How
have people remembered their experience of
childhood in a particular urban/rural/ regional
setting?

One way children were involved in the First
World War was through participation in uni-
formed youth groups like the Boys' Brigade,
Boy Scouts and Girl Guides. There has been
much debate amongst historians about the role
these youth groups played in preparing young
men for war, with opinion divided over the
charge of militarism.? For girls, debate has cen-
tred on the extent to which participation in the
Girl Guides offered the opportunity to break
out from the traditional confines of home and
'feminine' activity.* Whichever judgement you
favour, what is interesting is the way local
activity sometimes went far beyond what was
conceived by the national organisers of these
youth movements. Despite instructions pro-
hibiting boy scouts from bearing arms, for
example, there were instances where scouts did
just this, because they believed it was justified.
Again, local history is well placed to investi-
gate how children involved in these move-
ments experienced the war at local level and to



highlight differences with national policy.
Histories of local troops, both published and
unpublished, are the best source material for
this type of investigation.

A further opportunity for the study of chil-
dren's wartime lives comes from the attempt to
try to understand children's imaginative con-
nection to the war through reading, games and
play. By researching how the First World War
became a source of entertainment for children,
though its depiction in adventure fiction and its
reproduction in miniature in the form of dolls,
toys, models, costumes and board games, we
can ask questions about the way the war was
represented to children and about how they
came to understand it. Historians of children's
literature, including Kelly Boyd, Sally Mitchell
and James Walvin have pointed to the ways in
which identification with heroes and heroines
of children's fiction may have shaped emerging
identities of the children who read them.>

Similarly, I have argued that the particular
forms and types of toys children played with
offer insights into how they came to under-
stand the war6 Children's material culture,
whether still physically accessible, as in the
case of books and toys which have survived in
museums or private collections, can be supple-
mented with evidence of their existence in
newspaper and trade press advertisements and
in the commentary they regularly provoked in
the media. When these sources are combined
with autobiographical accounts of play, as with
Evelyn Waugh's account of building a camp to
repel German invaders or memories of chil-
dren who re-enacted famous battles in the
school playground, we can understand how
children made connections with the adult war
through the imaginative leaps that play
allows.”

Dr Rosie Kennedy lectures in modern British histo-
ry at Goldsmiths, University of London.
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to the 1920s, London: Allen Lane, 1982.
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Contributors' to the Boy Scout Scheme, 1904-
1920", Twentieth Century British History vol. 4,
no. 3 (1993), pp 201-23.
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Britain", Transactions of the American
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New York: Columbia University Press, 1995;
Walvin, James, A Child’s World - a Social History
of English Childhood 1800-1914,
Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1982.

6. Kennedy, Rosie, The Children’s War :
1918, Basingstoke: Palgrave, 2014.
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7. Waugh, Evelyn, A Little Learning: the First
Volume of an Autobiography, London: Methuen
& Co. Ltd, 1964; Smith, Rev. J. Leonard, A
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Many images of children during World War One are held in
the Imperial War Museum'’s collections. www.iwm.org.uk. A
selection ~ of them  are easily viewed at
www.formerdays.com/2012/03/ children-on-the-home-
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AWARDS

Stanstead Abbotts Local History Society is one
of the younger groups amongst BALH's mem-
bership. The current chair, lan White CBE, was
largely responsible for taking the initiative to
set up what has become, in just a few years, a
highly successful society in a small village,
with 110 paid up members and an average of
50 at the monthly meetings.

Another of its founder members was Ron Dale.
Originally from Keighley in Yorkshire, Ron and
his late wife retired to Stanstead Abbotts in
Hertfordshire nearly twenty years ago. After a
varied career Ron settled down to another
wide range of activities, including gardening,
researching and writing. He has been a pub-
lished author since the age of 18, and examples
of his interests are revealed in two titles:
Digging for Treasure and The Price Guide to Black
& White Potlids.

Publishing a history
of the village was one
of the objectives the
new society set itself
in 2012, and Ron Dale
offered to take on
that project. His
knowledge of the
area and his skill at
organising the mate-
rial and getting it
down on paper are 'of
the highest order'.
While there was a
team of society members who collaborated
over illustrations, editing and production, the
book remains essentially a personal achieve-
ment for Ron. A History of Stanstead Abbotts, Rye
House and St Margaret’s has sold well, and has
been favourably reviewed not only as 'read-
able, informative and interesting’, but also as 'a
good model for any historian aiming to write a
village history, with sources, appendixes, foot-
notes and index ...

A HISTORY OF
STANSTEAD ABBOTTS
RYE HOUSE &
5T. MARGARETS

"
Rom Dale

Far sbe et Abbons Leesl Himary Saer

Putting
local history on
the map

Jane Howells

BSSOCIATION

FOR LOCAL

Local History Day June 2014: Ron Dale with
Professor David Hey, President of BALH

Despite advancing age and deteriorating
health, Ron Dale has continued to contribute
articles to the society's website that demon-
strate his meticulous research and his enthusi-
asm for the subject. He is currently involved in
a joint-authored (with Sue Garside of
Hoddesdon Historical Society) study of the
15th century Rye House in Stanstead Abbotts.
Ron's achievements, and the success of the
society, have put local history on the map for
the residents of this village and the surround-
ing area, and

will benefit B8

generations
to come.

with thanks to
Ian White,
Glenis Collins, &
Julia  Davies,

[Czi st SR R e
The surviving gatehouse of Rye House
photo Brian Johnson



Volunteers: the new stakeholders

Richard Hoyle

Having never been invited onto the Today pro-
gramme to do ‘Thought for the Day’, address-
ing the nation through the columns of Local
History News is the best I have been able to
achieve so far. And a very considerable best it
is too.

Somehow, it seems to be assumed that I am
going to write about volunteers. I'm not sure
whether I proposed this, or was given the
assignment: no matter, it is a subject on which I
am delighted to write as I have learnt a great
deal about volunteering in the past few months
as well as meeting many volunteers, all of them
charming, delightful and highly motivated
people.

The Victoria County History has become a
largely volunteer-driven (and -led) movement.
As I have been travelling round the counties,
most of the people I have met have been vol-
unteers of one sort or another — whether volun-
teer committee members, volunteer fundrais-
ers or in Gloucestershire the volunteer
researchers in the ‘Gloucestershire academy’.
Counties use volunteers in very different ways:
some to research and write text, some to under-
take research which will be written up by oth-
ers, some to fundraise to employ salaried histo-
rians to write up the text. All are part of the
“VCH Movement’, which is what I am coming
to call the project I head: it is a movement of
people who want to see a job done, and done
well, and who bring a whole range of skills to
achieving it, from organising fundraising
through to researching and contributing text.

To those who haven't yet been drawn in, I
ought to say that VCH needs a diversity of
skills. One of the most important in the coun-
ties (as in voluntary societies everywhere) is a
good capable Treasurer, able to handle the
money, invest it wisely, but also willing to
badger and persuade those with money, be
they individuals or trusts, that a donation to

VCH will be well spent in advancing the larger
project. But other skills are needed too: I am
sure there is enormous satisfaction to be had
from organising events for VCH, whether
sponsored walks or garden parties. I do think
that VCH should be fun, and not only the fun
of the archives.

This last came through very strongly at an
excellent day on volunteering organised by
Michael Turner in Shrewsbury on 28 February
to which he invited me to speak on VCH. The
meeting heard several accounts from volun-
teers for the Shropshire Archives and Museums
who had had the opportunity to make impor-
tant discoveries — or in one case, important con-
nections which elucidated the materials in
hand (watercolours of fungi if I recall correct-
ly). What also came across was the growing
dependence on volunteers in much of the
archives and heritage sector. I might muse on
how far things have changed in twenty years —
a lot of the archivists of my acquaintance then,
now retired or very senior — would never have
considered allowing volunteers to list archives,
or even let them see unlisted archives. But in
changed circumstances, it seems that the only
way that things are going to get done is by
using volunteers.

VCH Central Office is not immune to this, and
we will be looking for volunteers to advance
some of our pet projects; so, if you would like
to volunteer as a volunteer volunteer organiser
for us, we’d be delighted to hear from you. (I
enjoyed writing that.)

Someone at Shrewsbury said that volunteers
are seen by local authorities as the answer to
every problem. I am not without mixed feel-
ings about this. There are marvellous opportu-
nities to be had for volunteers as the barriers
between the professional and employed and
the volunteer but unsalaried break down: but I
don’t see that the answer to the systematic



impoverishment of the heritage sector, like the
library sector, is the development of small
cadres of volunteer coordinators who manage
volunteers who fill in for what have previously
been salaried posts. The answer is finally going
to be that volunteers, as the new stakeholders
in record offices, museums and even VCH,
argue for proper funding and the provision of
adequate levels of professional staffing which
they can supplement rather than replace. It
may be that the most important type of volun-
teer in the future is going to be the volunteer
agitator and lobbyist and that these are skills
we are all going to have to learn.

Professor Richard Hoyle is Professor of Local and
Regional History and

Director and General Editor, Victoria County
History,

Institute of Historical Research,

University of London

VCH/IHR Summer School
in Local History, 2015

The theme of this year’s summer school will
be

‘The local history of the
twentieth century:
possibilities and pitfalls’

It will be held at the Institute of Historical
Research, University of London, on 21-23 July.

Speakers include Dr Kate Tiller, Dr Anthea
Jones, Professor Rob Liddiard, Professor Mike
Winter, Dr Jean Turnbull, Dr Mark Freeman, Dr
Barbara Lindsey and Dr Mark Clapson as well
as members of the VCH staff. They will be dis-
cussing a wide variety of approaches and pos-
sibilities to the history of the twentieth century.

Full details will be available after Easter from
www.history.ac.uk

Heritage makes us happier

New research published by the Heritage
Lottery Fund reveals the UK's heritage helps
make people happier about where they live,
and puts heritage firmly at the heart of shaping
and improving quality of life in the UK.

In their latest and biggest study, they commis-
sioned research company BritainThinks to
carry out research in 12 locations across the
UK. They undertook both surveys and work-
shops to find out what people now think about
heritage and the local projects HLF has sup-
ported. In all they heard from over 4,000 peo-
ple.

Key findings:
93% see heritage as important to 'the country’

81% see heritage as important to 'me personal-
ly’

80% say local heritage makes their area a better
place to live

64% think local heritage has got better while
they have lived in the area

76% of Lottery players rate the HLF-funded
projects in their area as good or excellent value
for money

People see heritage:

delivering benefits that relate directly to their
quality of life;

bringing economic benefits like tourism and
creating good jobs;

making places more visually attractive;
providing family leisure opportunities;
helping people to understand where they come
from, instilling local pride and encouraging
social cohesion.

Watch the video and read more about the research at

http://www.hlf.org.uk/about-us/research-
evaluation/20-years-heritage



Discovering Jersey

Browyn Matthews

Jersey may be thought of as a financial centre
or pleasant holiday destination best known for
its beaches. For the history enthusiast or
researcher however, Jersey offers many oppor-
tunities to explore the island’s long and colour-
ful history and indeed, prehistory.

Jersey has been a self-governing Crown
Dependency since 1204. To the French tourist,
Jersey is “so British’, yet it is Jersey’s proximity
to France (14 miles from the Normandy coast)
which lies at the heart of its culture. A glance
through the telephone book reveals many
names of Norman origin, some of which have
been used on the island for 900 years. In more
recent times Huguenots, Royalists, Republican
exiles and Breton farm workers have all left
their mark. Possession of Jersey has not been
contested by France since the very the brief
Battle of Jersey in 1781. Deep cultural links
with France are evident in the laws, place-
names, monuments, artefacts, architecture and
most of all language. French was the official
language up to 1949; the Norman French
dialect Jerriais is still spoken by a small pro-
portion of the population, understood by about
15% and continues to evolve as a living lan-

guage.

When close to 100,000 people live on an island
of 45.5 square miles, a sense of historical per-
spective is useful. For residents, curiosity about
the past often arises in the context of house and
property ownership, or a desire to understand
the parish-based system of local governance.
New archaeological finds can influence plan-
ning applications. Visitors are faced with an
astonishingly wide choice of sites and venues,
spanning 6000 years of human settlement.

For local residents and visitors alike, a useful
first port of call for historical information is the
Jersey Library (www.govjelibrary), open 6
days a week with a reference service. As
Jersey’s library of legal deposit, it includes an
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extensive local studies collection of books, cur-
rent and historical periodicals and newspapers,
maps, plans, census records and other States of
Jersey publications.

A local studies collection of similar size is to be
found in the Lord Coutanche Library at the
Société Jersiaise. Formed in 1873, the Société
Jersiaise (www.societe-jersiaise.org) is a
learned society with 2000 subscribing mem-
bers. Its original mission was to encourage the
study of the island’s history and archaeology,
and in this capacity it founded the Jersey
Museum. Over the years the Société’s interests
have extended into the natural and environ-
mental sciences. A number of special interest
groups or ‘sections’ within the Société Jersiaise
enable members to participate in local research
and field work across a range of subject areas
including ornithology and marine biology. The
Lord Coutanche Library supports the Société
with collections of books, periodicals and
newspapers, maps, prints, ephemera, and an
archival collection of documents and personal
papers.

Since its inception the Société Jersiaise has
assumed the role of the records society of
Jersey. It has published many key documents
such as the Extente des Iles de Jersey, Guernsey,
Aurigny et Sark 1274, the Actes des Etats 1524-
1800, the Journal of Jean Chevalier, 1643-1651,
and Jersey place names : a corpus of Jersey
toponymy (1986). The Société’s flagship publi-
cation is the annual Bulletin, whose articles
report on research on Jersey and its environs.
Roughly half the articles are by local members,
the remainder by other researchers. The
Bulletin has recently been digitised and is
expected to become publically searchable and
available online by June 2015. The Société
Jersiaise also has a bookshop with a wide selec-
tion of local books. It is located next to the
Museum at 7 Pier Rd.



The Photographic Archive at the Société
Jersiaise contains some 80,000 images of Jersey
and Channel Islands history dating from the
mid- 1840s to the present day. It includes the
work some well-known photographers such as
Charles Hugo and William Collie, as well as the
work of local and immigrant photographers.
Over 35,000 image records are currently
now available for searching through the
OPAC at http:/ /www.societe-jersiaise.org/
photographic-archive/.

The hub of history in Jersey is the independent
trust Jersey Heritage (http://www.jerseyher-
itage.org ). Jersey Heritage is responsible for
the Jersey Archive, Jersey Museum and several
historic sites. Jersey Archive was established in
1993 and is the island’s official repository hold-
ing over 300,000 documents, States of Jersey
records, business records and private papers.
Jersey Heritage’s online catalogue enables
searchers to identify items across the range of
its collections and order copies of some docu-
ments. Heritage, published annually, is the in-
house magazine of Jersey Heritage and con-
tains articles written by specialist staff.

At the Jersey Museum exhibitions change reg-
ularly to reflect the span of Jersey’s prehistory
through to the recent past. As part of the popu-
lar Treasure: Uncovering the Hoard exhibition
featuring the large Celtic coin hoard discovered
in a field in 2010, visitors have been able to
watch conservators at work on the gradual
extraction of the individual coins and jewellery
items in the hoard. The Ice Age Island exhibi-
tion opens in October 2015. No island can be
understood without a comprehensive look at
its relationship with the sea. Jersey’s Maritime
Museum is located at the harbour and covers
ship building and trading, fishing, privateering
and smuggling, legends and lifeboats, ship-
wrecks and sea-wall defences.

Two of Jersey’s best known landmarks are cas-
tles. Mont Orgueil Castle is at Gorey on the
eastern end of the island, facing the coast of
France. It is first mentioned in records in 1212,
during the reign of King John, but parts of it are
thought to be older. Elizabeth Castle is on an
islet in St Aubin’s Bay and is approached by the
causeway or by boat. It was begun in 1551 and
is built on the site of a former abbey. Sir Walter
Raleigh was here as Governor of Jersey 1600-
1603 and Charles II spent 1649-50 here in exile.
An exhibition room is devoted to the Jersey
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Militia. For those with an interest in social his-
tory and rural life, there is Hamptonne
Country Life Museum, a 15th century farm
complex. In the summer season, living history
interpreters at all three of these sites engage
visitors in a variety of demonstrations and dia-
logue.

For medievalists, Jersey has a number of
churches of architectural interest. These
include the twelve parish churches and further
chapels: one, the Fishermen’s Chapel at St
Brelade, has significant wall paintings which
were hidden during the Reformation. A second
medieval chapel sits atop Jersey’s most impor-
tant monument, La Hougue Bie. To say that
Jersey is rich in archaeological remains is some-
thing of an understatement: it has over a hun-
dred known sites, many of which were first
excavated by the Société Jersiaise. La Hougue
Bie however is one of the great Neolithic pas-
sage graves of Western Europe. Guided tours
are available and a small museum explains its
significance.

The German Occupation of the Channel
Islands (1940-1945) is the historical period
which attracts the greatest attention. A sub-
stantial number of books have been published
on it; there is a large amount of material avail-
able in the Jersey Library, Jersey Archive, the
Museum and the Société Jersiaise. The private-
ly-operated Jersey War Tunnels has an exten-
sive collection of weapons, equipment and
artefacts all displayed in the network of tun-
nels which the Germans constructed in the
centre of the island. It includes multimedia
presentations. Another view of the Occupation
is presented in the Occupation Tapestry
Gallery housed at the Maritime Museum. The
twelve huge tapestries, one from each parish,
tell the story of the Occupation through the
eyes of the local people and represent 30,000
hours of work. Liberation Day, celebrated on 9
May involves a re-enactment of the arrival of
British troops and is followed by an all-day
street party.

The coastline of Jersey was already dotted with
Jersey round towers and Martello towers from
the 18th century. In their efforts to create
Hitler’s ‘impregnable fortress’, the German
command poured vast amounts of concrete
into defensive constructions, sometimes modi-
fying the existing towers. The Channel Islands
Occupation Society is actively involved in the



preservation and interpretation of the German
fortifications, which now serve to protect the
coasts from the sea.

Many visitors combine holidays with a little
family history research. The Channel Islands
Family History Society (CIFHS) has created
indexes to the parish-based civil records (1842 -
1911) and of earlier church records. The indexes
are available in both the libraries mentioned.
Staff and volunteers are on hand at the Jersey
Archive to advise people on family history
research; the Superintendent Registrar’s office
provides copies of Jersey birth, marriage or
death certificates for a fee. For those genealo-
gists who cannot visit the islands, paid-for
research is available from the CIFHS, the Jersey
Archive and the Société Jersiaise.

During the winter and spring, the Société
Jersiaise holds free public lunchtime lectures
with speakers addressing a wide range of top-
ics of local historical or environmental interest.
Jersey Heritage has a programme of activities
including public talks, and also runs holiday
activities for children. In the summer, the annu-
al Festival of British Archaeology, organized in
Jersey by the Société Jersiaise attracts large
numbers of people keen to learn more about the
sites.

There are opportunities for local people to learn
and share more about the islands’ heritage by
doing voluntary work. After the appropriate
training they may become Blue Badge guides or
site guides; they can help in a visitor centre or
on outdoor projects. As there is no university
in the Channel Islands, it can be a challenge to
attract students who are able get involved with
local history. Both Jersey Heritage and the
Société Jersiaise have however had some suc-
cess in setting up internships and holiday proj-
ects for Jersey students enrolled in British uni-
versities.

In past centuries Jerseymen and women have
left the islands to seek opportunities and for-
tune, to convert and inspire in many parts of
the world. As a result, enquiries come back to
our institutions from all over the world, as peo-
ple seek to discover Jersey.

Bronwyn Matthews is Librarian at the Société
Jersiaise

see front cover of this issue
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FFHS Editors’ Seminar,
Peterborough, 31 January 2015

Report by Peter Jackson, who attended the seminar
wearing two hats, as a member of a family history
society in Royston, and also as a member of BALH.
He contributes this note in his personal capacity. A
longer version will appear on our website.

Main speakers were Steve Manning, FFHS
Education Officer, and Helen Tovey, editor of
Family Tree magazine. Steve announced that
FFHS was planning to hold more seminars,
possibly up to 4 a year, around the country.

Social Media: (SM) An increasing proportion
of the population are using the large range of
social media on the internet today. Social media
are not going to go away, so treat them as an
opportunity and embrace them.

Acronyms, things to think about when posting:
AIM: Attract (make people curious); Involve
(tweet a web-site link); Maintain your reader-
ship. FIRE: Frequent; Interesting or
Informative; Regular; Engaging.

Journals and Newsletters: (HT) A journal
should be a benefit for members, containing
specialist information on the area it covers,
although more general items should not be
ignored. Unsolicited items should be particu-
larly welcome, though the editor needs to be
proactive and to invite contributions. When it’s
out (back to social media) tweet the fact with a
hint of the content. Think about what Helen
called ‘Page Furniture’: the layout etc.
Newsletters can be a good marketing tool.

Copyright: (HT and Gill Shaw).The message
that came across is that this can be a minefield.
Put simply, if you can trace an owner/origina-
tor, always ask if the item is copyright, and if
you can have permission to reproduce it.

A chart showing the copyright duration
(excluding Crown copyright) can be down-
loaded from www.bl.uk/reshelp/pdfs/copy-
rightflowchart.pdf

For further info about copyright, go to TNA's
guide to copyright http://www.nation-
alarchives.gov.uk/documents/information-
management/ copyright-related-rights.pdf

The Copyright Licensing Agency
http:/ /www.cla.co.uk/
continued on p 19



Will you share your local story from
the Great War online?

Alun Edwards

Europeana 1914-1918 is a website where you
can search for family and local history about
the First World War from across Europe. It is
based on the work of the University of Oxford
and in particular the Oxford Community
Collection model which encourages groups to
engage with their audience online and face-to-
face - for example to upload and share online
the results of local history or community proj-
ects. Here’s a particularly striking story about
the possibilities of sharing your local history
online, showing in a small way the opportuni-
ties and benefits of unlocking the family vaults:

George Cavan served in the Glasgow
Highlanders. At the end of March 1918 George
was away at a training camp in Scotland when
he received orders to go to France. The train he
was on went through his home (Carluke in
Scotland) but would not stop there. He hastily
scribbled this note to his family ‘Dear wife and
bairns, Off to France - love to you all, Daddy.
On the other side he wrote the name and
address of his wife, Jean. George stuffed the
note into a matchbox and threw it out onto the

platform as the train whistled through Carluke
station. Someone picked up the matchbox and
delivered it to his wife. George was killed in
action just two weeks later at the Battle of
Hazelbrouck near Ypres in Belgium. All that
was sent back to his wife was a small tin box,
containing a purse, his identification tags and
an old medallion. This story was uploaded to
our website, by George’s granddaughter in
Australia. Soon afterwards we wrote a blog
about the matchbox and received a comment
from George’s family in Scotland who were
unaware of the matchbox story! Through this
the family branches were able to join together
their elements of their ancestors’ stories. This
formed the basis for a chapter of a book, pub-
lished by the British Library, called Hidden sto-
ries of the First World War by Jackie Storer. A
local historian has also contacted the website
because they wanted to find more about
George Cavan - who was identified in a photo-
graph of the local bowling club in 1914.

George’s story began by being locked in the
family memory, not available to anyone else -
actually not available to ALL
the family. Uploading material
online has opened the story
up to the world.

Would you share online the
fruits of your local history
research into the First World
War? Register for a user
account on the website
(wWwww.europeanal914-
1918.eu/) and start to add your
research or just a sample -to
show the rest of the world
what you are doing.

image courtesy of
Maureen Rogers shared via
Europeana 1914-1918
under licence CC-BY-SA 3.0



Voices of War & Peace: the Great War
and its legacy

Voices of War and Peace: the Great War and its
legacy is one of five First World War
Engagement Centres funded by the Arts &
Humanities Research Council in partnership
with the Heritage Lottery Fund. Based in the
Library of Birmingham and led by the
University of Birmingham, Voices is a joint ini-
tiative across the Midlands with Birmingham
City University, Newman University, the
University of Wolverhampton and the
University of Worcester, and further afield with
the University of Glasgow, Manchester
Metropolitan =~ University = and  Cardiff
University. The Engagement Centre will sup-
port a wide range of community activities, con-
necting academic and public histories of the
First World War.

Voices is led by Professor Ian Grosvenor from
the School of Education at the University of
Birmingham and co-ordinated by Dr Nicola
Gauld. Co-Investigators from the eight partner
institutions will work in collaboration with
community groups: Professor Maggie
Andrews, Professor of Cultural History at the
University of Worcester; Dr Spencer Jones,
Research Fellow in War Studies at the
University of Wolverhampton; Dr Sian
Roberts, Collection Curator at the Library of
Birmingham and an Honorary Research Fellow
at the University of Birmingham; Dr Joanne
Sayner, Senior Lecturer in Cultural Theory and
German Studies at the University of
Birmingham; Dr Michael Snape, Reader in
Religion, War and Society at the University of
Birmingham; Dr Chris Upton, Reader in Public
History at Newman University Birmingham;
Professor Melanie Tebbutt, Reader in History at
Manchester Metropolitan University; Dr
Charlotte Methuen, Lecturer in Church History
at the University of Glasgow; and Dr Jenny
Kidd, lecturer in the School of Journalism,
Media and Cultural Studies at Cardiff
University. There is also a research network
attached to the Centre, which consists of
around 100 academics and practitioners drawn
from a variety of disciplines and with direct
links to a range of research centres. Collectively
they bring both relevant knowledge and expe-
rience to enable the Centre to effectively sup-
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port community research. In addition there are
over 50 cultural partners including
Birmingham Museums & Art Gallery, Sampad,
the Cheltenham Festivals, the People’s History
Museum, the BBC and YMCA England.

As well as exploring the impact of the Great
War on communities in Birmingham and the
Midlands, Voices will focus on themes of
national importance. These include Gender
and the Home Front, led by Maggie Andrews
and Melanie Tebbutt, Belief and the Great War,
led by Michael Snape and Charlotte Methuen,
and Commemoration, led by Joanne Sayner
and Jenny Kidd. Among the other issues the
Centre will explore are questions around the
legacy of the War — not only what happened
between 1914 and 1918 but also the impact that
the War continued to have during subsequent
years, for example, by 1916 training pro-
grammes for soldiers with disabilities were
being held in Birmingham’s famous Jewellery
Quarter and by 1930 child guidance clinics had
been set up — almost certainly the result of the
emotional turmoil caused to youngsters during
the War.

The Centre was launched at the Library of
Birmingham in March 2014. The event brought
together over 200 delegates who represented a
wide variety of community, cultural and aca-
demic organisations from across the Midlands
and further afield. The programme featured
readings of archive material by local school-
children, speeches from local councillors, poet-
ry performances from a local community
group who received support from the Heritage
Lottery Fund for their project ‘Remembrance
Poets’, and a debate with members of the
Centre on why we are commemorating the
First World War.

The event also saw the unveiling of the Centre’s
website, www.voicesofwarandpeace.org,
which includes a wide range of articles,
resource material and event listings and is the
main point of contact for community groups
interested in working with the Centre. The
email addres is voices@contacts.bham.ac.uk
and Twitter: @Voices_ WW1



Taking local history into the
community

Janet Few

Your society has been run along the same lines
for many years. Each month, a group of people,
predominantly of retirement age, gather to lis-
ten to a visiting speaker. In between these
meetings, one or two ‘leading lights” may do
some research into the history of your locality.
No one outside your membership is really
aware of your activities. Does this sound like
your local history society? If so, you may be
happy with the status quo but why not consid-
er ways of reaching out into your community
and beyond, to take history and heritage to a
wider public.

Buckland Brewer History Group was set up in
September 2013, so has the great advantage of
not being hampered by tradition; we do not
have to run the gauntlet of, “We have always
done it this way’, or “We have never done that
before’. We operate in a rural north Devon
parish and are very proud of the fact that we
are already the largest society in our village.

Part of our ethos is to involve not only our own
members but also the wider community, in our
activities. To begin with, we actively encourage
members from outside our own area, primarily
former residents and those who have ancestral
links to the parish. To do this, we have to have
something to offer these far-flung members,
who have an interest in and love of, the history
and heritage of Buckland Brewer. We publish a
quarterly newsletter, which is issued electroni-
cally to almost all of our members, the remain-
der paying extra to receive a paper copy. We
provide help and advice to those researching
Buckland Brewer families and have just begun
to make video presentations available, for
those who live too far away to attend meetings.
These cover research hints and information
about the history of the parish. We have creat-
ed a growing, informative website and thereby
have attracted members from all parts of the
UK, as well as Canada, Australia and New
Zealand.
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We do not expect non-members to come to us
and want to do things our way. Instead, we
take history out to the residents of our parish,
meeting them where they are and capitalising
on their existing interests. Our first partnership
was with a visiting theatre group, providing
them with details of the history of our parish,
so that they could create relevant community
drama. Next, we responded to a request from
the parochial church council and surveyed,
photographed and transcribed the gravestones
in the parish’s three graveyards, making this
data available online.

Our most successful community (note: commu-
nity not society) project to date is our ongoing
work on the world war one servicemen of the
parish. Having already researched those who
lost their lives, we replicated this in our local
primary school, working with children aged 7-
11. If you plan to work in schools, you need to
have volunteers who are used to working with
young people and those volunteers need to be
prepared to undergo safeguarding checks,
which may be required by the school. There is
also scope for working, in a similar way, with
scout and guide groups or those preparing for
the Duke of Edinburgh’s award.

Two of the fallen servicemen were allocated to
each small group of children. As we knew
some men had more research potential than
others, we ensured that the ‘easy’ ones were
evenly distributed. We also arranged the
groups so that some children discovered that
they were living in the house that had previ-
ously been inhabited by their serviceman and
others were researching distant relatives. We
began by visiting the war memorial, examining
the roll of honour in the church and looking for
gravestones. This trip also involved planting
poppies on the village green. Then the children
worked their way through the Commonwealth
War Graves Commission website, parish regis-
ters, electoral rolls and the school admissions’



registers, searching for their men. They also
used subscription websites for census returns,
entries in Soldier Died in the Great War and serv-
ice records. Books and the internet provided
information about the campaigns in which
their men were involved. They produced
scrapbooks and displays as well as writing
poems. In addition, we acted as advisors and
joined in, when the school held a 1914 day.
Children and staff dressed in the costume of
the time and the school day ran along appro-
priate lines.

We have now opened this project up to the
community. Members and non-members have
volunteered to research one or more of those
who served in the first world war and sur-
vived. Non-members have seen this as a
chance to study someone who lived in their
house, for example. By examining one of our
men, they are learning the necessary tech-
niques to enable them to investigate their own
relations, who may have lived elsewhere and
that opportunity has drawn them in. Future
plans include collaborating with the local craft
group to produce a wall hanging commemo-
rating the servicemen.

We have also taken part in Oxford University’s
Hill Forts” Atlas survey. The measuring of our
own local hill fort attracted volunteers with
backgrounds in geography, who were not
members of our group. Our next project
involves using LIDAR data to identify poten-
tial man-made features in our landscape. This
too is an opportunity that will be extended to
non-members, many of whom have expressed
an interest in working on the section that
includes their own property.

In 1965, our local Women’s Institute celebrated
their fortieth anniversary by producing a
scrapbook that provided a snapshot of the vil-
lage and life in general, at that time. We
approached today’s WI members with the sug-
gestion that they might replicate this project,
fifty years on. There were two dozen sections to
be covered, such as buildings, people, food,
institutions and working life. At first, we
thought that there would be a large number of
topics left for history group members to tackle.
Not so; because this project had a resonance for
them, today’s WI agreed to work on almost all
the suggested areas for themselves, whilst we
remain in the background to encourage, moti-
vate and advise.
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Already, vil-
lage organisa-
tions are com-
ing to | us,
rather than us
having to go to
them. We have
provided
added attrac-
tions by
mounting dis-
plays at events
such as the
local craft mar-
ket and sum-
mer fete. We
have given a
presentation to
the parish
council and
will be spon-
soring classes
in the annual village show. We are truly an inte-
gral part of our community, to the mutual ben-
efit of both the history group and village inhab-
itants. We also involve ourselves in the activi-
ties of regional organisations, such as the coun-
ty family history society and belong to several
umbrella organisations, of which BALH is one.
This gives us the opportunity to share expertise
and ideas, as well as being a way of promoting
our society.

How long since your organisation gained a
new member under the age of thirty? Or,
indeed, gained a new member at all? To attract
a new generation of people to the world of his-
tory and heritage we have to abandon compla-
cency and rethink the traditional local history
society model. Do you reach out and network
using modern technology? It is amazing how
many history groups have no web presence
and do not take advantage of the opportunities
to spread the word that are provided by social
media. This is not to say that we need to aban-
don some of our more conventional activities
but these can be extended and built upon to
attract a very different clientele. By making his-
tory personal, those who might not express any
interest in history per se, find themselves
engaged in the heritage of their locality. Go and
do likewise, you have nothing to lose.

For more information about Buckland Brewer
History Group and the projects mentioned
above see https://bucklandbrewerhistory-
group.wordpress.com.



Legacies of British slave-ownership

Keith McClelland

When slavery in the British empire was abol-
ished in 1833 the British government paid out
£20 million in compensation to slave owners for
the loss of their ‘property’, that is, the men and
women who had been enslaved. One of the off-
shoots of emancipation was a unique census of
the owners. Each one was listed in a
Parliamentary Paper published in 1837-1838
and each claim for compensation was docu-
mented with material which is now held in the
National Archives at Kew.

A project undertaken at University College
London on the Legacies of British Slave-ownership
has provided the first systematic analysis of the
impact of compensation and slave-ownership
on the formation of Victorian Britain. Who were
those compensated? How much did they
receive? Where did they live? What networks of
activity — economic and social, cultural and
political — were they engaged in? Drawing on
the records of the Commissioners of Slave
Compensation, appointed to distribute the £20
million, and other records, the project has con-
structed a database and website of slave-own-
ers and other beneficiaries of compensation.
This is available at http:/www.ucl.ac.uk/Ibs. In
particular, we focussed on beneficiaries who
were living in Britain at the time of
Emancipation or came to Britain thereafter.
These ‘absentees’ amounted to about 3,000-
3,500 of the total number of about 46,000
claimants. However, they were disproportion-
ately represented, receiving about 40% of the
money.

The project has traced the absentees through six
research strands embracing different types of
legacy as well as establishing basic biographical
data about them. Commercial continuities analy-
ses the evolution of individual merchant firms
and banks receiving slave compensation, as
well as the apparent use of the compensation
money in funding other investments. Cultural
legacies examines the role of British slave-own-
ers as connoisseurs and collectors, and as
founders or participants in new cultural and
social institutions. Historical lineages explores
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the role of slave-owners and their descendants
as writers and historians constructing memo-
ries of the slave-trade and slavery.  Political
legacies traces the affiliations and associational
networks of slave-owners and their immediate
descendants in national and local politics, and
explores how former slave-owners left their
imprint on contention over free trade and the
wider reconstitution of the nation in mid-cen-
tury. Imperial legacies traces the role of slave-
owners in the wider circuits of empire, as
investors, administrators and settlers beyond
the slave-colonies. Physical legacies catalogues
and assesses the built environment associated
with slave-owners, including residential and
commercial buildings, public monuments and
public spaces. The biographical data often
includes address information, which might be
of particular interest to local historians: it is
possible to search by town or city but also by
region or, at the other end, by street where we
have the information.

The work the project is doing has already been,
and continues to be, enriched by contributions
of information and material from many inde-
pendent scholars and researchers, including
local and family historians, as well as from aca-
demic colleagues. Indeed, the project is very
much a public and collaborative venture,
drawing on the skills and knowledge of many
diverse people. All our data is available to the
public and we actively encourage people to
contribute to and correct the work we have
done. If there is someone a reader knows about
please do send us material which might be
incorporated into the database.

The work is currently being extended to look at
estate ownership in the British Caribbean
between the 1760s and 1833. This data will be
made public in the spring of 2016.

For more details of the project please visit
www.ucl.ac.uk/Ibs; or you can contact us
directly through Ibs@ucl.ac.uk.



Saved for the nation

Margaret O’Sullivan

Readers of Local History News may recall pub-
licity about dispersal of volumes and manu-
scripts from the Mendham Collection on
deposit in Canterbury Cathedral. Ownership
had passed to the Law Society which decided
to sell some items at auction. One was a print-
ed treatise on clerical marriage, extensively
annotated by John Ponet,
Bishop of Winchester ¢ 1514-56
(right). In addition, the volume
contained a sizeable (140 page)
manuscript in Ponet’s hand
comprising drafts and working
notes for his reply to this trea-
tise, written by Stephen §
Gardiner and Thomas Martin,
published in 1554 and titled ‘A
Traictise declaryng and plainly proving that
the pretensed marriage of Priestes .... is no
mariage’. Rebound in the 19th century, this vol-
ume was sold to a foreign buyer at £116,500.
The application to export it abroad was
reviewed by the Committee responsible for
considering cases concerning works of art and
objects of cultural interest who, following
expert advice, concluded it was of outstanding
significance for the study of the history of the
English Reformation and the adversarial cul-
ture of publication in 16th century Europe. In
the mid 1550s the doctrine of clerical celibacy
was a contentious issue. One of the authors,
Stephen Gardiner, had been ejected as Bishop
of Winchester, replaced by Ponet, and then re-
instated. Ponet’s own notes showed signs of
revision over time and many passages were
significantly changed later or not published at
all. This rare evidence of the authorial process
enhanced the scholarly significance of the trea-
tise. The export licence was deferred for three
months, and, thanks to the generosity of an
individual donor, during this time the British
Library was able to match the purchase price
and so add this edition to its collections.

Another recent case before the same
Committee related to a manuscript Middle
English-Latin dictionary, by an unknown com-
piler but probably produced in Yorkshire in
1483. Formerly in the Monson collection, this
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dictionary had sold at auction for £92,500 and
was intended for export to the USA. Its local
origin was important; with more than 8,000
entries on 191 pages, it had great potential for
study, not only of contemporary lexicography
but in relation to the history of education. The
manuscript is one of only two 15th century dic-
tionaries in which English words precede Latin
ones. It could well have been produced to assist
the growing number of students in newly
founded grammar schools in tasks of Latin
composition. The copy under review was one
of two known to survive; the other is an incom-
plete and inferior version, with many scribal
mistakes. Having heard objections to its export,
the Committee deferred the grant of a licence
for this manuscript, with the result that the
British Library was able to buy it, again with
financial assistance from a private person.

Export licence controls in the UK are primarily
a legacy of the post-World War II Attlee gov-
ernment, supplemented by later UK and EU
legislation. In 1950 the then Chancellor of the
Exchequer set up a committee headed by the
1st Viscount Waverley to advise on a govern-
ment policy for controlling export of “works of
art, books, manuscripts, armour and antiques’.
The Committee’s recommendations were
accepted by the Conservative Chancellor, RA
Butler, in 1952 and it is the ‘Waverley criteria’
which are still applied today.

These two recent instances show how specific
manuscript items can be saved for the nation
and so remain part of the heritage of the coun-
try in which they were produced. But it is not
easy. Criteria for deferment of an export licence
are very strictly defined. Twenty-two licences
were deferred in 2013/14, but the purchase
price was met for only eight items, with a total
value of £13.85 million. Fundraising at short
notice is never easy and specialist manuscripts
lack the visual appeal and publicity value of
Old Master paintings, for example. This means
that the intervention of the Reviewing
Committee is critical when archival ‘national
treasures’ are at risk of being lost. These cases
had successful outcomes, but they were excep-



tional. There may not always be a generous
individual philanthropist to come to the rescue.

So how can local historians help? While recog-

nising that virtually all such items will end up
in national institutions, it may be useful to
know what the process is. Finding out what
has been sold at auction is the first step. The
National Archives’ Sales Monitoring Service
alerts interested parties in advance of such
sales. If an archive service is unsuccessful at
auction, sometimes post-event purchases are
possible. If not, and the buyer wants to take an
important cultural object overseas permanent-
ly, procedures for an export control licence
come into play. Should organisations such as
the British Library or the Bodleian object, then
the issue is referred to the Reviewing
Committee who seek independent advice from
specialists. Once an export licence has been
deferred, press releases are issued and media
coverage is usually extensive.

At this point, one of the most effective strate-
gies is to join a coalition of supporters in
appeals to secure items about to be exported .
It’s not just about money: major grant-givers
such as the Heritage Lottery Fund look at evi-
dence of public interest, enthusiasm and com-
mitment. The more people who express con-
cern, the greater the likelihood that funding
bodies will take notice and the stronger the
chances of a British institution being able to
match the purchase price.

continued from p 12

Helen gave a hand-out with a list of websites,
useful for picture leads, and this is my tran-
script of it:

From the URLs below you can get access to
images that are in the public domain or avail-
able to use under a Creative Commons licence.

Read the instructions carefully in every case.

www.flickr.com/ creativecommons :
www.flickr.com/photos /britishlibrary
www.gutenberg.org

www.archive.org

www.loc.gov / pictures
www.getty.edu/legal/ copyright.htmlt#oc
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date for your diary:

Suffolk conference

BALH's next national conference will be at
University Campus Suffolk, Ipswich on 8-10
April 2016.

This will be a major local history gathering
with themes, speakers, and examples of proj-
ects of shared interest.

More information and details of how to book
for the conference will be available in the next
edition of Local History News.

Monographs and Open Access

The Higher Education Funding Council for
England has just published the Report of the
Crossick Committee which had been asked to
advise on whether monograph publications
resulting from publicly funded projects should
be made available in the Open Access format.
The Report concluded that it was too early for
such a move and that monographs and other
longer publications will not need to be made
available in an Open Access form to be eligible
for submission to the next Research Excellence
Framework.

This ruling means that County Societies which
publish editions and monographs need have
no worries for the immediate future, and con-
firms what was said by Professor Mandler at
last September's County Societies Symposium.

Claire Cross February 2015



The weekend of 9 and 10 May is ‘National
Mills Weekend 2015’. Described as ‘the annu-
al festival of our milling heritage’, there will be
opportunities to visit many places that are not
normally open to the public. Mills in Art is
again the theme. Search for mills open in your
area on www.nationalmillsweekend.co.uk.
Thanks to Meldreth Local History Group in
Cambridgeshire
for alerting their
readers (and us) to
this. Topcliffe Mill,
(right) a disused |
watermill in North
End, Meldreth, will
be open, raising
funds for the
History  Group.
www.meldrethhist
ory.org.uk

Oxford Local History Association will be
holding their Spring Study Day on 10 May, in
Uffington. The village was once the home of
John Betjeman and of Thomas Hughes.
Presentations will include the village and its lit-
erary associations, and the archaeology of the
famous White Horse and its landscape. There
will be a visit to the museum in the village and
to the White Horse and iron age hillfort.
www.olha.org.uk

The second Nottinghamshire Local History &
Archaeology Day will take place on 21 June
2015 at the University of Nottingham Museum.
www.nlha.org.uk

20

Anniversaries continue to provide interest and
focus for lectures and other activities. In its
2015-16 programme, Hedgerley Historical
Society in Buckinghamshire has three First
World War topics, plus the Women'’s institute
(founded 1915) and the group’s own 40th
anniversary. Sec jdlovelock@btinternet.com

The Midland Ancestor, from the Birmingham &
Midlands Society for Genealogy & Heraldry,
contains an article about one of the passengers
lost in the sinking of the Lusitania on 7 May
2015. Prudence Mary Rose from Birmingham
had married an American, and unperturbed by
the warnings issued by the German embassy
that the ship could be considered a legitimate
U-boat target, she boarded the Lusitania for a
visit back to England. www.bmsgh.org.uk

Southwark & Lambeth Archaeological
Society is celebrating its 50th anniversary this
year. In addition to a celebratory dinner on 19
May, they will be undertaking a special walk
on 9 June; ‘Digging up the Past’ will visit the
sites of their many excavations in Southwark.
Society enquiries b.bloice@btinternet.com

The Church Monuments Society has launched
a biennial prize of £250 called the Church
Monuments Essay Prize, to be awarded with a
certificate for the best essay submitted in the
relevant year. The aim of the competition is to
stimulate more people, particularly those who
are perhaps aiming to write on church monu-
ments for the first time or who are not regular
contributors, to submit material for the CMS
journal Church Monuments. The competition is
therefore open only to those who have not pre-
viously published an article in Church
Monuments. The subject of the essay must be an
aspect of church monuments of any period in



Britain or abroad. The length (including end-
notes) shall not exceed 10,000 words and a
maximum of 10 illustrations, preferably in
colour. The prize will only be awarded if the
essay is considered by the judges to be of suffi-
ciently high standard to merit publication in
the Society’s journal. The closing date for
entries is 31 December 2015. Please contact the
Hon. Journal Co-Editors for more details and /
or advice on the suitability of a particular topic,
or see the Society’s website www.church
monumentssociety.org for a copy of the rules and
for the guidelines to contributors.

Young Archaeologists’ Club is part of the
Council for British Archaeology. YAC will
shortly be launching their brand new website,
with a special event at Stonehenge. The current
site already has much of interest, including
‘Fun & Games’ with links to children-friendly
websites for exploring ‘lots of cool games’.
www.yac-uk.org

The Wiltshire Record Society, founded in 1937
as a branch of the Wiltshire Archaeological &
Natural History Society has, to date, published
67 volumes of edited historical texts relating to
the county. On its attractive new website, creat-
ed by Alex Craven, volumes 1-50 are now
freely available as downloadable PDF files (go
to  www.wiltshirerecordsociety.org.uk/publica-
tions). The work of digitizing this important
resource has been undertaken by Ray Wilson,
and it means that for the first time many of the
most significant sources for Wiltshire’s social,
administrative, religious, agricultural and
industrial history from the 13th century to the
19th are now fully searchable and universally
accessible. Included are several volumes listing
inhabitants at various dates, of great genealog-
ical interest, and a high-quality reproduction of
the 1773 county map. The research section of
the site includes areas for readers to post
queries about Wiltshire’s history, or to publish
shorter texts and calendars from their own
research. The website also includes informa-
tion about the society, back issues of the soci-
ety’s newsletter, The Recorder, and an applica-
tion form for membership.

A third new website has recently been
launched by the British Glass Foundation.
Based in Stourbridge, an important glass-mak-
ing centre, the Foundation is aiming to create a
new Museum of Glass to bring together exist-
ing collections currently housed at Broadfield
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House, the Red House Cone, and Himley Hall,
which together represent one of the finest hold-
ings of 18th, 19th and 20th century glass in the
world. www.britishglassfoundation.org.uk.
Reported in the Blackcountryman, Winter 2014,
www.blackcountrysociety.co.uk

Project Purley is the
local history society
for Purley on
Thames, Berkshire. |
Their next new proj- /
ect, which requires |
volunteers, is to
begin salvaging and
cataloguing Parish
Council archives
which would otherwise be disposed of. The
Journal has reached issue 97, and the group has
produced 36 other publications. www.project-
purley.eu

Gateacre Society has received a mysterious
query regarding a listed building in their area.
One of the stone slabs making up the pathway
to the side door of the property is a gravestone.
The lettering is scarcely legible but the Society's
archives contain a photograph taken in 1989:
Here Lie the Remains of Joseph Rea W... the Son of
John and ... of Liverpool who departed this ... of
November 1805 aged ...

How might it have got there? Perhaps stone
slabs, being valuable, were sold as a job lot for
re-use when a graveyard was being cleared?
www.gatsoc.org.uk

Post boxes are the subject of study for a not
insignificant number of local groups, and
appear in newsletter reports from around the
country. Sometimes the area has some particu-
larly interesting individual examples, or per-
haps the postal service is being studied as part
of the development of transport and communi-
cations for the community. Members are



referred to the British Postal Museum &
Archive (www.postalheritage.org.uk), the Bath
Postal Museum (www.bathpostalmuseum.co.uk)
and the Letter Box Study Group (www.lbsg.org).

Towcester & District Local History Society
report the loss of the last remaining evidence of
the wool trade in the town. Wool was impor-
tant in the post-medieval economy of
Towcester, and until recently there were some
Victorian paviours that formed the front apron
of the last wool warehouse. The stones were
recently removed as part of building works
under the auspices of South Northamptonshire
Council. As the society’s newsletter (Feb 2015)
quotes ‘Conservation areas are designed to
protect...” and it is known the Council had
received Brian Giggins’s 2009 report on
The Old Wool Warehouse.

www.mkheritage.co.uk/tdlhs

The problem of having two places with the
same name is highlighted by a recent issue of
the Wavertree Society Newsletter, where they
place the spotlight on ‘The two Wavertree
Halls’. Fortunately the society can tell the dif-
ference when they receive requests for infor-
mation about ‘Wavertree Hall’.
www.wavertreesociety.org

Wavertree Hall 1829, the seat of Mr Charles
Lawrence, not the Wavertree Hall owned by
Wiliam Henshaw, from whom many Henshaws in
the USA trace their family name.

In 1929 a party from St Mary’s Charlton Kings
Girls” Friendly Society went to Belgium and
visited some battlefields of the First World War.
This experience was recorded in their Branch
Log Book, and is the subject of an article in
Charlton King’s Local History Society
Research Bulletin 2015. Commenting at the end
of a long day’s “circular motor excursion in and
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around  Ypres'...
‘many of us realis-
ing for the first time
what the war must
have meant to
Belgium and her
allies and marvel-
ling at the rapidity
with  which the

signs of that titanic

a poppy picked near
Ypres in 1929,
pressed and brought
home by the Charlton
girls

J Pl o ‘B fee Cermnr, roae TEess.

effort have been obliterated’. www.charlton
kings.org.uk

Volunteers are needed almost everywhere
these days. Rickmansworth Historical Society
Review report that Watford Library is looking
for people who would give their time to help
catalogue their extensive local history collec-
tion. They have previously used volunteers in a
group conservation project re-packaging and
protecting Watford’s extensive map collection.
libraries.information@hertfordshire.gov.uk
www.rickmansworthhistoricalsociety.btck.co.uk

Society for Lincolnshire History and
Archaeology have held a special event for new
members. As a large society with a number of
groups catering for different spheres of interest
it was thought valuable to provide newer
members with a personal introduction to the
activities of the groups, and how people can
get involved. www. slha.org.uk This is some-
thing other societies may care to consider, par-
ticularly as a number have difficulty attracting
and retaining membes, and also persuading
them to become office holders. The personal
touch might make all the difference.

National
Mills Weekend
9 - 10 May
Great Gransden
Windmill,
Cambs
© Richard
Thomas

from Geograph
under Creutzgje
Commons Licence




70 years since the end of the Second World War
is another anniversary for 2015. History and
Heritage from Cheshire West & Chester
Council publish extracts from the Chester
Chronicle of 12 May 1945 that capture the spirit
of the city ‘ready to party after six years

of worry, hardship and  despair’.
chh@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk
— ;
| VE Day party

in Pitt Street

School Records

National
Findmypast.co.uk has published the first
records in its online resource for National
School Admission Registers and Log-books
1870-1914. The school records covered are

Project:

admission registers and log books. Details
usually include: name of and type of school,
name and address of pupil, date of admission,
date of leaving, name of parent and/or
guardian, date of birth, whether parents are liv-
ing or dead, and parent’s occupation. Some
might also have details of dental inspections,
diphtheria immunisation, exemption from reli-
gious instruction, and extra subjects. The first
phase comprises records from sources in thir-
teen counties across England and Wales -
Bedfordshire, Buckinghamshire, Hertfordshire,
Cambridgeshire, Cheshire, Devon,
Huntingdonshire, Kent, Lancashire, City of
Westminster and some London boroughs,
Surrey, Wiltshire and Glamorganshire. Two
further publication phases are planned with
material from about seventy-five additional
contributors, chiefly archive services. The next
phases are due to be available in spring and
autumn 2015. The records are accessible at:
www.findmypast.co.uk/school-registers
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Also recently made available online from
Findmypast are patient records from Bethlem
Royal Hospital, covering the period 1683 to
1932. Nearly a quarter of a million records,
including photos, reveal details of the lives of
those who were admitted to this infamous
institution. Admissions registers, staff books,
governors’ minutes and patients” casebooks are
included. www.findmypast.co.uk/bethlem

Barclays Group Archives announce the launch
of a new online resource, making thousands of
items from the archives freely available online.
Featuring branch photographs, advertising
material, annual reports and a selection of
other weird and wonderful items amassed by
the Archives over the years, the website also
includes information on Barclays’ history
around the world, and should prove of interest
to serious scholars and casual browsers. Based
in Manchester, the Barclays archive has been
accessible to visitors by appointment only for
the last 25 years. This initiative brings ele-
ments of this significant collection to a world-
wide audience for the first time. The Barclays
Group Archive website can be seen at
www.barclays.com/archives

Bedfordshire & Luton Archives & Records
Service’s Newsletter Winter 2015 includes
‘Conservation Corner’which explains and
illustrates some of the many activities carried
out by their conservation and preservation
team. Illustrated here is a seal from the reign of
George I in its ‘before’ and ‘after” states. Note
the repairs are deliberately visible rather
than toned in to match the original wax.
www.bedford.gov.uk/archive.

A feature article from the Salopian Recorder (the
newsletter of the Friends of Shropshire
Archives) focuses on the diary of Henry
Pidgeon, author of the guidebook ‘Memorials
of Shrewsbury’, a retail chemist in the High
Street, and Borough Treasurer for 31 years.
From the initial entry on 11 January 1823 ‘the



small pox and measles are very prevalent in
our town...” the author explores the incidence,
impact and distribution of disease, using a
variety of sources as well as the diary. The
results are clearly illustrated with coloured bar
charts (which do not reproduce well here in
black and white). www.shropshirearcives.org.uk

Since last Autumn, all three branches of
Suffolk Record Office are closed to the public
on Wednesdays. This is to allow the staff of
work on digitisation of catalogues and original
records. They have made great progress, and
are working towards the launch of the new
website later in the year which will give access
to the online catalogue. Amongst the gems dis-
covered are these tattoos on a prisoner record-
ed in a gaol book. Suffolk Local History
Council Newsletter 90. www.slhc.org.uk

Surrey History Centre has made a successful
bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund for a grant to
establish an ambitious project to commemorate
the Great War. Over the course of the next four
years, ‘Surrey in the Great War: A County
Remembers’ will be at the heart of the county’s
commemoration of the First World War and the
quest to understand how the war changed the
face of Surrey and the lives of its residents.

The grant of £458,800 will finance the collection
and publication online of community-based
research exploring all aspects of the impact of
the war on the county and the experiences of
those who served on the home front and over-
seas. People of all ages and backgrounds across
the county will be inspired to come together
with the common aim of creating a global,
interactive, accessible and enduring digital
resource telling Surrey’s story during the war
years. As a result of their work, memories and
memorabilia of the war, in danger of disap-
pearing with the passage of time, will be cap-
tured for posterity. The full project will run
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throughout the remaining years of the com-
memoration of the war, culminating in
November 2018. It will then become part of the
daily work at Surrey History Centre and be
available for further research after the end of
the Centenary.
www.exploringsurreyspast.org.uk/themes/
subjects/military/surreys-first-world-war/
remembers/

See also note about the Minton Archive on page 27
and the article on changes to archives and library
resources in Yorkshire, page 29.

A selection of items from the Metropolitan
Police will be going on show later this year at

‘The Crime Museum Uncovered’ at the
Museum of London. Until now only serving
police officers and visitors by appointment
have been allowed to visit the ‘Black Museum’,
which was set up in 1874 to train police offi-
cers, and is one of five met police museums.
This exhibition will run for six months and the
response will be reviewed before a decision is
taken to make it more permanent. The
Independent 19 March 2015

Bilsthorpe Colliery (Nottinghamshire) closed
in 1997, and since then a small group, the
Bilsthorpe Heritage Society, has collected many
artefacts telling the story of coal in their area.
Last summer they formally opened Bilsthorpe
Heritage Museum in the village hall, welcom-
ing visitors from far and wide. During the win-
ter the museum has continued to be open for
two days a week, and will shortly revert to
longer summer hours. Many of the volunteer
staff are ex-miners therefore very knowledge-
able about the industry in that locality. From
North East Derbyshire Industrial
Archaeology Society Newsletter 57.



Building work has started in Rayleigh, Essex,
as the result of a successful Heritage Lottery
Fund bid for £89,800 to help finance the forma-
tion and set up costs of the Rayleigh Town
Museum. The first floor of 91 High Street, one
of the oldest buildings in the town, is being
converted to make a purpose built venue for
collections which cover the history of the town
from its very easrliest times to the present day.
The Museum will be open 4 days a week, year
round, staffed by a group of 60 volunteers. It is
planned to function as a heritage hub to attract
visitors from the surrounding area to enjoy
other heritage sites, shops and restaurants in
the town. A recent acquisition to the museum
are some stained glass windows from Rayleigh
Stadium. www.rayleightownmuseumn.co.uk

Grimbsy Fishing Heritage Centre has been
awarded £3,000 from the Arts Council
England-funded ‘Joining Up the Humber
Museums’ partnership for new equipment and
training for staff and volunteers, particularly
aimed at its costume collection.

http://www.nelincs.gov.uk/ ¢
resident/museums-and- |
heritage/fishing-heritage-centre

More anniversaries: 200 years

ROALNIDE
R o O T,

Two things to share from a recent visit your
editor made to Manchester Museum. In the
city as an ‘accompanying person’ at an aca-
demic conference I had planned a couple of
days of art galleries, canal walks (weather per-
mitting, which it did - just) and museums if
time allowed. Across the road from the confer-
ence venue, I had a short time in the
Manchester Museum. The ‘Manchester
Gallery’ demonstrates how imaginative dis-
plays using ‘mind-mapping’ techniques can
reveal the links between the collections and the
community, under such headings as ‘Journeys’
which explored how developments in trans-
port influenced the industry of the place, via
trade routes with the rest of the world bringing
raw materials
and people. In the
centre of the
room is the skele-
ton of Maharajah
the elephant
(right) accompa-
nied by a won-
derful video of a
visiting  school
party discussing
the displays with
two members of
Gorton Local
History Group. The Living Worlds room was
full of enthusiastic young children. What might
be considered very old fashioned dark wood
display cases, and ‘“traditional’ natural history
specimens from the hands of taxidermists,
have been given a mod-
ern interpretation placed
in the context of concepts
such as “peace’, 'symbols’
. and much more. A thread
around the room comes

since the birth of Anthony w7
Trollope who spent 34 years
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installation of Romuald
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The words ‘local history is a hugely powerful
educational resource’ leap out from the top of
an article in the Winter 2014 issue of
Conservation Bulletin from English Heritage.
The sentence continues ‘ — but it needs expert
knowledge and skills to help teachers and chil-
dren to unlock its stories’. Other articles there
demonstrate how this is being done around the
country with case studies of projects that have
inspired children; examples of high quality
teacher training; and other opportunities and
initiatives. Issue 73 is entitled ‘Children and
Place’. www.english-heritage.org.uk

‘How many pupils can you get in a round house?”
Julian Richards and the "'What's under Your
School’ project

Still going strong, the Latin and Palaeography
Summer School run by Keele University (the
38th) takes place this year 25-30 July. Some bur-
saries are available, especially for post-gradu-
ate and archive students. Please see the web-
site: www.eventsforce.net/lpss2015
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Anniversaries are coming thick and fast at the
moment. On 12 May the Centre for West
Midlands History, University of Birmingham,
will host the Eric Hopkins Memorial Lecture,
which will involve several speakers, and the
launch of a new History West Midlands publi-
cation ‘Fortune of War: the West Midlands at
the time of Waterloo’. email
m.m.dick@bham.ac.uk

It is 60 years since the publication of W G
Hoskins” The Making of the English Landscape
which broke new ground in the way towns and
countryside were studied. On 17 October 2015
University of Oxford Department for
Continuing Education will be holding a day
conference to examine the influence of
Hoskins’ work. Amongst the speakers are Alan
Crosby, and Kate Tiller, well known to BALH,
and also Angus Winchester who is giving the
BALH annual lecture in June.
www.conted.ox.ac.uk (search courses by key-
word Hoskins)

Lancaster University’s Regional Heritage
Centre, which promotes and celebrates the
social and cultural heritage of North West
England, was officially launched at a spe-
cial event on 7th March 2015. The event
was an opportunity to celebrate the cen-
tre’s work and the University’s renewed
commitment to public engagement in the
field of cultural heritage. Following the
event, guests were treated to an entertain-
ing lecture by the archaeologist Lindsay
Allason-Jones OBE on her varied experi-
ences as a historical consultant in the film
and TV industries. To find out more about
the Centre, visit www.lancaster.ac.uk/rhc

An exhibition held at Hatfield Library in
February displayed the results of Onslow
St Audrey’s School’s interesting work on
WWT1. They received a Heritage Lottery Fund
grant to enable them to research the war at
home and abroad. Help was also given by local
history societies in the area. At the same time
related material from Hertfordshire Archives &
Local Studies, Hatfield Library, Hatfield Local
History Society, and Lemsford Local History
Society was on show. From 14 June to 12 July,
the school’s display can be seen in Gallery 1 at
Mill Green Museum.
hatfieldhistory@ntlworld.com



Celebrations in Hampshire to mark the 600th
anniversary of the Battle of Agincourt have
been given a boost with the award to the Berry
Theatre (run by Eastleigh Borough Council) of
more than £80,000 by the Heritage Lottery
Fund (HLF). “Agincourt 600" will see organisa-
tions from across the county uniting to com-
memorate the anniversary, focusing on the
important role Hampshire played in the lead
up to the battle. The project will see the theatre
collaborate with a variety of organisations to
produce three different performances marking
the anniversary, including: a newly commis-
sioned peripatetic play that recreates the events
of the Southampton Plot - which sought to
overthrow Henry and the House of Lancaster
and install a new 'rightful king’; a new play
inspired by the boy soldiers who travelled with
the baggage train of Henry V’s army; and
Shakesperience, a project which will see more
than 3,000 Hampshire secondary schoolchild-
ren involved in a production of Henry V. Over
the next two years there will be a series of
events and activities supporting the produc-
tions including: a touring exhibition; research
in each of 12 locations; a training programme-
covering heritage landscapes, archaeology, dig-
ital technology, local history and interpretation;
a maritime dig by the University of
Southampton on the site of the wreck of Henry
V’s flag ship Grace Dieu, (below); and a Grace
Dieu virtual museum website.The Hamble
Peninsula will be a focal point for the 600th
anniversary of Agincourt in 2015, being the
centre for ship-building in 15th century
England, where the armies embarked to invade
France. gill.jenkins@eastleigh.gov.uk.
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Minton Archive

Another long campaign to save a major pottery
archive has come to fruition, just months after
the successful conclusion of the Wedgwood
Museum and Archive appeal. In 2007 the for-
mer owners of the Wedgwood firm consigned
for sale at auction the archive of Mintons which
they had acquired in 2005. The guide price was
£6.5 million, but the collection was withdrawn
following public protests. Now, after 8 years of
uncertainty, with the aid of a £1.1 million grant
from the Heritage Lottery Fund, the Art Fund
has purchased the whole archive for £1.5 mil-
lion and it will be donated to Staffordshire and
Stoke on Trent Archive Service. Most of the
papers will be held at Stoke on Trent, but some
will be on display at the Potteries Museum in
Hanley and in the new Wedgwood Museum in
Barlaston. Other contributors to the appeal
included the Bamford Charitable Foundation,
the bet365 Foundation and the William A
Cadbury Charitable Trust.

The Minton archive is of great historical impor-
tance because it documents more than two cen-
turies of innovative pottery design and manu-
facture. Apart from the records of Minton itself,
it comprises archives of Royal Doulton and a
number of smaller firms taken over by Royal
Doulton in the 20th century. Once the collection
is catalogued, historians of the visual arts in
particular will benefit from the wealth of origi-
nal designs, drawings and pattern books which
provide insight into the work of many leading
designers of the 19th and early 20th centuries.

In 1793 Thomas Minton (1765-1836) established
a pottery factory, initially to produce earthen-
ware. During the Victorian period, Minton was
known for its domestic products, notably its
tiles which were sold worldwide. They can be
seen in the floor of the Capitol building in
Washington, for example. AW N Pugin (1812-
52) worked with Mintons to produce the mosa-
ic pavement for St George's Cathedral,
Southwark, which is now in the Victoria and
Albert Museum. Another leading designer
associated with Mintons from the 1860s to the
1880s was Christopher Dresser (1834-1904)
who introduced Aesthetic style pieces. Later
output featured Art Nouveau and Secessionist
designs. Amalgamations of pottery firms led to
the merger of Mintons with Royal Doulton in
1968 and subsequently to the end of Minton
and Doulton ceramic production in England.

Margaret O’Sullivan



England’s Immigrants 1330-1550
Public conference, York 14 February 2015

Margaret O’Sullivan

This important three-year AHRC-funded proj-
ect, to map aliens resident in England between
1330 and 1550, concluded with a day confer-
ence at the King's Manor in York. Attendees
came from all over the country and local histo-
rians were well represented.

The great volume of data now accessible on the
website www.englandsimmigrants.com has
enhanced research opportunities at national,
regional and local level. Two of the main
sources, records of denizations and of alien
subsidies, were analysed by Dr Alan Bryson
and Dr Jonathan Mackman. Having outlined
the problems of spasmodic coverage and errat-
ic data in the alien subsidies, Dr Mackman
explored the range and scope of information,
particularly about place of origin. 'Scot' and
‘Breton' were examples of surnames easy to
interpret, whereas 'Ducheman’ might refer
equally to someone from the Low Counties or
from what today is Germany. While wives of
resident aliens were exempt from taxation,
widows were not, and so the subsidies, partic-
ularly that of 1440, may indicate birth overseas
- in Ireland, for instance. It would be wrong to
infer that resident aliens were concentrated in
cities; entries showed they were widely dis-
persed, with many living in rural communities,
perhaps as skilled craftsmen or tradesmen. A
map of aliens in North Cumberland in 1440
illustrated this point.

Dr Jessica Lutkin demonstrated how to interro-
gate the database; this information is also pro-
vided in a Users' Guide downloadable from the
English website. Sorting of data, for example
by occupations, is very straightforward.
Particularly useful are the maps on the data-
base, providing both historical and modern
contexts. Subsequent sessions focussed on na-
tional' groups and considered evidence of
immigrants from France, the Low Countries
and Italy.  Unsurprisingly, of all the immi-
grants noted in the database with a place of ori-
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gin, the majority are from what is modern
France - up to 64% in the 1440 alien subsidy. An
exceptional example of an agricultural worker
was a Frenchman recorded as a 'keeper of pigs'
in Northamptonshire; perhaps he was brought
over as a servant from the local gentry family's
landholding in France? Other case studies
looked at political, economic and environmen-
tal incentives for foreigners to come to
England. Characteristics other than national or
regional origin were then analysed by speakers
on subjects such as racial minorities and the
evidence in the database of intermarriage
between English people and immigrants. Data
from Rutland and Herefordshire in the 1440s
showed interesting patterns. In Rutland, of the
26 aliens assessed in 1440, fifteen were married
to English wives; in Herefordshire, of 57 aliens
in the 1443 assessment, seven were married to
English (or Welsh) wives. Of the forty French
aliens recorded in Herefordshire, four had
English wives, while of the seven Flemings,
three were married to Englishwomen.

Dr Peter Fleming examined data for immi-
grants in Bristol. A very high number (249 out
of 1364 entries) of alien residents were record-
ed as 'Icelanders'. None were householders;
few had second names; perhaps this might
indicate relatively low status. The historical
background was of especial interest: an
Icelandic writer has referred to the fifteenth
century as 'Iceland's English century' because it
saw greatly increased trade links between the
two countries. Accusations were also levelled
against the English of kidnapping Icelandic
children to use them as bonded servants. For
another part of the country, Lincolnshire, Dr
Alan Kissane, drew on court records between
1331 and 1429 to study the inter-relationships
between aliens and local justice. Most aliens in
this county came from the Low Countries,
broadly defined, but there were small numbers
of French, Scots and 'Lombards'. Much violent
crime was alien on alien: Brabanters were mur-



dered by Flemings; Hollanders and Germans
killed one another. Economic competition
could well have been a factor in such cases. But
immigrants could also rise in local society; an
'Esterling' became a bailiff in 1332, for example.
Immigrants in York and Yorkshire were sur-
veyed by Professor Ormrod. York was home to
83 immigrants in 1440; the East Riding (exclud-
ing Hull) had 481, the North Riding 323 and the
West Riding 136. In York six were Scottish, four
"Dutch' and two French; 45 were householders,
mostly skilled tradesmen including two gold-
smiths, but 17 were servants. Similar origins
were recorded for main groups in the East
Riding and West Riding in the same year, but,
interestingly, women feature more prominent-
ly; entries include a Frenchwoman who was a
labourer in Carlton in Barkston Ash Wapentake
and a Scottish widow who was a weaver in
Cawood. A specific case study related to Henry
Wyman, a Hanseatic merchant from Hamburg
who was trading in cloth and wine from the
1370s onwards. He became a Freeman of York
and obtained letters of denization in 1388.
Between 1407 and 1410 he was Mayor of the
city three times. Henry married the daughter of
another mayor, John Barden; his daughter,
Joan, married the eldest son of chief justice
William Gascoigne. Thus the immigrant Henry
became a member of the 'Micklegate elite' of
urban and gentry families and, in addition, had
a strong association with the cult of Archbishop
Richard Scrope who died in 1405.

This was a stimulating and wide-ranging con-
ference which showed how online resources
can open up the research potential of archives
previously very difficult to use by non-special-
ists. Case studies demonstrated the value to
regional and local historians of medieval series
in The National Archives.The website data will
be a valuable starting point for enquiries relat-
ing to the diversity of the population of
England in the later Middle Ages; to occupa-
tions; to the status of women, both as wives
and as widows; to economic and social net-
works; to cultural contacts; as well as for many
other topics. Thanks to this project, interpreta-
tions of 'immigrant’ in late medieval England
can now be based on detailed contemporary
evidence.

www.englandsimmigrants.com
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Yorkshire Archives
and

Local History
Libraries 2015

Claire Cross

York City Archives

A decade or two after the Second World War
York city archives, which date back to soon
after the Norman Conquest, were transferred
from the Guildhall to an annex of the City Art
Gallery. Those wanting to use the archives had
to squeeze into a cramped and noisy reading
room, the storage conditions for records did
not to meet the required standards, and it was
increasingly recognised that the archives could
not stay in their present premises. Proposals
were made at the turn of the century that the
archives should be deposited in alternative
purpose built record offices outside the city, but
local opinion, voiced in particular by the
Friends of York City Archives, was adamant
that the archives should remain within the city
walls, and ultimately this won the day. The city
obtained a substantial grant from the Heritage
Lottery Fund to construct a state of the art
record repository above a single storey wing of
the city's Central Library and transform the for-
mer reference library in the parallel wing into a
Local History Centre. A substantial bay at one
end of the new local history library, well
endowed by natural light, has been enclosed
by a glass screen to form the Archives Reading
Room, while at the opposite end of the library
a separated room has been converted into a
Family History Room equipped with both
microfilm readers and computers. All the
building and refurbishment work was finished
on schedule and the new Local History Centre
was opened to the public at the beginning of
January 2015. A concerted effort is being made
to make the content and nature of the city's
archives better known and articles publicising
the archives have appeared regularly in the
local newspaper. At the moment the archives
can be consulted on Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday and Saturday: all the modern



printed books in the Local History Library are
on open access and this part of the Local
History Centre is open throughout the week
and at weekends. In the hope that they might
become eligible for charitable grants York City
Council has very recently placed its library
services into a charitable trust. The new trust is
eager to recruit volunteers; it is too soon to
know whether it will be able to maintain the
present level of professional library and
archive staff.

The Yorkshire Archaeological
Archives and Library

Society

It was reported in the last issue of Local History
News that the Yorkshire Archaeological Society
had concluded that for economic reasons it
could no longer maintain its headquarters at
Claremont and had reluctantly decided to sell
the building and deposit its impressive library
and extensive archival collections in the
Brotherton Library of the University of Leeds.
The YAS management committee had assumed
that the Society's archives would be transferred
to the Leeds University Library in February
2015 and that they would then become avail-
able to readers in the University Library's
Special Collections Department some time
after Easter 2015, and that the Society's library
would be transferred to the Leeds University
Library in September 2015 in the expectation
that the books would be accessible early in the
2015-2016 academic year. Very recently the sec-
retary of the Yorkshire Archaeological Society
has sent round details of major changes to this
schedule.

YAS Archives

Although most of the Society's archives were in
it good condition, it had emerged that some
needed remedial conservation treatment,
which Leeds University Library required
should be carried out before the archives could
be deposited in its strong rooms. The Society
would be seeking grant aid to fund the conser-
vation. The archives were now to be placed in
a specialist conservation treatment centre and
stored there until the conservation work had
been completed. It was not now expected that
the archives could be transferred to the
University of Leeds Library Special Collections
before the academic year 2015-2016 and that
the earliest date that readers might be able to
gain access to the archives was now the begin-
ning of 2016.

YAS Library

The University of Leeds Library had only
agreed to accept books from the YAS library
which were not duplicates of those it already
held. Checking had revealed that copies of
around half the books in the YAS Library were
already in the Leeds University Library. These
would be purged and the remainder trans-
ferred to the Leeds University Library in
September 2015, and in order to prepare for the
transfer the YAS Library at Claremont would
be closed to readers from 1 April 2015. It had
been hoped that the volumes from the truncat-
ed YAS library would become accessible to YAS
members quite soon after the September trans-
fer. Because of 'resourcing issues' this, however,
now seemed unlikely and at the moment the
Management Committee had no date at which
they might become available.

Plans for the sale of the YAS headquarters at
Claremont are progressing. For the 2015-2016
season YAS lectures will be taking place at the
Swarthmore Education Centre in Woodhouse
Square, Leeds.
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An excuse for not citing references:

‘Thave abstained from encumbering the text by
an enumeration of the various antiquarian, his-
torical, and biographical authorities to which I
have had recourse, as they will easily suggest
themselves to the minds of those who are
familiar with such subjects, and will be readily
dispensed with by the general reader, for
whom, indeed, the work is more especially
intended’.

In the preface to a history of Wilton written by
James Smith, published 1851.

Phoebe Merrick
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Guided Visits

Report on visit to Lichfield Museum
Friday 28 March

A group of over 20 people took this 'conversa-
tional walk' with Dr Trevor James. While near-
ly half had come via BALH others had seen the
poster in local churches, or were members of
the Historical Association, while there were
two people that just noticed the event going on
and joined in!

Dr James introduced the visitors to the build-
ing and to key elements of the collections at the
museum, and reflected on their local and
national significance. Participants considered
that the event had been both informative and
enjoyable.

BALH members will know that from time to
time guided visits have had to be cancelled due
to lack of support. This example has demon-
strated that wider local promotion of such
opportunities, particularly via relevant local
organisations, has the potential to avoid such
problems. In the slightly longer term we aim to
develop regional bases from which to offer
similar activities in future, with the help of
hard working members around the country
who are prepared to take on the arrangements.
For example, there is a planned visit to the
Erasmus Darwin Museum in Lichfield on 2016.

BALH Guided Visits

see also Supplement p1

Booking: see the website
www.balh.org.uk/events or contact
BALH PO Box 6549, Somersal herbert,
Ashbourne DE6 5WH
01283 585947

Details are published as they become available. The
Events Committee would be delighted to hear of
suggestions from members to help planning the

Guided Visits programme.
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NB please support

Local History Day

in Birmingham on Saturday 6 June 2015

Guided visit in Birmingham

The Birmingham & Midland Institute,
incorporating “The Birmingham Library’

Friday 5 June 2015 2 pm

If you are coming to Local History Day this
year, do consider joining this visit on the after-
noon before.

The Birmingham Library was begun in 1779, in
the house of John Lee a button manufacturer, as
a private lending Library and was subsequent-
ly reorganised in 1781 by Joseph Priestley the
pioneering chemist and discoverer of oxygen.
In 1899 the Library was relocated to the present
building in Margaret Street to be joined by the
Birmingham and Midland Institute following
the demolition of their premises nearby in the
1960's.

The Birmingham Library holds some 100,000
books ranging from 18th century volumes to
the Prime Ministers of the 20th century and a
strong holding of late 19th century /early 20th
century novels. It uniquely holds many books
on Birmingham history not available else-
where. It is also intended to visit separately the
Robert Deeley Collection - a donation of some
3000 books on Architecture, Church History,
Landscape, Archaeology and Topography. The
Library is set between two floors with a small
metal circular staircase.

Also in this building is the Reference Library of
The Birmingham and Midland Society for
Genealogy and Heraldry where are kept a wide
range of 'Family History' records for the
Counties of Staffordshire, Warwickshire, and
Worcestershire. Arrangements have been made
to visit the Kingsley Norris room and to be
given a brief overview of the 9000 holdings in
the Library and where 'History Books' fit into
ancestral research.

A small cafe is available on the premises for
mid afternoon refreshments.

On conclusion of the visit it is hoped to walk



next door to the Birmingham School of Art and
admire the Victorian Architecture of the
entrance foyer.

Prior to coming to the BMI visitors may wish to
take lunch in the remarkable Edwardian Tea
Room located in the Birmingham Museum and
Art Gallery in Chamberlain Square, and
admire the 19th century grade 11 listed build-
ings. (The BMI is located just around the cor-
ner) Maps will be provided to visitors.

(NB - this visit should not be confused with an ear-
lier intended visit to the new iconic public library
named 'The Library of Birmingham' which is
unfortunately being subjected to a reduction of staff
and opening hours.)

Guided Visit for August 2015

Houses of Parliament and Parliamentary
Archives
London

date TBA when summer recess is known

The visit to the Royal Palace of Westminster
within which is situated the Parliament of the
United Kingdom will consist of a conducted
tour (assembly and commencing tour about
11.00am) of the Common's and Lord's
Chambers together with the Queen's Robing
Room and the Royal Gallery. Coming in
through St. Stephen's entrance the party will
process to Westminster Hall, the oldest surviv-
ing building on the site, and the place of many
State trials - notably that of Charles 1 in 1649.
The party will then move on to the octagonal
Central Lobby which is the centrepiece of the
Palace where they may wish to 'lobby' their
Member of Parliament. From the Central
Lobby the party will move north to the
Commoner's Chamber and south to the Peer's
Chamber. The tour will last 75 minutes.

Lunch can be taken in the Cafe located in the
Parliamentary building.

After lunch the party will assemble in the Black
Rod's Garden for a visit to the Parliamentary
Archives located in the Victoria Tower. The
visit will include a presentation in the lecture
room, a display of documents and a visit to the
storage area at the very top of the tower where
the Bills and Acts of Parliament, in their rolled
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parchment form, are kept under strict preser-
vation conditions - a unique opportunity.
There will be an introduction to the facilities of
the Visitor's Search Room, with the possibility
of members requesting particular information
for their own particular historical subject in
advance through the Event Organiser, and the
opportunity to remain there until closing time
of 5pm for personal research. A necessary level
of physical mobility will be required as there
are 222 steps to climb up and to come down in
the event of a fire alarm! Due to the size of the
tower the party will be restricted to 16 persons.

Guided Visit Salisbury
5 September 2015

Magna Carta and the Salisbury Museum

Salisbury Cathedral houses the best preserved
of the four surviving original copies of Magna
Carta. In its 800th anniversary year, our visit
provides an opportunity to see this iconic doc-
ument, and an exhibition of associated
medieval material from the cathedral’s
archives.

This will last about one hour. There is then
plenty to see in the Cathedral itself and also in
its magnificent Close.

For lunch, there are places to eat in the
Cathedral, in Salisbury Museum, in the
Military Museum and in Mompesson House
(NT), all in the Close. And of course many
more in the city just outside the High Street
Gate. If the weather is fine, the Close is a love-
ly venue for a picnic.

In the afternoon there will be a guided tour of
the Salisbury Museum’s new award-winning
Wessex Gallery which contains an internation-
ally important archaeological collection from
the city and surrounding area. The museum’s
special exhibition for Summer 2015 is of paint-
ings by JMW Turner (which would need book-
ing separately www.salisburymuseum.org.uk).



Historic KFC

Alan Crosby

The headline caught my eye, as I was glancing
through the local paper: ‘Mystery of reprieve
for historic KFC’. We in Preston were proud
that we had, among many other claims to fame
in this ancient borough, the oldest purpose-
built Woolworth's store in the world. Situated
in Fishergate, the main shopping street, it was
built in 1911, and was only the second to be
opened in Britain (after one in Church Street,
Liverpool), following a visit by Frank and Fred
Woolworth, founders of the celebrated chain.
The building is still there, despite the sad
demise of Woolworths a few years ago. It's a
rather attractive white structure with Art Deco
detailing and is now used by Next and other
retailers.

But what about the historic KFC? Could this be
true? I read on. The Kentucky Fried Chicken in
Preston was nothing less than the first to be
opened anywhere in the world outside the
United States and Canada. What a sensational

honour - ahead of London, Liverpool and any
other hip and swinging place, it was proud
Preston which was targeted by Ray Allen,
English agent of the famous chain of what were
slightly euphemistically known as ‘restau-
rants’. This was a whole nine years before the
arrivistes known as McDonalds appeared in
this country. How historic is that?

I did some on-line searching, and came across a
website called - improbably but true -
Kentucky Fried Bloggin’ (the work of ‘a group
of dedicated enthusiasts who just can’t get
enough of that finger lickin” chicken. Praise the
lord, Colonel Harland Sanders’ ... it is surreal in
its oddness). This included a short, if not entire-
ly reliable, account of the historic event.
Preston was, from a transatlantic perspective,
‘a small town in North West England’ but
‘Allen was on home turf and due to his catering
background throughout the 1950s he thought
that the good people of Preston were ready for

.
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This might be a fast food innovation
to you, lad, but when you're older
you'll realise this has been heritage

in the maiung




this taste’. There is scope for historical research:
‘The Colonel is ... rumoured to have visited
Preston to oversee the overseas expansion of
his empire in its nascent stages. Rumour
though is all it seems to be for there is no sub-
stantiating evidence to be found, not even in
Preston. Nor does the colonel mention ever
having visited in his autobiography giving the
country only a fleeting mention”.

Anyway, further internet investigation was
required, and I discovered that the people of
mid-Lancashire fifty years ago were not imme-
diately impressed. My friend Paul Swarbrick
co-authors the excellent ‘BlogPreston’ site, and
a correspondent wrote that "My mum remem-
bers the opening very well. Apparently the
good folk of Preston were reticent towards the
idea of fast food chicken, resulting in a scene
involving the manager jogging up and down
Fishergate with free samples urging people to
give it a try’. Paul, echoing this recollection,
remembered that ‘At the time of the opening,
myself and a few pals, who only had a few
weeks left before leaving school, had heard that
the new Kentucky Fried Chicken outlet were
going to be giving away free samples. We
decided in our ‘wisdom’ that we would bunk-
off school and explore the possibility of trying

out their wares. Unfortunately we didn’t man-
age to find anyone with the free samples and
ended up spending most of our pocket money
on gorging ourselves on the delicious offerings
of Colonel Saunders. It was money well spent
though as I have been eating the stuff ever
since that time; hence, I'm not a small lad any
more but at least I can say that I was one of the
first customers to eat at the first KFC outlet in
the UK".

History is fascinating - and here’s a serious
point. The opening of a KFC in Preston fifty
years ago — arguably, Britain’s first ever fast
food joint - was the harbinger of a transforma-
tion which has altered our ‘high streets’ and
our eating habits (or those of some of us)
almost beyond recognition. A revolution in the
social history of Britain took place half a centu-
ry ago a mile from where I'm typing this. That
is local history which is of tremendous impor-
tance. But that branch of KFC, in the very cen-
tre of the city, might soon be closing. This, in its
way, will be at least as significant as the
planned closure of Victorian churches or the
threatened demolition of mid-nineteenth cen-
tury houses. Where is the local history of fast
food? And should Preston KFC be scheduled,
urgently, as a historic monument?

BALH TRUSTEE PROFILE

I am a Lancastrian by birth, but was educated
in Switzerland where all my lessons were in
Swiss German. I still have a love for Europe
and its history. I now live in a house in
Wiltshire surrounded by tumuli and a few
miles from Stonehenge.

I started work for the Royal Exchange
Insurance at 18 and had a very good grounding
in underwriting. I was invited to set up the UK
end of an East African firm of brokers but
unfortunately this came to an end when the
director in Uganda was thrown into one of
General Amin’s prisons and the other directors
sold out in consequence. Isubsequently set up
an insurance brokerage which grew to cover
most of the archaeological activities in the UK,
getting to see many important discoveries,
such as the Dover Bronze Age Boat, while they
were still in the restoration stage.

I am now retired but seem to work just as hard
as a Wiltshire Councillor, with special interests
in strategic planning, planning and care for
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young people and the elderly. The thorny
problem of the A303 with its continual tail-
backs at Stonehenge is a continuing headache.
I am a trustee of Salisbury Museum and its con-
tinuing expansion gives me a great deal of
pleasure. I am arranging a visit for the BALH
to the Magna Carta exhibition in 2015. Iam a
keen sailor and am just about to become Vice
Commodore of our local Yacht Club.

Planning in Salisbury is one my major interests,
with its high level of historic and listed build-
ings and its fascinating history. I feel I can put
my hobby to good use, as I was once Chairman
of Planning for Salisbury District Council and
undertaking ongoing lobbying of the Unitary
Council on matters relating to Salisbury and
the surrounding area. Ihave been fortunate in
my political career to have been Chairman of
both Salisbury DC and Wiltshire County
Council It was for these reasons that I was
originally invited to join the Council of the
BALH.

Bill Moss



Notes News Issues

Jane Howells

Local History Day 2015

Local History Day Saturday 6 June in
Birmingham: There has been a good response
for tickets to this year, they are still available
and we would be delighted to see you there.
Amongst the displays will be a bookstall from
The History Press and Phillimore where you
will be able to find their latest local history
publications. This will also provide an oppor-
tunity for anyone with an idea for a book to
make contact with one of the major publishers
in our field.

Claire Cross honoured

We are delighted to note that Claire Cross, one
of BALH's Vice-Presidents and former Chair,
has been made a 2014 Jubilee Fellow by the
Historical Association. Quoting from their cita-
tion: Professor Claire Cross is well known to
anyone who studies Tudor, religious or local
history. She was Professor of History at York
from 1986 until her retirement in 2002. She con-
tinues to be active in a number of organisations
including the British Association for Local
History, and the Ecclesiastical History Society,
and is a member of the HA's Public History
Committee. She has written and edited count-
less books, essay collections and articles.

E-newsletter

Jacquie Fillmore would be pleased to receive
material for the next issue of the e-newsletter as
soon as possible. Short notes, information
about forthcoming events, longer contribu-
tions, and illustrations are welcome.
e-news@balh.org.uk

Open Forum

The next Open Forum will be on Saturday 10
October. Richard Hoyle will be speaking about
the latest developments at the VCH (see also p
8 of this issue for the current situation)

35

Society Insurance

In the centre of this issue of LHN there is a
paper copy of the Insurance Fact Sheet. We
suggest societies remove and keep this.

Local history in the media

How many of us would echo the phrase 'my
first stop was XXX local history library ..."?
That appeared in the Guardian supplement last
Saturday in an article from someone who was
investigating the history of their house and its
residents, beginning with a Victorian child's
boot discovered in the cellar. Credit was also
given to their local archaeology and history
society in Islington, and to the Victorian
Society. Long may such local resources, with
their expert staff and members, be available to
support and extend the enthusiasm of people
for local historical information. The Guardian 28
March 2015 Family p 3

BALH website

We know many member societies have a link to
our website on theirs, which is a very useful
way of many contacts around the world. Please
could you update the link to www.balh.org.uk.
Similarly please let us know if you change the
domain name of your site so we can make a
reciprocal change.

Continuing developments on our new site
include uploading pdfs of back issues of TLH
(we have now reached 2004 - working back-
wards). Coming soon will be advice on starting
a local history society, and new material for
teachers. Any suggestions for future improve-
ments (such as material to go in the Members'
Only area) are welcome, though please do not
expect instant action on everything!

Corrections: LHN 114 p 32 the missing price of Come
into the Factories reviewed here is £6.99

LHN 114 p 35 Trustees’ Report: Chris Webb (not
Webbs) gave the presentation on York Cause Papers
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BRITISH
ASSOCIATION

FOR LOCAL
HISTORY

REGISTERED CHARITY 285467

www.balh.org.uk

The British Association for Local History (BALH) was created in 1982 as the successor
to earlier organisations which had supported the study of local history over previous
decades. Its purpose is

to encourage and assist the study of local history throughout Great Britain
as an academic discipline and as a rewarding leisure pursuit
for both individuals and groups.

To achieve this the Association

e serves as the national body representing local and regional historians

* hosts Local History Day, an annual event open to all, with discussions, presentation of awards,
AGM, and a specially commissioned lecture based on current research

* publishes the prestigious quarterly journal The Local Historian which includes regular features
on themes, sources, websites, and a copious reviews section

e produces a quarterly members' magazine Local History News reporting on up to date
developments and examples of best practice from around the country

* makes annual awards to individuals who have made a significant contribution to local history;
for excellence in research and publication; and for an outstanding local society newsletter

» organises guided visits to places of relevant interest, often not easily accessible otherwise

* collaborates with other organisations to arrange conferences and similar events around the
country

» provides a website for information and links

* publishes specialist handbooks.

The Association is an unincorporated registered charity, governed by an elected Council with three
advisory committees dealing with publications, education and events. It is financed by its
members. Subscriptions are for a calendar year but may be started at any time; new members
receive the material already issued during the year.

Individual £30.00
Student on a full- or part-time £25.00
course in local history

Local society or group £65.00
Institutions £38.00
Overseas £42.50
School £25.00

(Libraries subscribing to The Local Historian via agents are treated as Institutional members)

BALH PO BOX 6549, SOMERSAL HERBERT, ASHBOURNE DE6 SWH
01283 585947 mail@balh.org.uk




A birthday card sent from a soldier in France to his son in Trowbridge, Wiltshire. © private collection, with thanks to
Michael Marshman. See Rosie Kennedy’s article on children in the First World War starting on p 5

Chobham Common Surrey, a typical heathland landscape of the borders of
Berkshire, Hampshire and Surrey, see article p 4. Photo Alan Crosby
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Supplement

Events 2015

5 June Guided Visit - “The Birmingham Library” (see p 31)

6 June LOCAL HISTORY DAY Birmingham (booking form overleaf)
August Guided Visit - Parliamentary Archives (see p 32)

5 September Guided Visit - Magna Carta at Salisbury Cathedral and Stonehenge collections
in new Wessex Gallery at Salisbury Museum (see p 32)

17 October  Study Day with East Yorkshire Local History Society, Beverley

7 November Conference with Local Population Studies Society, Leicester (flyer enclosed)

Events 2016

8-10 April  Conference Ipswich, Suffolk (see p.19)

Guided Visits are designed for small groups to visit less accessible places and collections; booking forms for these, and
all other events, with full details and prices are available on our website or from BALH(V) PO Box 6549,

Somersal Herbert, Ashbourne, DE6 5SWH.

This information becomes available at intervals and a separate addressed envelope or label should be sent for each set of details required.




BALH Annual General Meeting

The Priory Rooms, Quaker Meeting House,
40 Bull Street, Birmingham B4 6AF

Saturday 6 June 2015

The Annual General Meeting will start at 12.30 pm with the President,
Professor David Hey, in the chair.

The AGM is for members only, but guests are welcome.
1. Apologies for absence

2. Minutes of the AGM held at The Charity Centre, London NW1 2DP, on Saturday 7 June
2014 and matters arising.
Abridged Minutes were published with Local History News No 114. Further copies can be
sent by post on request to the Business Manager and will be available at the meeting.

3. To consider the Annual Report and Accounts for 2014.
Copies can be sent by post on request to the Business Manager and will be available at the
meeting.

4. To consider membership subscriptions

5. To elect Officers and Members of Council
The following nominations have been received™:

Chair: Dr Tim Lomas
Vice-chair: Mrs Jacquelené Fillmore

Council members: Prof Claire Cross
Mr David Griffiths
Mr Dick Hunter
Dr Jo Mattingly
Dr Margaret O’Sullivan
Dr Ruth Paley
Dr Winifred Stokes
Dr Kate Tiller
Dr Nigel Tringham

6. Any other business
No further items of business have been received*

Papers noted above may be requested from the Business Manager, Mrs Annmarie Jones,
BALH PO Box 6549, Somersal Herbert, Ashbourne DE6 5WH. Please send a S.A.E.

*at time of printing



GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS

Do you need a gift for someone who has everything — and is interested in local
history? Why not give a subscription to BALH to mark a birthday, Christmas,
anniversary or retirement? We can personalise the way it is presented to suit
you, perhaps with one of our publications, or a ticket to an event. Please get in
touch to discuss the possibilities.

LEGACIES TO BALH

After you have provided for those you care for, leaving a proportion of the
remainder of your estate is a great way of making a difference to a cause you
care about.

By including BALH among the beneficiaries mentioned in your will, you can
play a direct and vital part in helping to ensure our long-term success and
security. Legacies help BALH to flourish, and they allow you to leave a lasting
memory which will be shared by other lovers of local history.

Your solicitor can best advise you how to include BALH in your will, but
whichever way you choose to make or update your will it is absolutely vital to
include our full name. Please specify that you are leaving your gift to ‘British
Association for Local History, Registered Charity No 285467°. An existing will
can be amended with a codicil to reflect a change in your wishes. We can
supply a draft codicil form; do consult your solicitor or legal adviser before
completing it. Please do not write on or amend your current will, or it could
become invalid.

If you are interested in directing your gift to BALH to be used for a specific
purpose, we would strongly recommend that you contact us to discuss this, in
order to ensure that we are able to fulfill your intentions. All discussions will be
private and confidential.

For this or any other related queries please contact the Hon Treasurer,
BALH PO Box 6549, Somersal Herbert, Ashbourne DE6 5WH. 01283 585947
mail@balh.org.uk




BRITISH LOCAL HISTORY DAY 2015

FOR LOCAL SATURDAY 6 JUNE 10.30 - 4.30
HISTORY The Priory Rooms, Quaker Meeting House, 40 Bull Street,
www.balh.org.uk Birmingham B4 6AF

REGISTERED CHARITY 285467

PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION
‘Public History’: what is it and how does it relate to local history? Dr Stuart Davies

BALH AGM

2015 LOCAL HISTORY AWARDS: for research & publication, for a society
newsletter, and for personal achievement.

B BALH ANNUAL LECTURE:

‘By ancient right or custom?’: the local history of
common land in a European context.
Angus Winchester

Professor of Local & Landscape History
Director: Regional Heritage Centre, Lancaster University
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The resources of the commons were often a mainstay of the local economy, providing a host of benefits: grazing for livestock,
fuel for the fire, food, and the raw materials for building and other purposes. Who owned common land? Who had rights to

use it and how was its use managed and regulated? This lecture will explore these questions, drawing on examples of
commons in England and Wales, and placing them in a wider European perspective.
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Image courtesy of North Yorkshire
County Record Office

Tickets: £25 for members (£35 for non-members) includes coffee/tea on arrival and sandwich lunch
BOOK Early! Orders received after 10 May subject to availability. Please ensure you have sent a
stamped addressed envelope with your completed form and cheque.

To: BALH (L) 7 St Mark’s Rd, Salisbury SP1 3AY Please print below your name, address and

email or phone number in case of query

Please send me ___tickets for the 2015
Local History Day at £25.00 (£35 for non-members);

A cheque for £ payable to BALH,
and a stamped addressed envelope is enclosed*

Please tick here if you do not wish your name
to be on the delegates list

*min 110 x 160mm (C6)

Please send me details of BALH membership l:,




BALH
Insurance Fact Sheet

SOCIETY MEMBERS
- Please detach and keep -
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THE BALH INSURANCE FACILITY

Insurance Broker:

BALH Contact:

Cost of Insurance Cover:

Activities Covered:

Examples of Activities
Not Covered:

(note Towergate can
arrange cover on request)

Towergate Insurance (TT)

Funtley Court, Funtley Hill, Fareham, Hants. PO16 7UY
Tel: 01329 826260 Fax: 01329 825625

E-mail: fareham@towergate.co.uk

Contact: Mr Tariq Mian

Annmarie Jones, Business Manager, BALH

PO BOX 6549, Somersal Herbert, Ashbourne DE6 5SWH
Tel: (01283) 585947

E-mail: amjones-balh@btconnect.com

Insurance cover is provided for Societies within the
BALH Society at an annual Subscription cost of £65.00.
Subscriptions are valid for the calendar year

(1 Jan — 31 Dec)

1) Meetings, Walks, Talks, AGMs

2) Visits/trips to places of interest

3) Collection of local archive material

4) Photographing local sites for recording purposes

5) Having a stand at a fair or arranging small displays

1) Property ownership of land or buildings

2) The running of semi-commercial under-takings, such
as local Museums or Heritage Centres

3) Manual work of any kind, i.e. archaeological
fieldwork and excavations

4) Organising fairs or major events where there are
other stallholders




Insurance Cover Provided:
A summary of the Insurance cover provided by our group insurance policy is as
follows:

a.  £5,000,000 of liability to third parties or damage to third party property: this
covers the Legal Liability of the Society for any amounts they become liable to
pay as damages for bodily injury or damage caused by an accident during the
Period of Insurance, including all legal defence costs arising from such a claim
— extends to include member-to-member liability. This cover also includes
Products Liability cover (to indemnify against food poisoning claims).
Subscribing societies must pay the first £250 of any claim for 3rd party property
damage.

b.  £10,000,000 of Employers Liability in the event of bodily injury to employees /
volunteers: this covers the Legal Liability of the Society for any amounts they
become liable to pay as damages for bodily injury caused by an accident during
the Period of Insurance, including all legal defence costs arising from such a
claim.

C. £15,000 of Personal Accident cover for society members whilst on society
business only. This limit applies in the event of Death, Loss of Limbs, Loss of
Sight or Permanent Total Disablement following an accident. £50 per week for
Temporary Total Disablement following an accident whilst on society business
is also covered up to 104 weeks, but excludes the first 4 weeks of disablement.
There is an upper age limit of 80 on this section only.

d. £12,500 of cover for destruction of or loss or damage to a Society’s
miscellaneous business equipment and other contents (replacement value).
These include items such as books and records. This is subject to an excess of
£100 for each and every loss. Theft from buildings is subject to “forcible and
violent entry” to the building. There will be no cover if a locked cupboard or
cabinet is broken into and there has been no forcible entry into the building.
Should items be left in a car: all doors and windows should be secure; entry to
the vehicle resulting in a theft should be by forcible and violent means;
unattended items should be locked in the car boot and not be visible from
outside.

Please note that you (the Insured) must take all reasonable precautions for the
safety of the insured property; take all reasonable precautions to prevent bodily
injury or damage and comply with all statutory regulations and regulations
imposed by an authority.

There is an inner limit of £2,000 for any one item under this section of cover.




Additional Cover: Towergate Insurance offer a full insurance service and the
following can be arranged by them at an additional cost / under a separate policy
for the following:

a.
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Event Insurance

Buildings Insurance and/or Property Owners Liability Insurance
Office Contents / Property (including contents of local museums /
exhibitions)

Business Interruption Insurance

Money & Assault Insurance Cover

Public & Employers’ Liability Insurance cover for manual work
Higher levels of Liability Insurance

Charity Trustees Indemnity & Directors & Officers Insurance
Hired in equipment & plant Insurance

All Risks Cover in excess of the £12,500 offered under the BALH policy
Professional Indemnity Insurance

Cyber Liability Insurance

. Engineering Insurance

Goods/ property in Transit and Marine Insurance
Events insurance

Financial Services and Healthcare Insurance
Mortgages

Activities: It is extremely important that Societies advise BALH or TI in writing of
any activities undertaken that are outside of the scope of the policy

Questions and Answers:
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: What should I do if I require additional insurance cover?

Contact the Insurance Broker (T1) direct for a quote

. What should I do if I have an enquiry about our insurance cover?

Contact TI. See address & telephone number on Page 2

Who do I speak to if I want the insurance cover detailed above clarified
further?
Contact TI. See Address & telephone number on Page 2

. What do I do if I would like a copy of the Insurance Policy?

Copies of the Insurance Policy are available online at www.balh.org.uk

. Who do I speak to if I want to make an insurance claim?

Contact TI. See Address & telephone number on Page 2

*** Please note that this is only a summary of the cover provided
and not the full policy wording. All cover is subject to the terms
and conditions of the policy wording ***




