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How to contribute

The success of the Association in supporting and promoting
local history throughout the country depends very much on
contributions made by members, readers, and all those
interested and concerned.

Material published in The Local Historian is written by a wide variety of
people from many different backgrounds. Offers and suggestions for
articles are welcomed, and the editor, Alan Crosby, is always pleased to
discuss ideas for contributions and to advise on their preparation.
‘Notes for contributors’ is available on request, and can be found on our
website. Dr Alan Crosby, 77 Wellington St, Preston PR1 8TQ email:
agcrosby@waitrose.com

Local History News relies on material - articles, news, pictures, questions
etc - from local societies and individual local historians. Please put
BALH Chester House, 68 Chestergate, Macclesfield SK11 6DY on the
mailing list for your society newsletter and similar regular publications.
Information about local initiatives is particularly welcome, and we are
always keen to publish items that give examples of best practice, illus-
trating the diversity and vitality of local history. Readers’ comments
and queries allow our members to share their knowledge and enthusi-
asm. If there is a specific event you wish us to mention please allow
plenty of time ahead of the date. The mailings are normally sent out at
the end of January, April, July and October, with deadlines at the begin-
ning of the previous months.

The BALH Reviews Editor Dr Heather Falvey; if you have a newly pub-
lished work, either as an individual or a society, please send a copy for
listing and possible review to her at: 119 Winton Drive, Croxley Green,
Rickmansworth WD3 3QS. Be sure to include all relevant details such
as price and where to purchase.

admin@balh.org.uk is the email address
for all parts of the Association,
messages are forwarded promptly to the right person

Views expressed in this publication are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the
British Association for Local History.
Contents and design © BALH and the author
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Duty, and a uniform

Alan Crosby

In this issue of The Local Historian (vol.50 no.2)
is a paper by Rose Wallis, based on her 2019
BALH lecture given at Local History Day in
early June. It concerns the county magistrates,
their role and their characteristics in the early
decades of the nineteenth century, when they
were in the front line of massive social, politi-
cal and economic change. Their workload was
increasing in volume and complexity, while
their procedures and practices were increas-
ingly enmeshed in fast-evolving develop-
ments in local and national government. For
many of them it must have seemed as though
their comparatively comfortable world of
autonomous decision-making was being
deliberately eroded by interventionist bureau-
crats.

But there was more to it than that, I think. For
quite a few magistrates the role, imposed
upon them by their social position and con-
veyed by hereditary ‘right’, was always
deepéy distasteful and irksome. It was a con-
founded nuisance, an interference with their
routines, and involved displeasing contact
with the great unwashed.

I recently came across an illustration of this in

a letter, held at the Barrow in Furness Archives

and written a little after the period cover by

Rose in her paper. It was dated 4 January 1868

and was sent by Henry Fletcher Rigge of
i N ~ 05~
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Cartmel, in Lancashire ‘over the sands’, to his
friend John Fell. Fell, a justice of the peace, had
proposed that Rigge should join the bench
because there was a shortage of magistrates in
that part of the county. Rigge was clearly
appalled by the idea:

“You know well my personal objections to the
office owing to my views of the disagreeable
nature of its duties, which in this Cartmel dis-
trict chiefly involve giving up a day fortnight-
ly to sitting on petty police cases, and being
pestered at home on other days by policemen
and others about information on such cases’.
He commented on Fell’s claims that there was
‘a deficiency in this district of getting country
gentlemen of the desired standin% to be
appointed’ and that ‘there is no one here but
myself to make a suitable addition to the
bench’, and then implicitly conceded that in
reality he did not have much choice - his social
status, and notions of public duty, presumably
made it inevitable. However, he was prepared
to lay down conditions, of a self-aggrandising
nature. If he consented, he said, ‘I should
expect at the same time to have the nearly
sinecure appointment of Deputy Lieutenant in
addition to JP, as my father Gray Rigge and my
grandfather Fletcher Rigge had before me’.

The bargain was sealed, and in May 1868 he
became a magistrate. And the condition which
he laid down was also satisfied — later corre-
spondence in the same bundle concerns the
vital matter of the deputy lieutenant’s uniform.
It was a deeply grudging acceptance of the
burden of public office which came with those
agricultural acres of South Lakeland country-
side, but at least there was a uniform to satisty
the vanities.

Barrow Archives: BDH]/79/10
with thanks to Susan Benson for permission to
quote from the letter.

Thomas Rowlandson (1756-1827) plate 11 of his
Microcosm of London showing Bow Street Office,
or Magistrates” Court



AWARDS

My interest in local history is relatively recent.
I'read chemistry at university, went on to teach
science and then joined the Civil Service, end-
ing my career as a Senior Civil Servant work-
ing in HMRC in Whitehall. After living in
Cambridge for many years, my husband and I
moved to Ickleton some 11 miles from
Cambridge in 2002. Ickleton is a village of
some 700 people and has an active village soci-
ety — the Ickleton Society. Keen to get involved
in village life, I joined the Society and became
a Committee member in 2003. The Society has
three roles:

encouraging high standards of planning in the
village and surrounding area; monitoring and
commenting on planning applications and
major developments that could adversely
affect the village;

encouraging an interest in the history of the
village and maintaining the village archive;
and

organising a wide range of social activities.

I'was quickly introduced to the village archive
of old photographs and documents of and
about the village and villagers which was
housed in a 4 drawer filing cabinet in the
Village Hall. This sparked my interest and I
gradually became more involved in collecting
items for the archive, helping to digitise the
photographs and make them available via the
village website and at village events. I also
became more involved in running the Society,
first as Secretary and then, in 2014, becoming
Chairman.

During this time the Committee has very suc-
cessfully increased local interest in the archive
and the history of the village. We have
received many donations of photos, docu-
ments, audio and video recordings, including
several from overseas, as well as having added
to it ourselves as a result of researching
sources including the various County Record
Offices, English Heritage (as was), items held
in libraries and archives such as Cambridge
University and those at Cambridge Colleges.
We also took the decision to include photo-
graphs of current village events so it is a living

Local history and
me

Rachel Radford*

RRITISH ASSOCIATL l\
FOR LOCAL HISTORY

o &
Rachel Radford with BALH President Professor
Caroline Barron at Local History Day in London,
June 2019

archive which will be there for future genera-
tions. Our archive now occupies nearly 20
metres of shelf space.

Over recent years, we have:
put on regular displays of items from the
archive;

held ‘Ickleton Past and Present’ and ‘Show and
Tell’ events;

hosted talks by local historians;

transcribed and published a book of newspa-
per articles about the village from 1777
onwards;

created a database of people who have lived in
the village to aid people researching their fam-
ily histories;

started work looking at how local fields and
tracks have changed pre and post enclosure by
researching the medieval terriers, deeds,
enclosure documents, pre and post enclosure
maps;

worked with a local group of geophysical



researchers to look for remains of a small
abbey that was in the village. Last year anoth-
er group undertook an archaeological dig at
the site which will continue this summer;

worked with the Portable Antiquities Scheme
to identify and record artefacts in our collec-
tion;

converted an old telephone box in the village
into a mini exhibition space; and

researched the history of approximately 200
people who contributed to the war effort in the
First World War, published a book about them
and held an exhibition.

Rachel and Glynis Hammond, with the Ickleton
Society book on World War 1

Ickleton and the Great War

This started with the idea of researching the
history of the 16 Ickleton men who died in the
war and are commemorated on our war
memorial, aiming to publish a booklet about
them. One member of our Committee started
work on this but after a while, I felt it was
important to record the lives of the men who
had fought and returned from the war as well.
We also knew that there had been a small Red
Cross Hospital in the village and we had a
number of photographs of patients and local
VAD nurses. I got in touch with the Red Cross
who gave me the records of a few of the VADs
and told me they were going to publish all the
VAD records on their website beginning in late
2014. As they came online, I downloaded
them. Then in early 2016 came more informa-
tion when two albums of photographs of the
Ickleton Red Cross Hospital came up for auc-
tion on eBay. With the help of residents, we
successfully bid for them. It transpired that
they had been taken by one of the VAD nurses
from the village who had gone on to serve
overseas, and some of the patients and nurses
were named on the photos.

I researched some 200 people in all - men who
had gone to war, women who had served as
nurses overseas and in the UK, the VAD nurs-
es and many other villagers who volunteered
at the Ickleton Red Cross hospital. Iidentified
photographs we had of those people in our
archive. I also found newspaper articles
which showed the extent of support for the
men serving in the forces and for the hospital
amongst the local community — fund raising
activities, entertainments for patients, knitting
of clothing and collecting of eggs by children
of the village school. Meanwhile, the person
who started the original work about the men
who died in the war had sadly died, and that
part of the project was eventually taken over
by a new member, Glynis Hammond.
Periodically we updated our members and the
village on what we were doing and this result-
ed in more information and photographs and
other items being given or loaned to us.

We agreed that we should aim to publish in
November 2018 to commemorate the cente-
nary of the end of the Great War. This now
seemed ambitious as the project had expanded
so much. Isetabout drafting the book, adding
§eneral background information about the vil-
age, the war, the forces, the treatment of the
wounded, the Red Cross hospitals and so on,
illustrating it with the photographs I had col-
lected and others I had found and obtained
permission to use. I merged in the material
Glynis had put together and then Glynis, who
is much more artistic that me, came up with
ideas to design the book to make it more inter-
esting for the reader. Other members of the
Committee did proof reading for us. The
result was a book of 240 pages with photo-
graphs or other illustrations on virtually every
page and set out in such a way that it can be
dipped in and out of at leisure.

As we began to see what the end result was
going to look like, I thought it would be good
to give free copies to any household in the vil-
lage that wanted one, and to descendants of
people in the book. I successfully applied for
grants from South Cambridgeshire District
Council and the Wellcome Genome Campus
(which is partly in Ickleton parish) which paid
to print 200 copies of the book. I also success-
fully applied to receive 10 ‘There But Not
There’ Perspex Tommies funded by the Armed
Forces Covenant. On Saturday 10 November,
with the whole Committee involved, we held a
day long exhibition in the Village Hall with
displays of hundreds of photographs, docu-
ments, maps and other memorabilia relating
to Ickleton and its inhabitants in the Great
War. We gave out and also sold c%pies of the
book and at one point, villagers read a number
of war poems. Over 500 people came to the
exhibition and afterwards we received many



congratulations and comments about how
much people had learnt from the book and
exhibition.

Visitors enjoying the exhibition

Rachel, as seen by others:

Besides being a joy to work with, I would
describe Rachel in two words — exacting and
tenacious. Her interpersonal skills are exem-
plary ... Under her leadership she has expand-
ed not just the archive but also the relevance of
the society within our village and the wider
community. I would be delighted if Rachel
received recognition for her enthusiasm and
commitment to keeping the history of the vil-
lage alive for all generations.

*Readers will notice that the ‘profile’ of an award
recipient in this issue is slightly different, and
longer, than normal. My usual approach is to ask
the person concerned to send me some notes, and to
incorporate them with the information in the award
nomination form and the details supplied by the
two referees. On this occasion Rachel’s ‘notes” were
so comprehensive that it seems a waste not to use
them. And because it provides a valuable example
of both how a First World War project was done,
and how the local society works, I have scarcely cut
the length. In fact I have added the final paragraph
to include brief comments by referees, who clearly
appreciate Rachel’s qualities.

With thanks to Rachel Radford, Fiona Rose, Sian
Wombwell and Glynis Hammond.

ickleton.org.uk/wordpress/about-the-society

A History of
English Places

Have you discovered the brand new smart-
phone app from the Victoria County History:
A History of English Places?

The History of English Places is a map-based
smartphone app for discovering the rich histo-
ry of places in England. Information is drawn
from the Topographical Dictionary of England
(Lewis, 1848) and the place-by-place histories
of the Victoria County History (VCH), pub-
lished between 1901 and the present day.

In the free version you can navigate the histor-
ical first-ever edition of the Ordnance Survey
map and use the location pins to explore the
13,713 short nineteenth-century descriptions
of England's villages, towns and cities.

A monthl or annual subscription
(£1.99/month; £9.99/year) is available that
allows access to detailed entries taken from
175 volumes of histories produced by the
Victoria County History project. For the first
time, you can explore the rich, detailed histo-
ries produced by the VCH in their geographi-
cal context, and discover the past of places
around you when you're out and about. The
app can recognise your location and show the
histories of places near you. Whether you're
interested in family history, house history,
local history, or learning more about historic
places as a visitor, the English Places app can
help and inform.

This is a really exciting new venture for the
VCH, exploring alternative ways for sharing
our content, and
expanding our users
and audiences.
We're really keen to -
hear your feedback, EI
or for you to tweet a
photo of yourself

using the app, with

the hashtag : =2
#MyHOEP (‘My £ ;
History of English =1 23 L]

Places'). We'd love to
know how you use

it, whether church-
crawling, rambling, |
or out researching
your local place.

Balsham (Holy Trin...

Cambridezeshire |EE @
BALSHAM [Holy Trinityl, a parish,
in the union of Linton, hundred of
Racficld, county of Cambridge, 3
mikss (M. E. by M.} from Linton; cor

Continue reading._.



VCH Red Boxes project

Catherine Clarke

The Victoria County History of England is
well known to most UK local historians - its
rows of handsome Red Books a familiar sight
on library shelves. Founded in 1899 and dedi-
cated to Queen Victoria, the VCH is an ongo-
ing national project to write the history of
every county in England, from the earliest
times to the present. And 2019 saw the 120th
birthday of this venerable project - the inspira-
tion for a special 'VCH Red Boxes' project,
bringing together counties and communities
across England.

In 2019, taking inspiration from the iconic
VCH Red Books, we sent a specially-cus-
tomised VCH Red Box (see front cover) to every
active VCH county in England, inviting each
county to fill their box with objects which told
their story in quirky, imaginative and surpris-
ing ways. It was an interesting challenge: how
to tell the history of your county in a collection
of objects which could fit in an A4 box file?

Counties across England rose to the challenge
brilliantly, working with local individuals and
groups to invite ideas, source objects - often
with meaningful personal connections - and
share their stories. In Wiltshire, the Wiltshire
VCH and Chippenham Museum worked
together to co-ordinate the participation of
other museums across the county. In
Leicestershire, the local VCH Trust revealed
each one of their items on social media, with a
fascinating interpretative thread. And in
Norfolk - not currently an active VCH county
- a group of local historians determined to get
in on the act, involving a wide range of partic-
ipants from academics, to Norfolk Museums,
to the brilliant Rosie's Plaques’ project.

Opening the Red Boxes here at VCH Central
Office was like Christmas! Fascinating objects
ranged from a miner carved in coal (County
Durham), a tie which can only be worn by

ilots who have used their ejector seat in
action (Oxfordshire), and the sheet music for
Eric Coates' Dambusters March, stamped as
property of the Boots  Orchestra
(Nottinghamshire; most of us know the Notts
origins of Boots the Chemist, but perhaps not
of the composer!). Other intriguing objects
included musket balls from Oliver Cromwell's
siege of Basing House, Hampshire: one flat-

Glass bottle from

- Boots the Chemist
!T (VCH

' Nottinghamshire)

tened, where it
had fired and hit
the walls, the other
still round, where
it had rolled out of
a musket barrel
after a nervous sol-
dier hadn't loaded
it properly.
Counties shared
plenty of food, from a Melton Mowbray pork
pie to Maldon Sea Salt. And the rich, multicul-
tural history of England's counties was repre-
sented in stunning sari fabric from Leicester,
and a Kathak jewellery set (see back cover) from
Middlesex.

-i:;_
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The items - from fifteen counties - were dis-
played at the IHR in a special exhibition, and
remain in a permanent online gallery on the
IHR website
https://www.history.ac.uk/research/centre-
history-people-place-and-community/chppc-
red-boxes-gallery

The Red Boxes project was a great way of
opening up VCH research and stories to new
audiences, and involving new people in our
project. Many counties now have plans to take
their Red Boxes and micro-collections 'on tour'
to local schools and community groups, or to
stage touring exhibitions at local museums
and archives. The project really brought to life
the wider relevance of the VCH tofay, in its
120th year. The VCH has always been a public
history project - even, in many ways, a crowd-
sourced history project - even if those terms
weren't in the vocabulary of its nineteenth-
century founders. Writing history will always
be at the heart of what we do - but there are
many other new and imaginative ways to tell
our stories, and connect with our communi-
ties, too.

With thanks to all those involved.

Professor Catherine Clarke is Director of the Centre for
the History of People, Place and Community at the IHR.



Malcolm Chase 1957-2020

Stephen Roberts

Malcolm Chase wrote about the radicals of
nineteenth century Britain with style, sympa-
thy, immense knowledge, deep reflection and,
ultimately, great authority for more than thir-
ty years. For historians of Chartism the
absence of a comprehensive, reliable and fair-
minded narrative history of the movement
was an issue that had long needed addressing.
With its rich manuscript and printed sources
and a vast secondary literature, taking on the
task was a huge undertaking. We could have
asked for no one better placed than Malcolm
to rise to the challenge. I remember chatting
with him about his approach at a Chartism
Day in Dodford in 1999 and, eight years later,
the book was published. Chartism: A New
History (Manchester, 2007) is a superb synthe-
sis — one, readers of this magazine who have
consulted it will know, that is strongly under-
pinned by local studies. The book is of such a
high standard that no one need ever write
another one-volume history of Chartism.

I first met Malcolm at a History Workshop in
Leicester in 1984. Our shared interest in the
Chartists meant that we stayed in touch, and
he was a strong supporter of the annual
Chartism Days that I organised at the
University of Birmingham from the mid-
1990s. Indeed I remember he invariably
arrived earlier than I did — and I lived just a
few miles away! It is fair to say that — though
he also wrote extensively about the past from
a national perspective and held a chair in
social history at the University of Leeds — his
work was founded in adult education and
local history. In 1982 he had secured a post
teaching in the adult education department of
the University of Leeds at Middlesbrough.
Just a few years ago he made clear to me how
fondly he remembered teaching adults. A
stream of articles about Teesside began,
amongst them an article about the Chartist
Land Plan in The Local Historian in 1988.
Malcolm’s engagement with local history
extended beyond writing about it — he also
took on editorial and management responsi-
bilities for journals published in the north of
England.

Malcolm was always a highly productive
scholar.  When 1 assembled Annotated

Bibliography of Chartism 1995-2018, 1 listed no
fewer than nineteen essays and three books
written by Malcolm - as well as his much-
prized ownership of two letters relating to the

reat Chartist demonstration of 1848. His
inal article, published in the English Historical
Review in 2018, revealed that Robert Kemp
Philp, a Bath Chartist and author, also enjoyed
a secret career as a racecourse bookie! It was
an article that summed up Malcolm’s rare abil-
ity to make reading articles in scholarly jour-
nals an enjoyable experience.

Malcolm was always generous in sharing
material he had gathered. When I was writing
up the editor of the Northern Star the Revd.
William Hill for the latest volume of the
Dictionary of Labour Biography, he sent me pho-
tocopies of his own notes. Offﬁrints of his arti-
cles were also always despatched to me. I was
always pleased to see an email in my inbox
from Malcolm and always knew that I would
enjoy reading it. His final words were invari-
ably the same and say a lot about him: ‘I hope
you are thriving.’

Stephen Roberts is Honorary Associate Professor of
Australian National University.

Many readers will remember that Malcolm
Chase gave the BALH Annual Lecture in 2013;
it was reprinted in TLH 43:4, October 2013.
Below he is seen (right) with the late Professor
David Hey, then BALH President. Ed




On the Road!
The Motorway Archive Trust
Collection at Glamorgan Archives

Lowis Lovell and Rhian Diggins

Glamorgan Archives was honoured to receive,
in 2019, the John Armstrong Award for
Transport Archives to fund the cataloguing of
the Motorway Archive Trust collection for
Wales.

Professor John Armstrong was one of the most
significant transport historians of his genera-
tion. Professor of Business History at Thames
Valley University, his interests ranged across
transport history, including railways, urban
buses and road transport, but his specialism
was the study of coastal shipping, on which he
published several notable works. A founding
member of the Transport History Group in the
1970s, he convened the British Commission
for Maritime History's highly respected semi-
nar series, and for over a decade was Editor of
the Journal of Transport History.

The Motorway Archive Trust

The Motorwaﬁ' Archive Trust was established
in 1999 with the aim of advancing public edu-

cation by acquiring and making available at
local and national repositories archives relat-

ing to the creation of the British motorway
network. The Trust developed from the sug-
gestion of Sir Peter Baldwin, Permanent
Secretary of the Department of Transport, that
an archive relating to the motorway achieve-
ment in the UK should be created by those
involved in the work, in order to safeguard the
records for present and future research. In
Wales, a Regional Committee was formed to
carry forward this work, leading to the publi-
cation of the book The Motorway Achievement.
Building the Network in Wales (2010) by Brian
Hawker and Howard Stevens. The Trust has
produced publications and educational pack-
ages, and collected archive material, depend-
ing heavily on the work of about 200 volun-
teers. The Motorway Archive Trust was
wound up as a charity in December 2014 with
responsibilities transferred to the Institution
of Civil Engineers and the Chartered
Institution of Highways & Transportation.

The Road Network in Wales

A road connecting London and south Wales
was first proposed during the 1930s as a

Margam to Stormy Down, staff photograph, 1970s (DMAW/14/7/2)



response to the economic depression at that
time. The plan for the M4 motorway was
approved in 1956 as one of the first major road
improvements in post-war Britain. The Welsh
section was finally completed in 1993, with the
second Severn Crossing added in 1996. The
A55 North Wales Expressway connects
Chester to Holyhead and has developed dur-
ing the period from the 1930s onwards.

Transport, and especially road transport, is an
area often overlooked by historians. But the
M4 motorway, leading to the Severn Crossing,
and the A55 expressway in north Wales, are
key to the history, economy and politics of the
Welsh nation. The routes link Wales to the rest
of Britain but are also distinctly Welsh - exem-
plified by the Severn Crossing which marks
the boundary of the Welsh and English sec-
tions of the M4. The development of these
roadways is bound in with the history of
Welsh politics and devolution, reflecting the
relationship between government in London
and the Welsh Office in Cardiff.

The development of the road network in
Wales reflects economic change, with the
move from heavy industry, the products of
which were transported by rail, to a manufac-
turing industry more reliant on road trans-
port, and the creation of commuter belts
around the roadways. These roads had an
enormous impact on major towns such as
Cardiff and Newport, now by-passed by the
road, and Port Talbot - bisected by the M4.
The impact was felt in the valleys beyond the
roadways, with resentment building towards
the M4 and A55 corridors seen as drawing
economic investment to the detriment of the
areas beyond, and through the transformation
of small communities into commuter towns.
The developments illustrate the strong
east/west links across north and south Wales
but the lack of internal transport links
between the north and south.

The Motorway Archive Trust Collection at
Glamorgan Archives

The Motorway Archive Trust collection at
Glamorgan Archives records the development
of the M4 motorway across south Wales, the

Severn Crossing, and A55 'North Wales
Expressway’, along with several trunk roads.
The records date from 1939-2010 and comprise
minutes, correspondence, reports, contracts,
photographs, plans and background papers to
the publication of The Motorway Achievement:
Building the Network in Wales.

The completion of this catalogue provides
transport, construction and engineering
enthusiasts with an exciting new collection to
explore. The making of the M4 motorway was
a pivotal moment in Welsh history; it allowed
travel throughout South Wales to become eas-
ier and more fluid; it created thousands of jobs
for the Welsh workforce as well as access to
more employment opportunities, as the
Severn crossings provided a direct link
between England and Wales.

The collection includes engineering records
evidencing the huge task facing those charged
with constructing these roadways through
often difficult terrain. This material could
potentially be used to explore the environ-
mental impact of the developments.

The Motorway Trust Collection contains docu-
ments that reflect the history of the road net-
work in Wales outlined above, and which
illustrate the impact of key roadway infra-
structure, with great research potential for his-
torians of the politics, economy and culture of
Wales and its people. Academic research on
the M4 to date is limited. We hope that now
the records are catalogued and fully accessible
work on this neglected area of Welsh history
will be promoted and advanced.

We also believe it will be of interest to the gen-
eral population living within the areas of
Wales impacted by roadway development.
When used in conjunction with other signifi-
cant collections of records such as those of the
coal, steel and manufacturing industries, it
could be used to enhance a sense of communi-
ty identity and pride.

Lowis Lovell is Archivist and Rhian Diggins is
Senior Archivist, Glamorgan Archives

(see also picture on back cover)

Commemorative plaque in
Shipton church
to the More children,
see page 19



Educating Taunton’s
workhouse children

Mary Siraut

Was education a privilege or a right before the
era of compulsory schooling? Should work-
house children be educated when other poor
children were not? They were probably minor
issues for those dealing with the parish poor
but nevertheless had to be addressed. A parish
might encourage a literate adult inmate to
teach poorhouse children if only to keep them
occupied until they were old enough to work.
In the early 19th century Taunton St Mary's
parish workhouse had a schoolroom and there
were usually 25 or more children in the house.!

The new Taunton union workhouse was built
with a schoolroom under the chapel and a cou-

le were employed to teach the children who
rom 1838 were no longer allowed to go out to
school.2 By 1840 the room was overcrowded
and the infants were placed elsewhere and
taught by one of the older girls.? Later sepa-
rate boys, girls and infant schools were built in
the yard for 200 children but they were still
unfinished in November 18484 The infant
school was described as fit only for a coal cel-
lar and the girls school was regarded as the
source of the 1849 cholera epidemic, which
killed 25 of the 67 girls with the master and
nine boys from the boys school. It was said
that fewer boys died because their habit of
breaking school windows ensured better ven-
tilation.5> Many children were violent and dis-
ruptive and corporal punishment was regular-
ly administered to older boys.¢

The school was inspected although the inspec-
tors were more concerned that the children
should work than be educated. However, from
the late 1850s reports indicated that teaching
was improving and for town children a basic
education gave more employment opportuni-
ties. The then clerk to the guardians took a spe-
cial interest in the school.” By the later 19th
century the children were rewarded for good
work, received Christmas and New Year
treats, and were taken out to local events such
as the flower show or a circus.8

Attempts were made from the start to provide
older boys with a remunerative skill like shoe-
making and carpentry but they were not
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always easy to teach especially for the elderly
paupers entrusted with the task.® In 1856 one
of the more able boys was appointed a pupil
teacher in the school.’® Later several boys
went for military training including three to
the training ship Formidable in 1878 and 1880,
other were transferred to St Saviour's Home in
Bishops Hull parish and girls went to the silk
factories or the servants' training home in East
Reach.’’ Children were supplied to employ-
ers as far away as Newton Poppleford in
Devon'2 and it was stated in 1901 that such
distance was desirable 'to remove workhouse
associations'.> In 1905 one deserted child
wanted to emigrate to Canada.™*

By the late 19th century it was felt that work-
houses were not suitable for children especial-
ly the unaccompanied, whose parents were
only allowed to visit once in two months.
Workhouse children came to be regarded as
victims to be pitied by the public who provid-
ed them with gifts and treats. Most girls and
infants were boarded out and attended local
schools by 1871 when there were only eight
girls and infants and 31 boys aged 6 to 14 in
the workhouse. A mixed school was created
under a single schoolmistress and the old boys
school was converted to a dormitory.’> A
Sunday school was started in 1880 but in 1881
only four children were still educated in the
workhouse. The schoolmistress resigned in
1883 and remaining children attended the
adjoining Holy Trinity school. They also
attended the Sunday school and its teas and
outings. They wore ordinary clothes so as to
be indistinguishable from other children.1®
The short-lived era of workhouse education
finally came to an end in 1912 when the chil-
dren were transferred to a new children's
home in Cheddon Road and went out to the
nearest school.”

Mary Siraut is County Editor,
Victoria County History, Somerset

Footnotes: see page 19



The 1920s: a forgotten decade?
an invitation to share research

Devon History Society

Sandwiched between two world wars, put
into the shade by the drama of the nineteen-
thirties, perhaps it is not surprising that there
doesn't seem to be much recent local history
work on the 1920s. Yet - what a decade!

Such promises to change the country,
enshrined in little grey pamphlets published
by the Ministry of Reconstruction and signed
up to by the 1919 Coalition Government! Such
hopes dashed by the ensuing age of austerity!
A grim time, with industries beset by strikes,
and populations beset by poverty. Farmers
feeling the impact of the 'Great Betrayal'. Big
landowners - who once employed most of the
home village workforce - selling up. Infant
mortality down but maternal mortality up.

And on the other side of the coin, the domes-
tication of exciting scientific discoveries: the
motor car (and motor bus and motor bike)
transforming life opportunities; the wireless,
letting the world into the home; the advances
of medical science prompted by war-time
research; the ‘talkies' and exciting new
American music transforming the experience
of an evening out.

Devon History Society, in partnership with
Devon Family History Society and the South
West Heritage Trust, has launched a new
research collaboration to gather information
about Devon in the 1920s for a celebration of
that decade in 2024. We're only at the begin-
ning of our work - some fantastic family histo-
ries, such as the one illustrated in this photo-
graph below - are starting to come in, but we
know, if we are to understand the distinctive-
ness of Devon's history, that we need to com-
pare the Devon experience with experience
elsewhere.

So, on behalf of the 'Devon in the 1920s'
Steering Group, I am writing to ask if there are
any other local history groups out there who
either have begun, or might be interested in
beginning, a similar venture. If you're one of
these, please do get in touch with me to see
how we can share our knowledge. Please get
in touch with me via j.f neville@btinternet.com
or through the Devon History Society website
contacts page.

Julia Neville, Devon in the 1920s Project Manager

https://www.devonhistorysociety.org.uk/

Charles Morris, first
captain of the
Bideford Municipal
Fire Brigade, with
the town's new
motor fire engine,
'Grenville’, in 1927,
courtesy of his
grandson, Tony
Morris.



175 Years of the Arc & Arc

Sandy Walkington

The St Albans and Hertfordshire Architectural
and Archaeological Society celebrates its 175th
anniversary this year with a significant exhibi-
tion at St Albans Museum + Gallery and a gala
lecture by Professor Michael Wood.

Hertfordshire's original historical society was
one of the first of its kind in the country,
founded in 1845 with the aim of saving the
crumbling fabric of St Albans Abbey church
and other Hertfordshire churches. The parlous
state of the Abbey was emblematic of the town
itself. Today's inhabitants of the pleasant com-
muter city struggle to understand what St
Albans was like in the 1840s: with no railway
and little industry, only venal corruption made
the town a place of mark.

The establishment of the St Albans
Architectural Society was one of the few bright
spots. With a membership consisting of the
usual mix of established churchmen and pro-
fessionals with time and money on their
hands, the Society focused on the enigmatic
Abbey building - then still 30 years from being
the Cathedral. But it was members excavating
the Roman theatre in Verulamium in 1847/8, a
chance find just a few hundred metres away,
that brought the Society to national attention.
This led to the addition of 'and Archaeological’
to the Society's title. The final element of the
title, 'and Hertfordshire', was added in 1897 to
mark the establishment of the County
Museum in St Albans, another Society initia-
tive. We are now known colloquially as 'the
Arc & Arc'.

The fortunes of the Society may have waxed
and waned over 175 years but any Society that
can attract active contributions from experts
such as Sir John Evans (archaeologist and geol-
ogist), William Page (founding editor of the
Victoria County History) and ]J.T. Smith
(inspector for the Royal Commission on the
Historical Monuments of England) must have
something to say for itself. In the 1930s it initi-
ated and part-funded Mortimer and Tessa
Verney Wheeler's extensive excavations at
Verulamium and, more recently, it has devel-
oped a strong culture of local history research.
This has resulted in well-received books about
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St Albans in the later 17th century, life in the
city during the First World War and prolific
local architect, Percival Blow.

Today the Society has over 520 members and
undertakes a wide range of activities: there
will be 24 lectures this year in addition to the
Michael Wood public lecture plus four visits
and a mixture of ten seminars and workshops;
it maintains an extensive, publicly accessible
library with an online catalogue; a number of
groups work on different research topics; and
it continues to assist with archaeological proj-
ects. Publishing members' research is a partic-
ular strength with five books produced in as
many years and the publication of short arti-
cles of around 600 words in the BALH award-
winning quarterly newsletter and on the
newly-redesigned website. It produces the
Hertfordshire Archaeology and History journal in
association with the East Herts Archaeological
Society, while fruitful partnerships with the
University of Hertfordshire Press and the
Hertfordshire Record Society have allowed it
to produce books that would have otherwise
been beyond the Society's capabilities.

The exhibition at the St Albans Museum &
Gallery opens on 19 June and is titled
'Discover, Protect, Innovate, Inform: How 'the
Arc & Arc' made St Albans history'. Given its
significant contributions in so many fields over
its 175 years - the discovery of the Roman the-
atre at Gorhambury, the protection of signifi-
cant buildings threatened with demolition,
innovations in archaeological techniques and
the treatment of finds, the extensive pro-
gramme of lectures, seminars, visits and publi-
cations - that title does not seem too vainglori-
ous a claim. For more information about the
exhibition, the Michael Wood lecture and the
Society's other regular events and activities,
please see

www.stalbanshistory.org.

Sandy Walkington is President of the St Albans
and Hertfordshire Architectural and
Archaeological Society



Cottingley Village History Society

Clive Harrison

Cottingley  Village  History
Society was formed 15 years ago
and has steadily been collecting
information about the village's
history in the form of photo-
graphs, maps, plans, newspaper
articles, deeds, censuses, military
service records, etc. Originally all
these items were held by individ-
ual members but two years ago
the society opened Cottingley
Heritage Centre so that all the
documents could be held at one
site and made available to the
general public.

Cottingley, near Bradford in West
Yorkshire, has  worldwide
renown for a hoax perpetrated
by two schoolgirls towards the
end of and just after the First
World War. They claimed to have
photographed fairies near the beck beside
their home. Several famous people, including
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, were taken in by their
story which was maintained for several
decades until the truth was revealed.

Cottingley, however, is more than just ‘The
Cottingley Fairies’. It has a rich history and
can claim to be a village of history, industry,
fantasy and culture.

Cottingley has fourteen listed buildings of
which one, when it was built, was unique.
Cottingley Town Hall (illustrated here) was
opened in 1865 and comprised a nondenomi-
national church, a day school, a Sunday
school, a library, a Mechanic's Institute and, on
one evening a week, a bank. It is still in use
today as a church and community centre, com-
plete with original clock and pipe organ.

Cottingley has been home to several important
people. Among them were William Wickham
who was instrumental in assisting some of the
nobility to escape the French Revolution, John
Gillies Priestley whose contribution was to sci-
entific discovery, Richard Thornton who
accompanied David Livingstone, as his geolo-
gist, on his expedition to the Zambesi and
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Arthur Harry Briggs who was instrumental in
the success of Rolls Royce.

Cottingley can also claim to have been the
home of a much published poet. James Allan
Mackereth had thirteen books of poems and
two novels published while resident in
Cottingley between 1902 and 1948.

As far as industry is concerned, Cottingley
had a thriving tanning industry at one time.
The mills later converted to use for the
woollen trade and are in use today as a thriv-
ing business park. Coal mining was also
important to the village with, at one time,
forty coal pits in the area.

Cottingley Heritage Centre opens on Saturday
mornings from AFril to September at
Cottingley Town Hall, Main Street, Cottingley,
BD16 1SR. See also the website

history.cottingleyconnect.org.uk.

Clive Harrison is Archivist of Cottingley Village
History Society.



Cottesmore History & Archaeological
Group (CHAG)

Chris Whitton

CHAG was founded in 2007 and,
with the support of The Heritage
Lottery Fund and the Universities of
Leicester and Nottingham and oth-
ers, we have pursued the aim of
investigating and preserving a
record of the village's history and
bringing it into the present day,
hence the title of our website -
Cottesmore, 'The Living Village'. i
This gives details of buildings, peo- "

ple, schools, farming, quarrying,
trade, fox hunting, world wars, and
parish records. There has been a set-
tlement here since the mid-11th cen-
tury and it was already a flourishing
village at the time of the Domesday
survey in 1086 probably under the
name of Goda's Moor.

One of our first projects was to produce the
Cottesmore Round which is a guided and
illustrated tour of the village detailing its 27
listed buildings and 800 years of history.

Another project involved the updating and
organisation of a new Church Rectors Board
to replace the existing paper record. Research
for this produced several interesting charac-
ters one of whom was Weston Henry Stewart
who, in 1943, was appointed Bishop of
Jerusalem and was involved in designing
model villages for displaced Palestinian Arabs
in 1952. He was rector of St. Nicholas from
1957 to 1964.

In 2014 we organised a pilgrimage to the vil-
lage for members of the Society of the Sacred
Heart whose head Janet Erskine Stewart was
born here, to celebrate 100 years since her
death.

We have monthly meetings at the local hostel-
ry and an annual talk and presentation. In
2018 Alan Crosby spoke on The Lowthers of
Cottesmore, which included a fascinating
insight into Hugh Cecil Lowther - the 'Yellow
Earl' who was once described as England's
greatest s ortini gentleman. This year's talk
was on the Oakham and Melton Mowbray
Canal.

In 2018 we produced a publication and film of
'How Old is Cottesmore' about an investiga-
tion using dendrochronolo dgy into the age of
ten of the older village buildings including the
church, pub and two grander houses. We
researched the archives at Kew, Exton and
Leicester, and used architectural surveys to
trace the buildings' development and some of
their occupants.

Our latest book is
based on inter-
views carried out
a few years ago
with several of the
older residents,
some of whom are
sadly no longer
with us. We have
15 recordings,
providing inter-
esting  insights
dating back to the
1930s. These have
been grouped into
selected headings,
with photographs,

Voices of Cottesmore

to cover the main

ects of village life. The book will be pub-
hsﬁed in early April 2020 with a launch event
planned for later in the year.

rutlandhistory.co.uk/cottesmore-home.htm



Diverse sources unlock the story of
Neston's Collieries

Anthony Annakin-Smith

When, in 2013, I set about writing the story of
two coal mines operating in west Cheshire
during the Industrial Revolution I agreed a
copy deadline of the following year with the
publisher. How optimistic I was, for the book
didn't appear until late last year! It was entire-
ly my fault - I hadn't reckoned on the extraor-
dinary diversity of valuable information avail-
able during this fascinating period and the
rich insight it could give on every aspect of the
mines - operational, commercial and social.
This article explores just a few of those
sources.

Probably the single biggest aspect of the
research comprised delving into the social his-
tory of the colliers and their families. To dis-
cover as much as possible, I sought to compile
a database which included every known refer-
ence to the local men (all the colliery workers
were men) and their wives and children; this
database is available for free access to any
user. Information was scattered across numer-
ous sources - most obviously parish registers
and, from 1841, census returns but also news-
paper stories, infirmary listings, coroners'

Whereas some Person or Persons did, on
’l‘uasia{; the 3d day of May instant, be-
tween the hours of Eight and Eleven at
Night of the same day, wilfully and mali-
ciously lhm:ge a mriaine%me used for
the p » drawi out of one
of the g’is belonging to Little Neston Col-
liery, in the County of Chester,

A REWARD OF

Twenty G
Will be paid by Mr. DICAS, Selicitor,
Chester, 10 any Person whe shall give
on as will eonvict the Of-
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accounts, death certificates, poor law records,
quarter sessions proceedings, business docu-
ments and many more. It was painstaking
work and has resulted in over 3,100 lines of
information concerning more than 600 men:
the result is an extraordinarily rich source of
information both about individuals and about
the colliery community in aggregate. To take
just one example ...

Early information on collier Robert Anglesey
comes from parish registers. He married in
1830 aged 19 (colliers often married young;
they knew might not have a long life ahead of
them). There was clearly no stigma concernin
pre-marital sex for the couple had a child bap-
tised within four months. This reflected prac-
tice at a community level - the database reveals
that 36% of couples had a child baptised with-
in eight months of marriage. Over the follow-
ing twenty years Robert and his wife had eight
more children, of whom one died in infancy. In
this respect they were relatively fortunate: per-
haps the single most astonishing statistic I
uncovered was that half of all couples lost at
least one child. At least one child in five died
before age 15 - most within their first two
years.

The Angleseys appear in the 1841 census in
Neston but by 1851, as the town's mines
wound down, they had migrated twenty-five
miles or so to work in a pit at Wigan,
Lancashire. The following year was to be a
momentous and tragic one for Robert. He first
appears in a report for a parliamentary com-
mittee on mining accidents which recorded
that he had been injured in a roof fall - a com-
mon cause of injuries. He went on to return to
work and, one hopes, was fit enough to enjoy
the weddings of two of his children that year,
both listed in the Wigan parish register. But,
exactly two months after his daughter was
married, Robert's burial was recorded in the
same register. His death certificate stated,
'‘Burned in a coal pit'. Despite his tragic end,
Robert's three sons also became colliers - they
had few other options.



As with the collier database, so often in histor-
ical research it's the painstaking piecing
together of individual items of information
which eventually reveal something worth-
while - the whole is much greater than the sum
of the parts. The National Archives' 'port
books' are one such information source. They
exist for many ports around the country, list-
ing imports and exports of goods, the places
the vessels came from or were going to, and
much more. The Chester port books are some-
times illegible, not least because of deteriora-
tion in early storage. However, there was still
plenty to go on and as I worked through I
realised that something important was miss-
ing - reference to Flintshire, four miles or so
across the Dee Estuary from Neston. Many
books and other studies have indicated that
Flintshire's mines were the key regional
exporter of coal in the late eighteenth century.
However, information pieced together on
more than 8,700 voyages from the port books,
alongside evidence from several other sources,
suggested something very different with
Neston's mines being far more important -
until diversion of the River Dee in the early
nineteenth century rapidly turned things in
Flintshire's favour and Neston's exports col-
lapsed. The port books also reveal that coal
was being shipped to unlikely destinations
such as Newfoundland, Barbados and
Gibraltar, bringing back goods as diverse as
cod's tongues (a delicacy), rice grown on slave
plantations, and 'books not french' reflecting
Britain's' adversarial relationship with France
for much of the period under review.

As a researcher I find that one of the most sat-
isfying outcomes is when diverse bits of infor-
mation unexpectedly come together to make a
coherent whole. For example, I stumbled
across an 1803 Chester newspaper cutting
which suggested that smuggling activity was
taking place at Neston, with metal pike heads
hidden amongst a shipload of coals destined
for Holland. This struck me as reasonably
interesting and worth a passing mention in the
book, but little more than that. However, when
delving into Admiralty records at the National
Archives I came across a series of letters from
a local magistrate who was concerned about
such activity, citing 'improper intercourse’
between England and Ireland involving 'trai-
tors'. He complained that corrupt customs offi-
cers would turn a blind eye to goings-on with
'the timely application of a guinea'. The news-
paper story then fell into context. This was a
period of considerable unrest in Ireland as
republicans, spurred on by relatively recent
revolutions in France and America, fomented
unrest and rebellion. This, and France's sabre-
rattling, created security fears on Britain's west
coast. The republicans had sympathisers in
England and the pike heads, then, were arms
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intended for them, to be nefariously dropped
off in some out-of-the-way Irish cove.

I could write much more about sources: for

example, newspapers and hand-written
accounts of court proceedings were best at
revealing how appalling acts of sabotage -
engine-wrecking, devastation via explosives,
and deliberate flooding - were carried out by
one of the aristocratic mine owners on his
downtrodden neighbour's works; Coal
Authority plans show the long, underground
canals useg at the collieries which made them
almost unique in the country; printed maps
evidence the early use of steam engines - and
show a horse gin, the only one I've ever seen
depicted on a map; and business stationery
unexpectedly revealed how a Neston colliery
had one of the earliest business logos in the
country (illustrated above). Meanwhile parish
registers - again - reveal how Emma Hamilton,
the mistress of Admiral Lord Nelson, was born
into the humble Neston mining community - a
story of rags to riches (and back to rags, dying
in poverty in Calais).

I am very conscious that the survival of
records on any particular historical research
topic is highly serendipitous. But it is no coin-
cidence that we seek 'evidence' - it is the thrill
of playing detective to piece together disparate
bits of information to make a coherent whole
which makes a researcher's lot so rewarding.

The colliery database is available free to users
at www.nestoncollieries.org. The book 'The
Neston Collieries, 1759-1855: An Industrial
Revolution in Rural Cheshire' is available from
the University of Chester Press and from book-
sellers.



Mayflower
children

Mike Brogden

Four hundred years ago in September, the
Mayflower left Plymouth for America. There
were 102 passengers, including 34 children
and 30 or so members of the crew. Half of the
passengers were traders, hoping to make their
fortunes. The other half were Puritan
Separatists hoping for religious freedom in a
new colony. Amongst the children were
Elinor (aged 8), Jasper (7), Richard (6) and
Mary (4) More, placed in the care of three of
the Separatist leaders. They had been taken
from their mother, Katharine, and banished
from their home in Shipton, near Much
Wenlock, Shropshire. Katharine’s husband,
Samuel, had decided that the children looked
too much like Jacob Blakeway, son of one of
Katharine’s father’s tenant farmers on the
Larden Hall estate.

The background to this story is of greedy
landowner cousins who wanted to amalga-
mate and protect the inheritance of their two
estates, an arranged (probably forced) mar-
riage, an unproved betrothal, lengthy and
expensive court cases, the lack of legal rights
of the mother and the malign influence of
Samuel’s important London employer. Added
to this is the story of the Puritan and other set-
tlers, their arduous life establishing the colony
and their relationship with the indigenous
people, the Wampanoag.

The full story and its historical context will be
told by three local historians at a History Day
in Shropshire on July 4, followed on other
dates by guided walks, a choral concert and a
commemorative service. For details visit
wwuw.shropshiresmayflowerchildren.com or email
mike@brogden.info or phone 01581841649

SHROPSHIRE?’S . .
Mayflower RS-
‘Shropshire’

c }] Z! d r€ﬂ Mayflower rgﬁfldl::ns'
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'‘Don't Lose Your Way'

Local historians and local history societies can
play an important part in this campaign
which was launched by The Ramblers in
February. Over 10,000 miles of footpaths
across England and Wales could soon be lost
forever if they are not added to the definitive
map of rights of way by 2026. The network of
paths is a precious asset, which has developed
throughout history and is a ke}z part of the
evolution of communities and the landscape.
Local knowledge is vital to identifying and
recording lost paths and hidden ways before it
is too late.

The ‘Don't Lose Your Way’ online mappin
tool splits the country into 150,000 1 km
squares and makes it easy to compare current
and historic m C]jas side by side. Users simply
select a square, do a quick 'spot the difference’,
mark on any missing paths and click 'submit'.
Across all Ramblers social media channels
images, videos and quotes will be shared, and
everyone is encouraged to take part, to add
their contribution to this rescue campaign.

Footnotes for article on page 12

1. Somerset Heritage Centre [SHC],
D/P/tau.m/9/1/10

. SHC, D/G/ta/8a/2

. SHC, D/G/ta/8a/3

. SHC, D/G/ta/8s/8, passim

Rep. Gen. Bd of Health on Cholera Epidemic

1848-9, 37-8, App. 11, 11-13

. eg SHC, D/G/ta/8a/10 (1850, 1851),8a/12 (1855),

8a/33 (1891)

. SHC, D/G/ta/8a/13 (1857), 8a/15 (1861, 1863, 1865,
1876
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8. SHC, D/G/ta/24 (1879), 8a/33 (1890, 1891, 1892)

9. SHC, D/G/ta/57/42 (1839)

10. SHC, D/G/ta/8a/13 (1856)

11. SHC, D/G/ta/8a/13 (1856), 8a/25 (1878), 8a/26
(1880), 8a/27 (1880); 8a/29 (1883)

12. SHC, D/G/ta.8a/29 (1883)

13. SHC, D/G/ta/8a/37 (1900), 8a/38 (1901)

14. SHC, D/G/ta/8a/40 (1905)

15. SHC, D/G/ta/8a/21 (1871)

16. SHC, D/G/ta/8a/29 (1883), 8a/37 (1899), 8a/39
(1904)

17. SHC, D/G/ta/8a/43 (1911, 1912), 8a/44 (1914,
1915), 8a/45 (1917); D/R/ta/34/11/4



Neaves of Fordingbridge

Julian Hewitt

The Neave family have lived in
Fordingbridge, Hampshire, for generations.
In the 1792 directory they were recorded as
wool staplers or dealers in wool. By the time
he died aged 44 in 1896, Josiah Reynolds
Neave had expanded the family business of
milling cereal at their Bicton and Town Mills
into selling the ‘farinaceous food” which made
their name and fortune.

Farinaceous food was flour-based food that
was sold in airtight tins for one shilling. It was
expertly marketed
as a nutritious food
for infants and
growing children
but was also aimed
at invalids, nursing
mothers, aged per-
sons and as a cure
for dyspepsia and
indigestion.  The
advertisements for
it boast that the
food won a gold

medal at the
Women' s
Exhibition in
London in 1900

and also that Neaves were, ‘Purveyors by
Special Appointment to HI.M. The Empress
of Russia.’” Modern marketing managers
would appreciate the inducement offer of
‘Free to mothers — a useful book by a trained
nurse and samples sent free.” There are also
testimonials attesting to its nutritious content
from senior medical figures, and the presti-
gious medical journal The Lancet.

The food was packaged in a factory that is still
to be seen in the town, now used by Corintech,
behind ‘The Augustus John’ pub. The factory
was located to take advantage of the nearby
railway station which opened in 1866. This
meant that Neaves Food could be transported
all over the world, and as a result the Neaves
family became very wealthy. Their magnifi-
cent Highfield House is stillyto be seen on the
left at the top of the hill on the road out of

JOSIAH R. NEAVE & Co., Fordingbridge.
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Fordingbridge towards Alderholt. It is now
divided into private apartments. The Neaves
were prominent members of the Liberal Party
and hosted party meetings in their house.

The family were Quakers and looked after
their workers well, giving them paid holidays
and good working conditions. They were pil-
lars of Fordingbridge society acting as magis-
trates and playing a leading role in local
events and institutions. In 1905 Mrs H Neave
presented medals at the local Gymnastic
Display, and in
1909 Charles Neave
was awarded first
prize for the best
illuminated  gar-
dens at Fording-
bridge Regatta.

As Quakers they
were teetotal and in
1902 they organ-
ised a tea party in
their grounds for
the temperance
organisation  the
Band of Hope to
which 500 children
and 50 workers were invited. Less happily it
was Mr W R Neave who, in 1902, moved the
resolution, endorsed by the committee that
oversaw the workhouse, to deprive the
inmates of their traditional glass of beer to go
with their Christmas dinner. The following
year Mr Neave died and the committee, now
free from the abstemious local grandee, voted
to reinstate the beer ration.

During their winter closure, Museum volun-
teers have been preparing a new exhibition on
the Neaves. It will be available when they do
eventually open, hopefully later in 2020.
http://www.fordingbridgemuseum.co.uk/

Julian Hewitt is a Trustee of
Fordingbridge Museum

See also poster on back cover



Parish boundaries, city limits, and
local mental maps?

David Killingray

How do we perceive the local history that we
research and write? How local is it, and does
it really make sense unless placed within a
wider context of the region, the nation, and
the world? My view is that local history
invariably requires a wider horizon, a context
that defies ‘the tyranny of the discrete’. It is
not only that a history of, say Thurso, can be
read with profit by someone who lives in
Truro, and vice-versa, but that all human
events are interconnected in varying degrees,
by conversation and text, with wider patterns
of production and consumption, marriage,
commerce, markets, cooperation and war. An
obvious example is the pervasive influence of
Britain’s involvement in the African slave
trade and American colonial slavery that put
sugar on the table, tobacco in pipes, coffee in
cups, and clothed people in cotton.

This idea of the bigger picture is well captured
by Jan Riiger in Heligoland. Britain, Germany,
and the struggle for the North Sea (OUP, 2017),
where he writes that ‘there is no doubting the
miniature scale of the locale at the heart of this
book’, but ‘for microhistories to work, they
have to engage simultaneously with small set-
tings and large contexts’ (5). Emmanuel Le
Roy Ladurie’s classic account of Cathar and
Catholic ideas in the small French village of
Montaillou (London, 1978), has a resonance far
beyond its Pyrenean boundaries. Two recent
‘local’ histories describe happenings that
might have been overlooked, but had reso-
nance far beyond their borders. Steven J.
Zipperstein, Pogrom. Kishinev and the tilt of his-
tory (New York, 2018), discusses the origins
and course of a pogrom in a Bessarabian vil-
lage of Tsarist Russia in 1903, and then looks at
the way it was publicised by Russian emigres
in the United States. It caught the notice of
African Americans, who saw parallels with
their own horrific experience of lynching,
which propelled them to more concerted
politicalporganisation. Anna-Lisa Cox also
refers to lynching and racial discrimination,
but her study, A Strong Kinship. One town’s
extraordinary story of hope and faith (New York,
2006), focuses on the history of the small town
of Covert, in Michigan, where the founding
fathers defied current ‘Jim Crow’ codes and
laws to integrate their community at every
level, including marriage. It is a richly and
meticulously researched jewel of a book,
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about a jewel of a town, that deserves to be
read far beyond the frontiers of Michigan.

My final PhD student is working on a small
patch of northern Nigeria, a sin%le square mile
called Wusasa, that was given by the Muslim
emir of Zaria to the Church Missionary
Society in 1929. He vainly hoped to exclude
Christian influence from his town. Wusasa
became an incubator for much more, and in
the next 30 years its influence touched the
whole of Nigeria - but that is the story that is
currently being written. Staying in this area,
in pre-colonial times often referred to as
‘Hausaland’, an older book comes to mind,
written by William FE.S. Miles, Hausaland
Divided. Colonialism and independence in Nigeria
and Niger (Ithaca, NY, 1994). This is a compar-
ative local history of two neighbouring vil-
lages, divided by an arbitrary international
border. Hausa was and is the universal lan-
guage, Islam the accepted religion, and Shari’a
law the measure of justice, but the global lan-
guages, French and English, were imposed by
alien colonial administrators. This history
could have been written as an inward-looking
narrow anthropological study. Mercifully not
so. It has enriched the recent history of both
countries.

One friend of mine, reviewing Landeg White’s
Magomero. Portrait of an African village (1987),
acclaimed it as “a kind of African Montaillou’,
credit well-placed. Since 1859, Magomero,
what White called ‘a place of utmost unimpor-
tance’, developed as a centre for Christian
mission work, was drawn into a developing
world export market for tobacco based largely
on the exploitation of African labour, and then
was a place of proto-nationalist revolt. The
study may have drawbacks as a local history,
but it is a perceptive account of ordinary men
and women in an African rural community.
When teaching, whether in school or
University, I often found students reluctant to
engage with what they deemed to be ‘local’
history. Nevertheless, they would readily turn
to William Sheridan Allen’s The Nazi Seizure of
Power: the experience of a single German town,
1930-1935 (Chicago, 1965), actually Northeim,
and use its insights to argue that Hitler gained
power by exploiting quasi-legitimate means.
... concluded on page 34



News from the North-East
Spring 2020

Win Stokes

I have been upbraided of late by my fellow
north-easterners for not reminding the rest of
the country of the region's importance as a site
of historical activity by popping some news
into the LHN. Some of this was down to preoc-
cu}loation with what could only be described
politely as national and international affairs
but I won't dwell on that as an excuse. I also
had an article to deliver to my local history
society journal.That is now in the hands of the
editor so I can go back to the North East news.

I have decided that rather than dish up snip-
pets of information about ongoing projects
most of which as of 16 March are now on hold
anyway I would report on what was an exper-
iment on the part of the County Durham
Forum for History and Heritage to engage
with an audience outside its usual remit. The
Forum is an umbrella organisation with 60
member societies and institutions which aims
to facilitate interaction between them by pro-
viding information about meetings and events
of common interest. Since 2013 it has taken
over from the Durham County Council the
running of a biennial History Fair, ‘Yesterday
Belongs to You’, initially based in Durham
City but in 2017 and 2019 at Beamish open air
museum. The thinking behind the changed
location was that this would extend the out-
reach of the participating groups to casual vis-
itors to a popular attraction, and hopefully
stimulate interest in groups' activities and
publications.

Apart from the fact that the 2017 Fair housed
in two huge marquees, was marred by contin-
uous rain and the lowest summer Saturday
footfall the museum had known, it became
clear that a more interactive approach was
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needed. So in collaboration with museum
staff the Forum's organising sub-committee
negotiated a set up in which the various
groups would be distributed across the muse-
um's buildings. There were some in the
Masonic Lodge, some in the chapel, some in a
pitman's cottage, some in the band hall, some
in the bank etc. To make sure that as many
people as possible visited all the venues occu-
pied by the groups one of the members
devised a quiz/treasure trail with a prize for
the lucky winner. The organising sub-com-
mittee had prepared the ground by informal
consultations with members and a more for-
mal training session for intending partici-
pants.

Those who have been to Beamish will know
that the main body of buildings is dated to
1913 while another section is based on a
manor house dating back to the 18th century.
Most recently the new development has been
focussed on the 1950s. Thankfully, because
appropriate costumes were required the
Forum's groups were all in the 1913 section.
Long black skirts for women exhibitors and
waistcoats, braces and collarless shirts for
men.

Did it work? Well the sun shone ALL DAY.
Despite a few moans the general response of
participants was that it had been both interest-
ing and enjoyable. Has it stimulated an influx
of recruits into local history societies? I doubt
it. The only real complaint about the arrange-
ment was that there was less opportunity for
networking among fellow society members
than when all were together in one building,
or tent! So alongside the AGM on 14 March
the Forum held a mini history fair where all
the groups could exhibit their
ongoing project work and talk
to each other. Despite forebod-
ings about coronavirus nerves
only one group withdrew and
it was agreed that the format
should be repeated alongside
the next AGM regardless of the
structure of “Yesterday belongs
to You'.



Clothing

in Cornwall —

Vanity & Utility

Cornwall Association of Local Historians Spring Conference 7-8 March 2020

Joanna Mattingly

The brain-child of Marilyn and Ian Thompson,
this year’s two-day CALH conference was one
of the most enjoyable I've ever attended and
even involved some dressing up. On the brac-
ing north coast at Newquay, with around 60
people attending each day and probably 100
overall, local historians, academics, archivists,
museum curators, volunteers, and re-enactors
came together in a wurlitzer of a conference.
As well as the talks, 19th and 20th century
items of costume were on show including a
blue shot silk jacket of c1980s by Vivienne
Prideaux found in a charity shop. There was
also a tribute to Veronica Chesher who died
on 6 January 2020 aged 99 and a half. Veronica
was presented with a BALH Award for
Personal Achievement in 2004.

Veronica Chesher as a young woman
(photo courtesy of her family)

I began the programme, speaking on clothing
in Cornwal}a in the period 1300s-1580s; the
visual evidence came mainly from monumen-
tal brasses, tombs and stained glass in Cornish
churches. The Medieval Combat Society web-
site is a great source for male and female
tombs, allowing comparisons to be made with
other counties. This was supplemented with
evidence from wills and household accounts.
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Although brasses are not an entirely accurate
record of fashion, we did find consistency
between brass and other dateable costume
imagery.

Christine Edwards, retired county archivist,
next gave a lecture entitled “The Fashion in
Newfangledness — Merchants and merchan-
dise in the 17th century’ Her initial project
was to study all the Cornish wills and invento-
ries from 1600 to 1740, but in the event she
only covered the first 25 years. Recommended
sources included William Beck’s Drapers’
Dictionary because as many as 80 fabrics were
named in just 6 inventories. Most fabrics came
from a distance which means that some Exeter
wills include Bodmin people. Hooks and eyes
were in common use. A useful tip for inter-
preting ells is that an ell is 1 yard and 9” or
from the tip of a finger to the nose plus 9”.

From Plymouth came Katrina Wood with a
fantastic” collection of handmade hats based
largely on Cornish and Devon roof bosses and
tombs. Both Kat and her husband Richard
Babbage were dressed in 14th century cos-
tume, enabling a layer by layer explanation, at
times hilarious, of what was being worn and
why. Recreating and then wearing costume
also have the added advantage of testing out
racticality.  Sally Pointer’s, The Artifice of
eauty — A History and Practical Guide to
Perfumes and Cosmetics shows that lanolin face-
creams, beeswax lipsticks, rosewater and
frankincense were applied to the face. Kat and
}al leiend were horrified to discover their faces
a

e came
pearlescent!

one of Kat’s hats.
worn by Alexis
Jordan



‘The Development of Military Costume’ was
the subject of Hugo White’s equally entertain-
ing talk which began with how un-uniform
uniform has been in the past. One of
Wellington’s generals took a top hat and
umbrella into battle. More recently, in 1944
only General Montgomery’s beret was stan-
dard army issue. Buff coats were universal in
the Civil War with red being relatively rare
even in the Napoleonic Wars. In 1742
Cumberland brought in the first dress regula-
tions, and, as in the medieval period, military
fashions followed civilian. Identifying friend
from foe was a real issue in the smog of can-
non fire and Field Grey proved to be as good
as anything.

Jeremy Rowett Johns spoke on Polperro
?uernsey sweaters immortalised in the mid- to
ate 19th century photographs of Lewis
Harding. Details of the sweaters were
enhanced with colour - the digital equivalent
of hand-tinting. An experienceé Polperro knit-
ter could take a week to knit one with contract
knitting a local mainstay until the 1920s. Mary
Wright's book on Cornish Guernseys and Knit-
Frocks (1979, rep. 1988) has revived interest
with Jeremy modelling his own family pat-
tern.

s

Polperro fishermen, from Mary Wright’s book

Day Two began with a film of the last working
tannery in Cornwall — Croggan’s Tannery at
Grampound, home to at least six tanneries at
one time. Jane Sloan of the Grampound and
Creed Heritage Centre introduced Major Gill’s
1930s film %rom the Royal Institution of
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Joanna Mattingly with some exhibits

Cornwall collections, which was augmented
with 1983 BBC filming shortly before this six-
generation family tannery closed. Some of the
machinery was passed on to a Bristol firm that
still does traditional tanning.

Angela Aylward of St Tudy Local History
Group focused on inventories and wills of
John and Temperance Clickerd of St Tudy who
died in 1606 and 1619. John’s clothes com-

rised 2 cloaks, 2 doublets, a pair of hose, a
jerkin, 3 pairs of stocking, 1 pair garters, 5
plain bands, 2 shawls, a pair of gloves, a hat
with twisted band, 5 bands or collars, 2 night
caps, a girdle and purse. For Temperance the
following items were included in her will
among 27 items of clothing: her best gown,
holland kercher, dowlas apron, a plain wear-
ing-band and veil, smocks, petticoats, cloak,
apron, waistcoats, ﬁartlet (lpart of bodice),
hose and shoes with a final item being her
shroud.

‘Dating Dress from Photographs’ was the sub-
ject of Marilyn Thompson’s talk which was
ased on a remarkable collection of famil

photographs going back to the early 1860s.
photo of c1864 showed a young girl wearing a
short crinoline with pantaloons and ringlets, a
fashion going back to the 1840s. Backdrops
also help dating with classical drapes and
balustrades in the 1850s-60s and chairs as
lE}rops in the late 1860s-70s, along with spats.
or women chignon hair was replaced by
fringes in the late 1870s-80s as part of the
emancipation of women. Lace becomes more
common in the 1890s with leg-of-mutton
ile&;/es, and white blouses more common after
900.

Anna Tyacke of Cornwall’s Portable
Antiquities Scheme spoke next on ‘Dress fas-
tenings’ (see www.finds.org.uk). Starting with



a Penzance Volunteers’ button with the head
of St John the Baptist of 1794-7, Anna worked
backwards in time through heart-motif stud
fasteners and cufflinks of 1660s -1700s to post-
medieval buttons. Sword belt hangers
attached by a metal plate to the belt have been
found at Lostwithiel and St Kew, with Tudor
dress-hooks of hook-and-eye type coming
from Perranuthnoe, Marazion, Tregony,
Roche, and Carlyon near Par. 60 objects of
12th century or earlier date include a Frankish
brooch at Phillack and distinctive 4th century
Roman-Celtic brooches.

Helston Museum of Cornish Life volunteer
Andrea Newall brought along items from the
collection, chosen largely for their ordinari-
ness. She started with a mourning outfit of
1890s style which was found separated in dif-
ferent parts of the stores, a Helston outfitter’s
label was a clue that brought them together.
The next item was a man’s coat which had
been misidentified as a woman'’s despite the
obvious buttoning difference; this was utility
wear and so had only 3 buttons and was not
double-breasted. A small black French fash-
ion dress of the 1953 (‘father never saw the
bills’) and crimplene dress of the late 1960s
(drip-dry but sweaty to wear) came next. The
final item was a red Helston Flora Day dress
made for the young woman who led the dance
in 1973.

The closing talk was given by Janet Axten of
the St Ives Archive. Her subject was ‘The
Legacy of Crysede — the history of the textile
industry in Penwith 1920-1970s’. This unex-
pected outshoot of the Forbes” School of Art at
Newlyn, started in 1920. The founders were
art student Kay Earle and her new husband
Alec Walker whom she had enticed down to
Newlyn after applying for a job with him as a
poster designer. Bold colours and beautiful
designs on silk or linen by Alec, still remark-
ably modern and fresh today and imitated by
Sea Salt, characterised Crysede. Crysede’s
story had been well chronicled by Hazel
Berriman, but Janet focused on the later story
of the St Ives site with takeovers by John
Lewis and Berketex. Tom Heron revived the
Crysede label at Hayle in 1947-52 and it then
became Cresta till the 1970s when Debenhams
took over. Interviews with women workers of
all these firms are in the St Ives Archive.

(The Royal Cornwall Museum
photograph collection contains
a number of images of
Crysede works and products
https://imagearchive.royalcornwallmuseum.org.uk
/galleries/)
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The Victoria

Road incident
1940

Essex Record Office and Clacton VCH Group
were planning a memorial exhibition and
book launch at the end of April to mark the
80th anniversary of the plane crash on 30 April
1940, that caused the first mainland ciViII?an
deaths of the Second World War.

A German mine-laying plane was hit by anti-
aircraft guns from Harwich, and crashed into
25 Victoria Road Clacton, the home of Mr and
Mrs F Gill who were killed, though their son
surprisingly survived. The crew of four also
died, 160 people were injured, 34 seriously,
and 54 properties were badly damaged.
Valuable lessons were learned from this inci-
dent for national policy on planning for civil-
ian casualities.

Although the exhibition has been cancelled,
the book will be available shortly. It has been
written and published by members of the
group, under their chairman Roger Kennell.

Further  information by  email
chpreen@gmail.com, or via Essex VCH

from

Photo from www.trendringcoastalheritage.org.uk cour-
tesy R Kennell




The Local Population

Studies Society
conference

Mike Kipling

The LPSS held a conference in Oxford in
October 2019 entitled 'Paths to marriage:
Courtship in England and Wales c1700-c1945’.

Steve King of Leicester University began with
a_presentation on what could be discovered
about courtship practices from diaries, letter
and coroners’ records. Parental discourage-
ment was frequently observed where the part-
ner differed in character, religion or nationali-
ty. An innkeeper in Nottin%ham actually ran a
book on whether one couple would split up!

Angela Muir looked into practices in 18th cen-
tury Wales. She had sought, but largely failed
to find, evidence of ‘bundling’, where a couple
sleeg together fully clothed to determine com-
patibility, although there was evidence of
unwed couples spending nights together.

Rachel Jones then told of the attempt of bril-
liant Indian law student Syed Ameer Ali to
woo the daughter of an English Victorian QC.
His affections were not reciprocated, as the
lady married an Englishman only three
months after Syed Ali had to return home.

Kevin Schiirer looked at the distance people
travelled to marry using census evidence.
Typically c.40% marry within 5km of their
birthplace and only ¢.25% more than 50km
away. This distance increased between 1851
and 1911 although not, perhaﬁs surprisingly,
corrle<1ated to the growth of the railway net-
work.

Following lunch, Stephanie Ward reported on
Welsh courtship practices from 1920 to 1950.
Young pit workers wanted to look like
Rudolph Valentino but also knew that
improving their education would improve
their marriage prospects.

Lynne Pearce then told us of Tax Inspector

oreen Bates’s wartime liaison with a married
man recorded only as ‘E’ in her diary and its
‘sub-D H Lawrence’ descriptions "of their
activities. Lynne also related Wren Audrey
Deacon’s much more objective diary of her
courtship hikes on Dartmoor.

Finally, Colin Pooley regaled attendees with
extracts from a number of 19th and 20th
century diaries which documented couples’
meeting, increasing intimacy and engage-
ment/marriage or break-up.”He concluded
that, in matter of love, very little actually
changes over time.
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SOCIETIES

The next deadline for Canterbury Historical &
Archaeological Society's (CHAS) Annual
Grant (to a maximum of £500) is midnight on
30 June 2020. The grant is awarded to individ-
uals researching any as[;)zect of the history or
archaeology of Canterbury and its region.
Individuals may apply at any time between
now and the end of June. Preference is given to
work resulting in publication in any media.
Apply in writing to Mr B Beeching, Hon Sec of
the Grants Committee, referring first to the list
of information required in your letter. Further
details may be obtained from
beechingsl@gmail.com  http://www.canterbury-
archaeology.org.uk/grants/4590809426

The Croydon Natural History & Scientific
Society will be celebrating its 150th anniver-
sary in 2020. It was founded as Croydon
Microscopical Club on 6 April 1870. Over the
years it has changed its name twice, catering
for a widening range of members interests. Its
meetings cover local and industrial history,
archaeology, geology, entomology, botany and
ornithology. The society's annual journal
Proceedings has published members' research
since 1871. Of course the programme of cele-
brations can not now take place as planned,
updated information will be on their website.
www.cnhss.co.uk

‘Resources for Research’ is a regular item in
the Newsletter from Barnes and Mortlake
History Society. A recent example covers his-
toric planning applications, of which
Richmond Local Studies holds some 22,000
dating from 1880 to the 1960s. These can be
accessed online, but see first the advice under
Research Resources on the society's website
www.barnes-history.org.uk

Layers of London is a free online map-based
resource, the subject of a recent talk to Hendon
& District Archaeol(()igical Society. By overlay-
ing historic maps and data sets, users can fade
them in and out to discover how their area has
developed. The project also encourages any-
one to contribute their own local histories,
memories, images and stories, building
records and collections that enrich this unique
historical resource for the future.
www.hadas.org.uk www.layersoflondon.org



The Wavertree Society, Liverpool, published
Discovering Historic Wavertree in 1999, and
decided to use part of the proceeds to put a
series of 'green plaques' on historic buildings
and landmarks within Wavertree Village and
the Garden Suburb. So far 11 have been
installed and another six are in the pipeline.
www.wavertreesociety.org
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Today there are few, mostly huge, motor vehi-
cle manufacturers, but when such things were
new many local firms operated, often evolving
from cycle, agricultural machinery, or other
industrial engineers. One example was
Britannia Motor Cars, the subject of an article
in Lexden History Group's newsletter. Made
in Colchester this firm functioned from the
—. 1880s until 1908.
Initial experiments
were not success-
ful; in 1903 the
Nicholson brothers
took over but even
their innovations
and better business
" understanding did
not guarantee a
the company.

3 nwn“u ARCFTONE (AR

life for

longer
www.lexdenhistry.org.uk

Breconshire Local & Family History Society,
Cymdeithas Hanes Lleol a Theuluoedd
Brycheniog Newsletter contains useful snip-
pets (other editors will recognise the value of
short pieces to fill gaps!) Under the heading of
'Free  Online  Resources'  there is
www.powyswarmemorial.co.uk, seeking to find
and record all Powys war memorials. The
BLFHS contributes a "Your History' column to
the monthly free magazine distributed in the
area The Beacon. Brecon U3A has produced a
book Brecon Remembers World War One. And
amongst the longer articles is a thou]%ht pro-
voking piece that begins 'How much notice
can you take of the recollections of a child,
when recalled some sixty years later?'
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Memories are an important source for local
and family history, but need treating with cau-
tion. www.blfhs.co.uk

Local history certainly has an interest in an
extraordinary variety of topics, but it was a
surprise to turn the page of Send & Riple
History Society's journal to find some magnif-
icent Great Danes. The society was
reproducing pages from Country Life
of December 1934 which reported
on 'Great Danes and Poultry of Send
Manor' under 'Organising our
Hobbies'. Mr Gordon Stewart of
Send Manor was a successful breed-
er and exhibitor of the dogs, several
of which featured in films, includ-
ing one in a starring role as the
Hound of the Baskervilles!
www.sendandripleyhistorysociety.co.uk

WAVERTREE
GARDEN SUBURB

' . Two maps in Ruislip, Northwood &
. Eastcote Local History Society's
journal for 2019 demonstrate how

. medlevél landownership could spread over a

very wide area of the country, resulting in
challenges for local historians if sources are
spread equally far and wide. In the 13th centu-
ry Ruislip was one of two priories (the other
was Ogbourne in Wiltshire) that ran the
English estates of the Abbey of Bec in
Normandy. The lands and resulting sources of
income stretched from Norfolk to Devon,
much of it given by rich landowners con-
cerned for the future of their souls. The legal,
financial and other administrative work
involved generated substantial burdens with
resulting documentation. www.rnelhs.org.uk

auy fiub of the Abbey of Bec




Deindustrialisation is the subject of an article
in The Blackcountryman (Vol 53 No 1) from The
Black Country Society. The author draws con-
trasts between the feelings of optimism in the
aftermath of the Second World War and the
devastating impact of the collapse of manufac-
turing from the 1970s. Over 300,000 jobs were
lost and many large employers closed. Paul
Barnsley is writing a PhD thesis on percep-
tions of work of those who had been
employed in heavy industry and then took up
work in the replacement call centres, retail
parks etc. It is based on oral history research
with the steelworkers of Bilston Steel, Round
QOak or The Patent Shaft, and he would like to
hear from anyone who could share their expe-
riences. P.Barnsley@wlv.ac.uk www.blackcoun-
trysociety.com

Using local government records can be con-
fusing, especially when areas change their
names. Chadderton Historical Society note
their good fortune, that for the past 125 years
Chadderton has been divided into three
wards, identified by the same three names -
North, Central and South - despite alterations
in local authorities. www.chadderton-historical-
society.org.uk

We would always hope local history societies
keep their own archives as records of their
activities and personnel. Suffolk Local
History Council began a separate newsletter
in 1969 (having put matters of general interest
in the back of the Suffolk Review since 1953).
The current issue is Number 100, and in it they
illustrate the way the newsletter has evolved
as design and technology changed.
wwuw.slhc.org.uk

‘The most beautiful, intriguing and powerful
objects have one thing in common: they live in
museums. Let’s go find them’ is the introduc-
tion on the Museum Crush website. You
mi%ht cringe at the phrasing, but it is a site
well worth exploring. I have probably recom-
mended it before but while we cannot visit
museums in person, this is one way of main-
taining contact and discovering new possibili-
ties. www.museumcrush@culture24.org.uk

When we can go out again, small, local, volun-
teer-run museums that exist on a shoestring
will need our support and some of the most
delightful and intriguing are hidden from
obvious view.

The Vale & Downland Museum is tucked
away behind Wantage market square, in a
17th century cloth merchant’s house, and for-
mer doctor’s surgery. It has exhibition gal-
leries telling the story of the local people and
landscape of this part of Berkshire. There is
also a resource room with books, documents
and an extensive collection of old photo-
graphs; this requires advance booking.
www.valeanddownlandmuseum.org.uk
Berkshire Local History Association
www.blha.org.uk

In Hampshire on the edge of the
New Forest, Ringwood Meeting
House & History Centre is both a
stunning building and a local his-
tory museum. The Meeting House
was built in 1727, and has been
carefully restored to show what
an 18th century Non-conformist
chapel would look like (left). There
are displays tracing the long histo-
ry of the town, plus changing
exhibitions, a copious archive col-
lection, and a welcoming cafe.
The excellent acoustics mean it is
used regularly for a wide variety
of concerts and other performanc-
es. https:/[www.ringwoodmeeting-
house.org/



The Sittingbourne
Heritage Museum,
in Kent, publishes a
regular newsletter,
works with local
schools, takes in rele-
vant donations and
much more. They
have recently been
given photographs of
Bowaters Silver
Band, now the UK Paper Band, which was
formed in 1883, and has undergone a number
of changes of name. They would like to hear
from anyone who remembers the band. While
it is not possible to visit the museum, their
website has new attractions (for example their
search for ARP wardens, and for 1935 pen-
sioners in the town) and they are always
pleased to hear from anyone witg memories of
Sittingbourne and area. http://www.sitting-
bourne-museum.co.uk/

SITTINGBOURNE

HER]TAGE

MUSEUM

‘Crafting Relationships’ is a not for profit
social enterprise that runs Local History Cafés
which are ‘community based heritage and
well-being get togethers for over 50s at risk of,
experiencing or looking to keep at bay social
isolation and loneliness’. They are delivered
in partnership with museums, heritage organ-
isations and libraries, in programmes of five
events after which the participants have
options to move on in various directions. This
may be volunteering with the host organisa-
tions, developing a continuation group
around a chosen theme, or continuing to meet
socially.  Funding came from Museum
Development East Midlands, and the cafés are
a Midlands-wide initiative. Currently on
pause, of course, but readers might find this
an interesting opportunity for the future.
www.localhistorycafe.tumblr.com www.craftingre-
lationships.co.uk Association of Independent
Museums www.aim-museums.co.uk
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An exciting new project at Berkshire Record

Office is cataloguing the Thames
Conservancy collection. This forms an unbro-
ken record over 200 years covering the river’s
management from its source to its tidal reach
at Teddington. The archive consists of 617
rolls, 569 volumes, 66 files, 32 bundles, 19 doc-
uments and 1 box. In terms of size it meas-
ures 10 metres by 10 metres by 10 metres!
Public engagements are planned for 2121,
when the 250th anniversary of the conservan-
cy will be celebrated. This ‘Liquid Assets’ proj-
ect is funded by a grant from the National
Archives ‘Archives Revealed” scheme.
www.berkshirerecordoffice.org.uk

From the 1890s to the 1990s Bedfordshire
Archives Service has high quality photo-
graphs to record the heritage of the county.
Since the arrival of digital cameras, the decline
of local newspapers, and the reduction of local
government in-house facilities there is a gap in
the archival record. The service is running a
project to try to fill this, with support from the
National Lottery Heritage Fund via the
Greensand Country Landscape Partnership.
They were intending to organise workshops
for volunteer photographers which cannot
happen under C[present circumstances.
However, interested people with appropriate
skills may care to contact them. archive@bed-
ford.gov.uk www.bedford.gov.uk/archive

The Clock Tower is the magazine of Friends of
Medway Archives. Small in format but large
in content, it packs a huge amount of material
into it pages. Just one example, the Friends
paid £30 on EBay for a fascinating collection of
documents from the 1950s (left) for Medway
Archives Centre. This included items relating
to Gillingham’s commemoration of the funeral
of King George VI, the programme for the
1953 Naval and Military Tattoo at the United
Services Stadium in Gillingham, a souvenir
and invitation to a banquet to mark the incor-
poration of the borough of Gillingham also in
1953, and material on the opening of Medway
Crematorium in 1959. www.foma-
Isc.org/index.html



Whitbread plc gave a large deposit of its com-
pany records to Gloucester Archives in 2001.
This has now been sorted and organised to
make it accessible, as deposit D8947. Malting
and brewing have a long history in
Cheltenham and elsewhere in
Gloucestershire. The Cheltenham Original
Brewery dates from the mid-18th century. This
collection contains deeds and photographs, as
well as minute books, director’s reports and
accounts. The West Country Breweries collec-
tion at the Archives includes documents relat-
ing to the breweries of Cheltenham Original,
Cheltenham Breweries Holdings, Nailsworth,
Arnold & Prerret, Wintle’s, Stroud, and
Godsell & Sons. Cheltenham Local History
Society. www.cheltlocalhistory.org.uk
www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/archives/
- - g :

The Transatlantic Ties project, which began in
2019 is continuing throughout 2020 at West
Sussex Archives. This explores the many links
between West Sussex and the USA over the

last 300 years. Also, the Sussex Record
Society has launched a new imprint for online
publishing which will provide digital editions
of the Society’s older print publication, togeth-
er with an online platform for record and
other content which are complementary or
additional to the printed volumes. www.sus-
sexrecordosicety.org./srs-digital-editions

From The Researcher, Newsletter of the West
Sussex Archives Society, Friends of the West
Sussex Record Office. www.wsas.co.uk

Epsom & Ewell History Explorer website has
a new address www.EEHE.org,uk. The previ-
ous website was designed 14 years ago, and
the content has outgrown the technology,
which of course has moved on enormously in
that time. Not only can the new site be viewed
on different devices, it can also be read in 103
languages! Epsom & Ewell Local and Family
History Centre.

Oxfordshire History Centre's Picture Oxon
website is constantly expanding; there's now a
total of 138,000 images online, plus prints and
drawings, and oral history recordings. They
are always happy to hear from people who
can add to or correct the information about the
images, or who could donate or lend images
for the collection. www.pictureoxon.com
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See also pre-history for primary schools from
The Cumberland and Westmorland
Antiquarian and Archaeological Society on
page 34.

Last Autumn’s issue of The Historian from the
Historical Association contains an article enti-
tled ‘Does historical fiction matter for chil-
dren?” which looks at the HA’s Young Quills
awards for historical fiction, launched nearly
10 years ago. The awards are made in 3 cate-
gories, 6-10 years, 11-13 years and 14 and over.
Many hundreds of reviews are received from
children at participating schools. The lists are
an excellent source of advice for birthday
presents! Search ‘young quills” at www.histo-
ry.org.uk

My granddaughter is an avid reader and
enthusiastic about history. ‘The Vikings’
a}ﬁpear in her home-schooling programme, so
I have just ordered for her (from my real local
bookshop, who will deliver) Janina Ramirez’s
The Riddle of the Runes which won the
youngest Young Quill category last year. Ed

If you have a budding archaeologist in your
household, they might enjoy ‘Career in Ruins’
podcasts. The Council for British
Archaeology has recently sponsored two spe-
cial episodes, S2E1 and S2E2, and there is
much more. https://careerinruins.podbean.com/

Western Approaches HQ, the Battle of the
Atlantic Experience is a time capsule to be
found hidden under the streets of Liverpool.
The museum is closed, but history lessons are
being presented live on their Facebook page. I
have just watched one which explained the
Battle of the Atlantic, and included the recruit-
ment of staff, particularly women, to work in
the bunker. Typical comments coming in from
viewers: ‘what am amazing history lesson
with @WestApproaches getting a live tour of a
WW2Bunker!”
https://liverpoolwarmuseum.co.uk/

Look out for many more organisations filling
the need for history lessons online. Ed



book reviews

The Buildings of
Tudor and Stuart Wakefield

Peter Brears

Wakefield Historical Publications in associa-
tion with Shaun Tyas, Donnington
2019 ISBN 978-1-907730-78-8 £19.95 x+ii5pp

This short book is packed with information
and illustrations; in fact, nearly half of the
book comprises excellent illustrations. It is a
successful attempt to recover some of
Wakefield’s lost buildings. It is also a tribute to
Peter Brears, who as a young man realised
what was happening to his home town and
tried to record as much of it as possible before
it was destroyed, forming the Wakefield
Archaeology Research Group along the way.
From his own records, bits and pieces kept in
a variety of local museums, and the work of
earlier antiquarians he has restored some of
Wakefield’s lost glory. This history is also a
tragedy: the barbarians were not at the gates
but were inside, tearing down most of what
was beautiful, important or historical, and
replacing it with the ‘concrete blight’ of the
1960s.

Anyone visiting Wakefield today will see only
a few surviving buildings — the parish church,
the chapel on the bridge, the ruins of Sandal
castle — and will be unaware of how important
this town once was, and what beautiful build-
ings it once contained. This was no provincial
backwater: the town was well situated, with a
safe fording place across the river Calder and
on the major route running north to south
between Ripon and Derby. It became the
regional centre of administration and was the
seat of what was probably the largest manor
in England. In 1180 it became a borough and
in the post-medieval period was the court
town for the quarter sessions. Its wealth came
from local produce and woollen cloth woven
in the Calder valley.

The town'’s increasing prosperity enabled the
arish church to be rebuilt in 1329, and its
ridge (with the finest bridge chapel in

England) in 1342. A magnificent spire was

later added to the church in 1420. An expan-

sion of the wool trade began in the early six-
teenth century and continued until the eigh-
teenth century when Leeds opened its first

‘white’ cloth hall and took much of the trade

away. It was this prosperity in the sixteenth
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' century that
resulted in the
rebuilding of
the town.
., Houses and
shops were
1 built including
| a Free
Grammar
School in the
1590s, and in
- the seven-
teenth century
multi-storied
' timber framed
. buildings went
uF. It i1s some
of these build-
ings which are recorded in this book, the illus-
trations showing how magnificently decorated
they were, both internally and externally.
Today there are a few surviving timbers in
museum stores, without this book they would
still be lost from sight: using early nineteenth
century lithographs and watercolours Brears
has been able to show what the street scenes
once looked like.

THE BUILDINGS OF
TUDOR AND STUAR'L

WAKEFIELD

PETER BREARS

Historic records show us who built and lived
in these houses, and these back stories to the
buildings add to the picture of a town which
was flourishing. Wakefield was the home of Sir
Thomas Wentworth, Knight Marshall to Henry
VIII. Wentworth brought fashionable crafts-
men to Wakefield where they created ‘the
finest interior in the district’ at his house,
Bretton Hall. Robert Peck and his wife
Margaret, who inherited Haselden Hall in the
mid-fifteenth century, began major reconstruc-
tion work, and Francis Gaunt a mercer left a
“little house’ to fund a free school in the town.
Brears has managed to show us what was lost
in terms of buildings and something of the
people who inhabited them and how they con-
tributed to what was once a thriving, beautiful
and important town.

The book is an example of what can be recov-
ered from just ‘bits and pieces’, and Brears
should be congratulated for restoring
Wakefield to us.

Lynda Pidgeon

Lynda’s interest is in the social and political
history of the late medieval period, with particular
reference to the Wars of the Roses and the place o

the North in the history of Richard IIL.



Geoff Charles: Wales and the
Borders — Photographs of a lost
way of life 1930s-1970s

Ioan Roberts

Y Lolfa 2019 165pp ISBN 978-1-912631-19-3
£14.99

Geoff Charles was a photographer whose
career over 50 years captured innumerable
stories of life in Wales and the Borders. He
trained as a journalist and worked as a news-
paper reporter, and this informed and influ-
enced his work as a photographer and photo-
journalist. The author, Ioan Roberts, a person-
al friend and colleague of Charles, writes ‘he
was always aware of the story behind the pic-
ture’, a fact which becomes apparent as one
reads through this captivating Eook.

The photographs are necessarily only a small
selection of Charles” work. Nevertheless the
reader — or ‘viewer’ — will find themselves
caught time and time again, intrigued,
impressed or moved by the quality of the
images. The book is prefaced by Henri
Cartier-Bresson’s observation that
‘Photographers deal in things which are con-
tinually vanishing and when they have van-
ished there is no contrivance on earth which
can make them come back again’. Charles was
a photographer with consummate skill in pre-
serving those ‘vanishing things’ through his
lens. Often his pictures are carefully posed ;
but if they lack the spontaneity of the modern
snap, they more than compensate with the
richness of the narrative they contain. The
subject of a photograph may be grinning at the
camera with complicit glee, or they may be
solemn as the moment — and the photographer
— demanded. A fine example is the photo of
mackintoshed men gathered round a road
sign at the official opening of what was
claimed to be Britain’s first cattle grid in 1952.
(See illustration)
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Geoff Charles: Wales and the Borders

The poignancy of some of Charles” images is
painful. A series of photographs recorded the
personal loss and the political fervour associ-
ated with Tryweryn, the Welsh village
drowned to provide a reservoir for Liverpool.
Another series, including what was probably
Charles” most famous image, commemorate
the tragic departure of an aged couple from
their hill-farm in Snowdonia for a new home
in England.

Ioan Roberts, who sadly passed away in
December 2019, published several books in
Welsh on the career and photography of Geoff
Charles before writing this book. The text is
informative, and entertaining, providing a
personal context to the photographs, and
exploring the ‘lost way of life” of the title
through the narrative of Charles” wonderful
images. Although this book will be of interest
to industrial historians, rail enthusiasts, those
with an interest in twentieth century agricul-
ture and students of the politics of Wales, it is

ossible that the greatest delight may be had
rom looking at the portraits Charles” photo-
graphs often comprised. We see people at
work, at play, at their happiest and saddest, in
the landscapes they understood and loved.
This is a book about Wales for everyone who
can read English, or indeed, enjoy a good pho-

tograph.

Helen Palmer

County Archivist, Information and Records
Manager | Archifydd y Sir, Rheolwr
Gwybodaeth a Chofnodion, Archifdy
Ceredigion Archives

The official opening of what was claimed to
be Britain’s first cattle grid, on the Berwyn
mountain road between Bala and
Llangranog in 1952

National Library of Wales/Llyfrgell
Genedlaethol Cymru



Too fat to play cricket

Alan Crosby

I recently spoke at a day school on the theme
of 'antiquaries’. My paper was about George
Ormerod, who in the second decade of the
nineteenth century published a monumental
history of Cheshire in nine parts and three vol-
umes. He's an interesting character, a wealthy
gentleman of relatively humble origins (the
families of both his parents were in trade,
which is shocking of course) who spent sever-
al years researching, writing, plagiarising, and
transcribing huge chunks of the works of oth-
ers, to produce a work which his great con-
temporary Joseph Hunter, the historian of
South Yorkshire, described as 'a succession of
facts detached, a rope of sand'. That, I think, is
one of the great put-downs of local history.
However, Ormerod explained why he under-
took this massive project, and his reason was
probably not unique: it was, he said, to 'avert
the irksomeness of super-abundant leisure'.
Not suffering from that condition myself, I
don't claim to need any diversion to escape
from boredom, but at least he was honest.

Investigating the local histo-
rians and genealogists of the
Victorian period, and their
reasons for indulging in
local or family history, sug-
gests that that they often
didn't share the motivation
of their modern day succes-
sors. Take, for example, the
Reverend Henry Salter, the
editor of a number of works
on the medieval, Tudor and
Stuart history of the city and
university of Oxford. He
liked local history, it is true,
but his real obsession was
cricket - his proudest boast
and greatest personal
achievement was that he'd
seen the first test match
between England and
Australia. However he did
not play: his only exercise
was sawing large logs, a
pastime for which he had a
bizarre passion. To do so
required two people, using

Local History is all very well, but it
doesn’t have the thrill of
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a double-handled saw, but the hobby ended
abruptly when his wife, aged 85, told him in
no uncertain terms that she was now too old to
be on the other end of the saw! After that, local
history was all he had left - but the sound of
ball hitting willow was his real pleasure.

Another well-known local historian and cleri-
cal gentleman of the period was the Reverend
Andrew Clark (1856-1922), Anglican priest at
Great Leigh in Essex. He was an Oxford don,
famous because he so intensely disliked stu-
dents that he would only go to Oxford out of
term time, so he wouldn't have to meet any, let
alone lecture to them. Clark was also sport-
mad, and a very enthusiastic cricketer. So how
did he get interested in local history? Simple.
He ate too much. In the words of one friend,
'his ever greater bulk prevented his ordinary
sports, so he turned to the more sedentary
pursuit of local history'. I love that - only
begin family or local history when you are too
overweight to do anything more energetic.

Others started research
and found it exhaust-
ingly heavy-going. In
1867 one Manchester
local historian wrote to
a friend about his his-
torical and antiquarian
investigations: ‘my
labour can only be com-
pared to that of clearing
a forest in the back-
woods of America'. |
begin to wonder why
he bothered, if it was all
so much trouble.

sawing logs....

Just occasionally,
though, we read of
someone who had the
kind of passion for his-
tory and research
which many of us
know  very  well.
William Beamont of
Warrington was a solic-
itor, and first mayor of
that borough. In 1878




he reflected on his love of history, saying that
he found the day job (not a phrase he knew!)
extremely tedious, but confessing that he
loved to look at 'old deeds and musty parch-
ments, and smell the aroma of age ... when
time never hangs heavy upon me and the
longest day seems too short'. We all know that

feeling. We lose ourselves in the past - some-
times our own ancestral past, sometimes the
history of a particular place or district.
Perhaps it's escapism for some, but there's no
doubting its fascination. I'm with Beamont on
this (and I have never been able to play crick-
et!).

Support Local
Bookshops

Many local history societies and individual
local historians have good cause to be grateful
to their local bookshops, especially the small
independent concerns, who promote and
stock their publications, often on very
favourable terms.

As with all small businesses that depend on
customer footfall, bookshops face an uncertain
and potentially catastrophic future, and many
have begun to offer bespoke ordering and
delivery services to their customers in order to
survive. As it seems many of us will have
more time on our hands than expected for the
foreseeable future, and will probably spend
some of it reading, I hope that you will consid-
er — when you do decide to buy books — con-
tacting first your local bookshop to see
whether they can supply them.

We shall all need bookshops in the future to
convey the results of our enthusiasm for local
history to others, so it is in everyone’s interest
to help them survive.

John Chandler
Chair, Publishing Committee, BALH

Continued from page 21

To close with an explanation: Iain Taylor (the
treasurer of the BALH) and I have written a
book on an English town in the long nine-
teenth-century, currently with a publisher. It
is a 'history from below' where we have tried
to deal in a balanced way with religious belief
and its influence on political ideas and activi-
ty. Reference is made throughout to the town
in its wider context, and a penultimate chapter
looks at 'The parish, the nation, and the
world'. Not just preaching, but doing.
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Prehistory for
primary schools

The Cumberland & Westmorland Antiquarian
and Archaeological Society (CWAAS) has
funded the publication of a prehistory learn-
ing resource for primary schools.

The new resource provides background infor-
mation, how the distant past is relevant today,
highlights Cumbria’s sites and artefacts and
provides activities for teachers to use in the
classroom.

It was produced by Minerva Heritage with
input from archaeological experts and feed-
back from teachers and learners after a pilot
session with Maryport Church of England
School, Maryport, Cumbria.

The resource provides opportunities to
explore the History Curriculum, in particular
‘changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the
Iron Age’. The activities offer opportunities
for cross curricular working, for example:

- Develop English language skills

- Understand aspects of British and human
geography

- Approach Science curriculum themes of
materials properties

- Explore the Art and Design curriculum
through producing their own creative work
and reflecting on the work of others.

Included in the resource is an introductory
slide show, in-school activities and on-site
activity suggestions, using a site visit to
Castlerigg Stone Circle as an example. It can
be found on the CWAAS website for down-
load at

www.cumbriapast.com/cgi-
bin/cwaas/cp_main.pl?action=cp_schools_area

Sarah Rose

This is a valuable example that could be fol-
lowed in other parts of the country. So many
places are rich in pre-history that fascinates
young children.



Notes News Issues

Local History Day 2020

We are all disappointed that Local History
Day this year has had to be cancelled, or at
least postponed. It is such a significant annu-
al event for BALH for many reasons. Every
three years we visit a different area city. The
presentations are always interesting and stim-
ulating. The Awards give us the opportunity
to recognise the achievements of local histori-
ans around the country when the President
gives them their certificates. The AGM allows
us to comply with the formal regulation of the
Association. And last by not least, we make
new friends and meet old ones, many of
whom have been coming to the event for
years. You know who you are, and we are
very sorry not to be seeing you in June.

Society members 1

The central insert in this issue is the updated
insurance fact Sheet for society members.
Please detach read it carefully and keep this
for reference.

Society members 2

One important element of the BALH website
is the Society Directory. Member societies
may have a profile page with details of their
work and events. If you have not yet done this,
now would be a good opportunity to con-
tribute.

https://www.balh.org.uk/societies-az

Everyone

Enforced ‘leisure’ = time for local history
research and writing up the work you have
already done, as well as Spring cleaning, DIY
and gardening ... Don’t spend all of every day
at your computer, but there are now so many
resources available online to make it a produc-
tive time until we can again visit the local
record office.

Use back issues of TLH and LHN for case stud-
ies of work done by others — examples from
elsewhere that can be applied to your your
local area.

Just in this issue alone there are plenty of
ideas:

*Chair’s note — Supplement pagel

*Devon project on 1920s, see page 13
*Ramblers on page 19, and see also
https://www.ramblers.org.uk/get-involved/cam-
paign-with-us/dont-lose-your-way-2026/finding-
historical-sources-online.aspx

ePrimary school prehistory opposite

*Remember BALH books (see supplement
page 2 — 3) and other resources on our website.

www.balh.org.uk

Minute by minute organisations are becoming increasingly innovative in ways of continuing to
communicate with members, friends and supporters. Exhibitions are appearing on YouTube;
Family Tree Live! is putting the presentations online. By the time you read this there will be

much, much more. Keep an eye on the websites of all your favourite places. It will be sad not to

be able to mark the 75th anniversary of the end of the Second World War with communal
events, but there are many possibilities for personal remembering and virtual group activities.
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BALH

BRITISH ASSOCIATION
FOR LOCAL HISTORY

www.balh.org.uk

The British Association for Local History (BALH) was created in 1982 as the successor
to earlier organisations which had supported the study of local history over previous
decades. Its purpose is

to encourage and assist the study of local history throughout Great Britain
as an academic discipline and as a rewarding leisure pursuit
for both individuals and groups.

To achieve this the Association

* serves as the national body representing local and regional historians

* hosts Local History Day, an annual event open to all, with discussions, presentation of awards,
AGM, and a specially commissioned lecture based on current research

* publishes the prestigious quarterly journal The Local Historian which includes regular features
on themes, sources, websites, and a copious reviews section

e produces a quarterly members' magazine Local History News reporting on up to date
developments and examples of best practice from around the country

* makes annual awards to individuals who have made a significant contribution to local history;
for excellence in research and publication; and for an outstanding local society newsletter

e organises guided visits to places of relevant interest, often not easily accessible otherwise

e collaborates with other organisations to arrange conferences and similar events around the
country

e provides a website for information and links

e publishes specialist handbooks.

The Association is an unincorporated registered charity, governed by an elected Board of
Trustees, with two advisory committees dealing with publishing and with outreach. It is
financed by its members. Subscriptions are for a calendar year but may be started at any
time; new members receive the material already issued during the year.

Individual £30.00
Student on a full- or part-time £25.00
course in local history

Local society or group £75.00
Institutions £38.00
Overseas £42.50
School £25.00

(Libraries subscribing to The Local Historian via agents are treated as Institutional members)

BALH HEAD OFFICE, CHESTER HOUSE, 68 CHESTERGATE,
MACCLESFIELD SK11 6DY
01625 664524 admin@balh.org.uk

REGISTERED CHARITY 285467



Stormy Down Viaduct, R Ward and F Williams viewing construction progress, Aug 1976
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Supplement

A MESSAGE FROM BALH CHAIR

Rather COVID-19, 2020 ...?

These are unusual and worrying times. Our lives and carefully arranged schedules have been
disrupted. The vital role of the State has been demonstrated in the measures introduced to deal with
a medical and economic challenge to our wellbeing. The first thing is to wish readers a safe journey
through the next few fraught months. Certainly, this crisis offers challenges to us personally and
collectively? It would be silly to evoke any idea of a national spirit; that runs counter to the idea of
individual responsibility, and human diversity and agency. Rather, it may be a time when we learn to
rely more on each other, a process that may help counter the deep political divisions opened by
Brexit. I have been heartened by how my own community has organised and responded to aid
vulnerable and weak neighbours.

As an historian of the flu pandemic of 1918-19 (I am currently completing a chapter for an edited
book on flu and memory), the present crisis provokes various thoughts. How will this current crisis
be remembered, and might it be forgotten? Will it be recalled for its human loss, or that a
Conservative government denied its traditional ideology and asserted the power of the State? What
materials will be available for the future historian to use in writing the history of covid-19? All of
which suggests tasks for local historians in isolated confinement: keeping a personal diary, collecting
local official and private cautionary materials, the circulars of all kinds dropped through the door,
and, in the spirit of ‘Mass Observation’, recording those snatches of conversation and observed
behaviour in the streets and shops. Despite the global pervasiveness of the flu pandemic of 1918-19,
that kind of material is relatively scarce from 100 hundred years’ ago. Local historians now have an
opportunity to contribute to the history of the future.

With my good wishes,

David Killingray, Sevenoaks

Readers who would like to suggest relevant events at which BALH might be
represented, by a display table, sales stall or perhaps a talk on the programme,
are invited to get in touch with Dr Gill Draper, BALH Events & Development
Officer, email development@balh.org.uk. Particularly welcome are proposals

which include offers of local volunteers to help on the day. This is a very BRITISH ASSOCIATION
helpful way in which members can be actively involved in the work of BALH. FOR LOCAL HISTORY




BALH PUBLICATIONS

On the opposite page is information about the most recent BALH publication, Reading
Early Handwriting 1500-1700, by Mark Forrest. It is proving very popular, and clearly fills
a need for many readers. If you have not yet ordered your copy, now is a good time!

Don’t forget Exploring Local History: a practical guide for Teachers in Primary and Secondary
Schools by Geoft Timmins, if you are now ‘home schooling’, plus the other educational
resources and classroom exercises on our website
https://www.balh.org.uk/education-classroom-exercises-in-local-history

This is also an opportunity to share the plans of the Association’s Publishing Committee
for more new books which will be produced over the next few years:

A new edition of the highly successtul Internet Sites for Local Historians:
a directory, an online version of this is under discussion.

+

A reprint with some updating of Tithes, very useful now so many tithe records
are being digitised.

+

NEW Interwar Local History — a wide range of topics with sources and
methods to guide your research

+
NEW Post-Medieval Manorial Records — a unique volume on valuable resources

<+

And to mark the forthcoming 70th anniversary of The Local Historian — an
anthology of significant articles over its lifetime.

Look on the BALH website
for our full current list of publications

https://www.balh.org.uk/shop/shop-local-history-books




NEW FROM BALH

READING EARLY
HANDWRITING

1500 — 1700
Mark Forrest

87 pages, fully illustrated in colour, paperback, 2019, £10

READING EARLY

HANDWRITING
1500 — 1700

(£8 to BALH members) ISBN 978-0-948140-04-4

The ability to read and make accurate transcriptions TR eyt o i ey e
of historical documents are essential skills for anyone T howas Broufitse
exploring the past. This greatly expanded third edition of Aw«g“f@o\5:§>r,‘&;}’éﬁgzzijg;
a practical guide originally published in 1988 describes :

not only the letter forms and abbreviations used by
Tudor and Stuart writers, the period when researchers
are most likely to encounter difficulties. It explains too
how numbers, currency, measurements and dates were

o
C QRS et i oty it gty et it
2 : .
Q‘icﬁ'mgv Qﬁta(\trdp
K oy S dyeSor @ Do il eus Ge el |
*‘Xc!ijh Jin&«\.-(&’.ﬂ«z g et if_}

expressed, and offers advice on transcribing. It includes [ S

also more than twenty examples of wvarious classes
of documents often encountered by local and family
historians, reproduced in facsimile and transcribed. It
will be an invaluable and indispensable companion to
anyone entering an archive searchroom.

Mark Forrest

British Association for Local History

Dr Mark Forrest has researched for Cambridge and London Universities, and on the Manorial
Documents Register. After more than a decade as an archivist at Dorset History Centre he is now a
freeelance archival consultant and collections manager.

To: BALH, Chester House, 68 Chestergate, Macclesfield, SK11 6DY

Please send .. .copy/ copies of Reading Early Handwriting at £10 each (BALH A L H

members:£8) + £2 p&p For further information please email:admin(@balh.org.uk. BRITISH ASSOGIATION
FOR LOCAL HISTORY

Name. ..o

AQTESS. . o




LOOKING AHEAD TO FUTURE EVENTS

If these were normal times, page 1 of Local History News
Supplement would list the events being organised by
BALH, our member societies and other groups at which
we plan to be present. Currently, many local history
conferences, study days, fairs, etc, are having to be
cancelled or postponed.

But, the time will come when events can be resumed.
BALH would then be happy to be invited to your local
history occasion, especially if local members can assist by
running a bookstand. BALH will send you all the
necessary materials and provide the organizational
backup.

Please keep in touch.

Dr Gill Draper BALH Events and Development Officer
development@balh.org.uk

BALH

BRITISH ASSOCIATION
FOR LOCAL HISTORY




BALH INSURANCE FACT SHEET FOR LOCAL SOCIETIES
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SOCIETY MEMBERS
- Please detach and keep -

Insurance Broker:

BALH Contact:

BALH Membership
Insurance Cover:

Types of Activities
Covered:

Examples of Activities
Not Covered:

Please note our Brokers
can arrange additional
cover on request — this
list is not exhaustive

Towergate Insurance Brokers
Jellicoe House, Grange Road, Hedge End,
Hants. SO30 2AF

Contact: Tariq Mian
Tel: 01489 770391
e-mail: hampshire@towergate.co.uk

BALH Head Office
Chester House, 68 Chestergate,
Macclesfield, SK11 6DY

Tel: 01625 664524
e-mail: admin@balh.org.uk

Insurance cover is provided for Societies within the BALH Society
annual membership subscription fee.

Subscriptions are valid for one calendar year (1st Jan — 31st Dec)
and need to be renewed each year to continue a Society’s insurance
cover.

1) Meetings, walks, talks, AGMs

2) Visits/trips to places of interest

3) Collections of local archive material

4) Photographing places of interest for recording purposes

5) Having a stand at a fair or arranging small-scale
publicity displays

a) Property ownership, whether land or buildings

b) The running of semi-commercial undertakings,
such as local Museums or Heritage Centres

¢) Manual work of any kind e.g. archaeological fieldwork
and excavations

d) Organising fairs, conferences or major events

e) Re-enactments




Insurance Cover Provided:
A summary of the Insurance cover provided by our group insurance policy is as follows:

A. Public & Products Liability
We will indemnify The Insured against
1. legal liability to pay Compensation, and
2. Costs and Expenses
in respect of accidental
a. Personal Injury
b. Damage to Property
c. obstruction, trespass, nuisance or interference with any right of way, air, light or
water which arises in connection with the activities of the society and which
happens during the Period of Insurance and within The Territorial Limits.
The maximum We will pay is The Limit of Indemnity of £5,000,000 and any Costs and
Expenses.

However, in respect of any claim brought in
1. the United States of America or any territory within its jurisdiction
2. Canada
the maximum We will pay, inclusive of Costs and Expenses, is The Limit of Indemnity.

B. Employers Liability

We will indemnify The Society against
(1) legal liability to pay Compensation, and
(2) Costs and Expenses
in respect of Bodily Injury caused during the Period of Insurance to any Volunteer
arising out of and in the course of their work for the society within The Territorial
Limits.

The maximum We will pay is The Limit of Indemnity of £10,000,000.

C. Personal Accident

We will pay the sum insured shown below to You for Accidental Bodily Injury to a
member of your society occurring during the Period of Insurance whilst on a society
activity or on society business which within 24 months of the date of the Accident solely directly
and independently of any other cause results in any of the benefits listed below

* Death - £15,000

e Capital Benefits - £15,000

e Temporary Total Disablement - £50 per week (excludes the first 4 weeks of

disablement) up to 104 weeks.

There is restricted cover for persons aged under 16 or over 75.

D. Equipment, Stock and Assets Insurance
We will indemnify You in respect of Damage, occurring during the Period of Insurance anywhere
in the UK, to physical assets of the society.
Basis of Claim Settlement — Indemnity
The basis upon which We will calculate the amount We will pay in respect of any claim will be

(1) cost of replacement or repair of the property lost, destroyed or damaged, to a
condition as good as, but not better or more extensive than, its condition
immediately prior to the Damage, or at Our option

(2) the loss in value of the Property Insured
unless the Basis of Claim Settlement - Reinstatement clause or any other
alternate basis of settlement is stated to apply.

The maximum We will pay under this Section in any one claim will not exceed
(1) the Sum Insured on each item of £2,000
(2) the Total Sum Insured of £12,500

An excess of £100 will apply to each and every claim.
Restrictions apply to theft from vehicles, please see the policy documents for details
of the cover provided.




D. Money
We will indemnify You in respect of loss of Money which belongs to the society/group
or for which you are responsible in connection with your society activities while:

a) In transit £1,000

b) On sites where your volunteers are working £1,000

¢) On your premises (£1,000 in a locked safe or £250 not in a safe)

d) At the home of a committee member or volunteer £250

e) In a bank night safe until removed by the bank £1,000

f) In collection tins or boxes (limited to £100 any one claim and £500 any one period of
insurance)

Please note that a £50 excess applies to all Money claims.

E. Assault
We will pay You, or Your personal representatives, compensation for bodily injury to an Insured
Person caused by theft or attempted theft, involving violence or the threat of violence, which occurs
in the course of the society activities during the Period of Insurance and solely, directly and
independently of any other cause results in any of the following Contingencies

1) Death occurring within 24 months of Bodily Injury - £10,000

2) Loss of Hearing and/or Loss of Sight and/or Loss of Speech occurring within 24 months of
Bodily Injury - £10,000

3) Loss of Limb occurring within 24 months of Bodily Injury - £10,000

4) Permanent Total Disablement after 24 months of Bodily Injury - £10,000

5) Temporary Total Disablement within 24 months of Bodily Injury - £100 per week

6) Temporary Partial Disablement within 24 months of Bodily Injury - £50 per week

Please note that the subscribing society and its honorary officers (that is, the Insured)
must

e take all reasonable precautions for the safety of the insured property

e take all reasonable precautions to prevent bodily injury or damage

e comply with all statutory regulations and regulations imposed by an Authority.

Please note that this summary of the cover provided is for general guidance only. Each case is different.
The policy is underwritten by Aviva Insurance Ltd. All cover is subject to the terms and conditions of
the policy wording which should be read in conjunction with the policy schedule — copies of which are
available on the BALH website.

Additional Activities:
It is extremely important that societies advise BALH and our nominated broker in writing of any
activities to be undertaken that are outside of the scope of the policy.

Additional Cover:
Our brokers offer a full insurance service and the following can be arranged by them at an additional
cost under a separate policy:
Events Insurance including event cancellation, event organisers liability, etc.
Buildings Insurance and/or Property Owners’ Liability Insurance
Office Contents/Property (including contents of local museums / exhibitions)
Business Interruption Insurance
Public & Employers’ Liability Insurance cover for manual work
Higher levels of Liability Insurance or Personal Accident Insurance
Business Travel Insurance
Trustees, Directors’ & Officers’ Management Liability Insurance
Hired-in equipment & plant Insurance
All Risks Cover in excess of the £12,500 offered under the BALH policy
Professional Indemnity Insurance
Cyber Liability Insurance
. Engineering Insurance & Inspection Service
Goods/Property in Transit and Marine Transit Insurance
Crime/Fraud Insurance
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Questions and Answers:

Q.
A.
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How do I obtain a copy of the Insurance Policy?

Copies of the Insurance Policy are available online from
https:/fwww.balh.org.uk/membership/balh-insurance-for-local-societies
or by email from admin@balh.org.uk

: What should I do if I require additional insurance cover?

Contact the Insurance Broker direct for a quote

. What should I do if I have an enquiry about our insurance cover?

Contact the Insurance Broker direct

. To whom do I speak if I want to make an insurance claim?

Contact the Insurance Broker direct

. Are all accidents covered?

It depends on the circumstances. You need to be able to prove that the society and its honorary officers (the
Insured) have a duty of care to the person concerned and were negligent. Personal Accident cover relates to
death, serious injury, impairment or long-term inability to work (see section c) above and is a member-only
benefit.

. Are all thefts covered?

It depends on the circumstances. See section d) above. You need to be able to prove that the society and its
honorary officers (the Insured) have taken all reasonable steps to reduce risk of theft.

. Volunteers help on occasions. Are they covered by the policy?

You need to be able to prove volunteers are working specifically for the society and its honorary officers (the
Insured), appropriate advice and/or training has been given and safety measures are in place. Your legal
liability to them is covered but note the policy excludes manual work.

. We have paid employees. Are they covered by the policy?

If you have employees who are paid on PAYE, you will need to contact the broker to organise cover separately
as the BALH policy is not suitable for you. If you pay self-employed persons (i.e. a bookkeeper) on invoice and
have no employees on PAYE, then you can be insured under the BALH policy.

. Is liability arising out of loss of data covered by the policy?

No, this needs to be insured under a cyber liability policy.

. Does the BALH policy cover us from theft by deception?

No. This would need to be covered under a Crime policy.

. Does the assets insurance cover our heritage assets (i.e. old photos, records, artefacts)?

Probably not. The issue with artefacts is proving a value to replace them, most of them are irreplaceable and
so cannot be insured unless you get a formal valuation on the items. If you do, please contact the brokers to
discuss options.






